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Welcome to the Summer 2018 edition of The Buckingham Navigator! When it seems that 
the spring sunshine is only just upon us after the late wintery snowfalls, the weather now 
appears to be hellbent on dealing out heavy rain and thunderstorms. That’s good news for 
the canals however, especially our Old Stratford Cut near Cosgrove.

As our volunteer navvies no doubt boldly cry “go west”  toward Buckingham, our digger 
Blue ably leads the way, as you can see in the issue’s cover image. Progress indeed, when 
all the while, plans and approvals are formalised to rebuild Bridge No1 as a sympathetic, yet 
practical hybrid of new and old construction methods.

And what of Hyde Lane, you ask? Work is picking up there, with the proposal to install a solar 
powered borehole pump, similar to that at Bourton Meadow, which itself is luxuriant in plant 
growth and native fish stocks such as the Rudd you can see in the picture above.

Thank you to all the contributors. Cover photo © Terry Cavender. Why	 not	 drop	me	 an	
email	 about	 what	 you	 enjoyed	 in	 this	 issue,	 and	 furthermore,	 why	 not	 contribute	
ideas	 or	 articles	 for	 future	 editions	 (see	 page	 27). Please	 visit	 our	 website	 at		
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk	 and	 while	 you	 are	 online,	 follow	 us	 on	 Facebook	 at		
www.facebook.com/buckinghamcanalsociety	and	please	Like	us. Thank you.

Ian Matson
Editor
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Restoration Site Update

Work on the restoration of Bridge No1 at Cosgrove is well underway, with much of the original 
stone work still in good shape. BCS team member Dave Humphreys is now qualified to use 
and inspect mobile scaffold towers. The more people with the appropriate qualifications, 
the better off our Society will be.

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender
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We’ve	Turned	a	Corner	at	Cosgrove...

Further to my previous report, work is progressing well at Cosgrove, and our volunteers 
have completed the task of building a platform in the bed of the canal to provide a base 
for them to work from when the next stage of the restoration of Bridge No1 begins. 

You may recall that over the weekend of 10th & 11th February we were joined by a group 
from London Waterways Recovery Group (LWRG). They worked on site alongside our 
own volunteers, removing more of the soil from the bridge’s wing walls and building a 
flight of steps on the steep slope up to the bridge. These steps have proved very popular 
with walkers, particularly when the towpath is very wet and muddy. They have certainly 
made the climb and the descent a lot easier.

On 6th March a group of students attending a brick laying course at Milton Keynes 
College visited the site with their teacher, in preparation for them to help with the work 
of restoring the bridge.

Further to our preparatory work on 
the bridge, LWRG joined us again 
for the weekend of 21st & 22nd 
April, when they completed one 
corner of stonework and erected a 
second scaffolding tower.

Because of the amount of rainfall 
we have had lately, alongside the 
extra pumping carried out by BCS 
volunteers, the canal at Cosgrove 
looks again like a ‘real canal’ with 
plenty of water in it, which is 
always good for publicity!

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender
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In preparation for this year’s Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair, volunteers have worked 
along the towpath of the Grand Union Canal to remove overhanging branches and 
cleared the plots where our stalls will be situated over the weekend of 21st & 22nd July.

...and	Kept	on	the	Straight	and	Narrow	at	Hyde	Lane

Several more external organisations have already been in touch, and just like last year 
they are very keen to join us on our practical task work parties. One such group was the 
The Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW) who worked at our 
Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve site to complete the task of installing oak planking 
along the canal towpath.

For	further	details	about	LWRG,	please	visit:	 
www.waterways.org.uk/wrg/regional_groups/london_wrg

Do	You	Dig	Canals?...We	Do!
Work parties are held every other Thursday and the second Sunday 
of each month and are always friendly, welcoming and very 
rewarding.	If	you	would	like	to	become	involved,	please	contact	
me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.

In	 addition,	 work	 party	 dates	 can	 be	 found	 on	 page	 25,	 and	
more	 detailed	 information	 about	 these	 and	 extra	 curricular	
dates	can	be	found	by	visiting	our	work	parties	web	page	at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/work-parties/

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser©Fallarino Photo

© Terry Cavender
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Whilst work continues at the bridge, our efforts are also focused on progressing 
west toward the A5. Here, facing toward the A5, you can see almost as far as we have 
managed to scrape the bed. The image opposite at the top of page 6 shows the 
furthest point to we have scraped so far, while looking back toward Cosgrove.

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender
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The Spring Statement
Greetings! The first day of spring varies depending on who you ask, and in this column 
it seems fitting to explore such things, as the weather is an everlasting subject of 
discussion on our island. The Met Office are focused on meteorological periods for which 
the variables are the state of the atmosphere and the changing temperatures. They think 
spring commences on the first of March each year. However our planet is not alone in 
the universe and astronomical scientists take a different view placing spring further into 
March. This year it may be argued that both were in error as spring sprung shortly after 
snow ceased falling, and the first day when the sun shone for longer than an hour was 
in mid April. Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has, however, reason to be grateful this 
year to the vagaries of the weather, since there was ample water to fill a newly restored 
section of canal at Cosgrove.

Our restoration project at Bridge No1 at Cosgrove continues to focus minds as it reveals 
its secrets. Progress has been made despite unwelcome interventions from nature’s 
watering can, which, during work periods, causes problems transporting materials to 
site. Our structural engineer, Keith Rawlings, has submitted his recommendations, and 
subsequent discussions took place with Phil Emery, the Senior Heritage Advisor with  
Canal & River Trust (CRT). 

We sometimes forget that the restoration of the canal is about protecting some 220 
years of industrial heritage, and when Phil saw what we had uncovered, he was highly 
delighted about how much of the original structure remained.

The original design of a hump back bridge will now change to a flat deck, and the 
principal reason for this design change is the load transference when heavy farm vehicles 
are present. The new design approach is to put a flat bridge deck slightly above the 
original stonework, wide enough for a combine harvester. It will be supported on steel 
beams with transverse concrete beams in-filled with concrete blockwork and overlaid 

© Jeff Wright



The Buckingham Navigator   9			

with a concrete and mesh screed as a wearing surface. These techniques will show a 
clearly visible differentiation from the original construction of this structure, but are in 
accordance with modern restoration practices, whilst also following the guidance issued 
by the current CRT Senior Heritage Advisor.

Nevertheless, the original stonework shall remain wherever possible as a visible 
monument of the past, as well as a valuable contribution to the future. Final discussions 
with Phil Emery are upcoming and we are anticipating that we will now progress with 
getting the formwork in place and steels to site in readiness to enable some good and 
productive progress over the next few months. The commitment of Buckingham Canal 
Society to original and historical construction should stand us in good stead with a future 
grant application to the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), aimed at furthering the restoration 
of our canal from Wicken to Buckingham. 

The proposal is illustrated above. No it’s not a final finished detailed design, but it’s an 
excellent visual to try and help explain some of what we are aiming to achieve. The image 
below shows how modern practices can work sympathetically with our canal heritage.

© Canal & River Trust

© Dave Humphreys
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Work is scheduled to continue in the Cosgrove area as we continue to scrape the canal 
bed. Discussions are ongoing with CRT to re-water this channel as far west as the sewer 
and oil pipeline crossing points, subject to written confirmation of the verbal approval we 
have from the relevant Internal Drainage Board (IDB). Also, another bench constructed 
from a sleeper has been installed for the public, and for our own volunteers to use.

Our next big project, known as the New Channel, proceeds at a healthy pace. Good 
progress is being made, with the initial formal submission to the EU now underway. 
Web access for this has been granted, and the project team is actively working on our 
submission. The Society has had preliminary discussions with the Old Stratford Parish 
Council about potential grant funding which would enable us to buy the land between 
the A5 and Watling Street. Our intention is to apply for a change of use for this land, 
and the descent channel across the MK Dons land. A meeting has also taken place with 
the South Northamptonshire Council (SNC) Planning team to discuss the overall New 
Channel proposal. This was very positive with fruitful discussions on both sides.

Colin Levett has recently stepped up as a Trustee at the AGM in March 2018 (see page 
19), and he additionally holds the title of Grant Manager. He is doing a sterling job for 
the Society, looking for money wherever it may be found. His recent work has enabled 
us to fund additional projects like the new solar powered pump at our site at Hyde Lane, 
similar to our successful installation at Bourton Meadow, where water is topped up 
from the River Great Ouse to keep the canal oxygenated, thus maintaining our green 
credentials as an eco-focused Society. This is being funded by a successful grant bid to 
Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) New Homes for £1,000, and to Bedfordshire and 
Luton Community Foundation (BLCF) for £2,500. We have ordered this specialist pump, 
having done the enabling work with the towpath raising, and expect to be installing it 
in late summer in readiness to begin re-watering the channel in the autumn. The permit 
required from the relevant IDB has been approved and received.

Other monies received through Colin’s work have funded the purchases of additional 
tools and personal protective  equipment (PPE).	 If	 anyone	 is	 able	 to	help	with	 this	
work,	or	any	other	aspect	of	the	work	we	are	undertaking,	please	talk	to	any	of	the	
trustees	using	any	of	our	contact	details	on	page	26.

© Terry Cavender
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The	26th	BCS	Annual	General	Meeting

The Buckingham Canal Society’s 26th Annual General Meeting was held at the 
Buckingham Community Centre on the evening of Saturday 24th March. 

Being a requirement of the Society’s Constitution, the AGM performs a number of 
functions in order to provide the opportunity to:

•	 Confirm the appointment of the trustees and officers of the Society. 
•	 Present the progress that BCS has made over the previous year.
•	 Present the Society’s annual accounts and to answer any questions on them.
•	 Display and discuss detailed information on the Society’s activities and projects 

(with displays around the hall).
•	 Meet and speak with the trustees and volunteers of the Society.
•	 Open up a forum for questions and discussions on the detailed works of the 

restoration.
•	 Be informed and entertained by a guest speaker.
•	 Imbibe some good food and drink.
•	 Have a pleasant and enjoyable evening!

BCS News

For anyone who has been to Bourton Meadow, you will see we are reaping the rewards 
of nutrients as the Blanket Weed takes hold in a few parts. If	you	are	able	to	help	on	
a	 semi-regular	 basis	 to	 rake	 out	 the	weed,	 and	 help	with	 creating	 Barley	 Straw	
bundles	 to	 keep	 it	 under	 control,	 then	please	 again	 contact	 any	of	 the	 trustees	
using	any	of	our	contact	details	on	page	26.

Our annual event, the Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair, is scheduled for later this 
year on the weekend of 21st & 22nd July. As always, there will be a warm welcome for 
all visitors, regular and new. For	further	 information	about	the	festival,	please	see	
pages	15-17.

So, this is where the Society is at right now, as we happily say good bye to winter, and 
embrace spring. There is a lot going on, which can only be healthy, and a good sign 
of a vibrant Society. Have	a	look	at	our	website	at:	www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk,	
and	if	any	of	the	vacancies	interest	you	then	please	contact	us	using	the	General	
Enquiries	contact	details	on	page	26.

Finally, does anyone know a friendly conveyancer/legal professional? We would love to 
have some help with the upcoming land transactions.	If	so,	please	contact	Terry	using	
his	contact	details	on	page	26.

Jim McIlroy
Trustee	and	Archivist
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Attendees numbered 62 and the Society was pleased and grateful that so many 
members were able to get along to the meeting. At the beginning of the event, the 
Society members, friends and the public alike had the opportunity to view the numerous 
displays around the hall and discuss any questions and issues with the trustees and 
volunteers in attendance. A short film was also shown, made by The Arts Excite C.I.C with 
the assistance of funding from MK Community Foundation. The film, entitled iFilm MK 
Canal, showed BCS in action. The Arts Excite team were commissioned by our Society 
to deliver a project that would engage young people and empower them to become 
ambassadors of the canal restoration project we are currently undertaking, and this film 
was the result.

There then followed the more formal part of the evening where, amongst other concerns, 
the minutes, accounts and elections were reviewed and discussed prior to approval by 
the membership. Executive Officer Terry Cavender then gave a presentation on the 
progress of the restoration over the past year, followed by a round up of the current 
issues that the Society was addressing and managing.

At the end of the formalities, a representative from Lionhearts Cruising Club presented 
the Society with a cheque for £100, to much applause. I am sure I speak for all of the 
trustees and volunteers when I say how appreciative we are for donations of this nature 
and that we enjoy the warm and positive feeling it engendered at the meeting. Terry  
formally accepted the cheque and gave thanks on the behalf of BCS.

There was a short break in the proceedings to enjoy a very tasty spread of food and 
drinks that our Treasurer, Richard Dwight, had gathered, prepared and presented for the 
evening.

The event resumed with a very entertaining and informative talk by Ed Grimsdale, 
Honorary Local Historian to Buckingham Old Gaol. This was entitled ‘Messing About on 
the Water - on Buckingham’s Canals’, where he compared our Buckingham Canal with 
the Buckingham Canal in India. Such talks not only require a lot of knowledge and skill, 
but take a surprising amount of preparation. I for one was very grateful for the time and 
effort Ed had put in, and as well as thoroughly enjoying the talk, I had a good chuckle, 
particularly at some of the anecdotes Ed aimed at Terry! I am confident that everyone at 
the meeting would like me to pass on our thanks to Ed once more!

Earlier, I listed the main functions of the meeting, with probably the most important 
being to have an enjoyable evening. I am also very happy to report further good news. 
As a result of the generosity of the attendees in supporting the raffle, and the donations 
toward the food & drink in addition to the purchases made at the Bric-a-Brac stall, 
we raised a total of £243.14. As everyone could see, BCS has plenty of good uses for 
these valuable additional funds! Myself and the Society thank you all for your generous 
contributions, and we hope to see you at next year’s AGM where we should have plenty 
of further progress to report back to you all!

Doug Pell
Trustee	and	Restoration	Manager
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All	Painted	Up	with	Nowhere	to	Go...Yet

Over a year ago now, Barnsley, Dearne & Dove Canals Trust (BDDCT) donated some 
equipment that was no longer of use to them. Included in this haul was a Carnival Float! 
Since then it has been sitting in our compound awaiting some loving care by one of us to 
transform it into a BCS float. Finally some good weather and some free time has enabled 
the work to be performed. This involved a good clean and the removal of the original 
BDDCT logos whilst replacing them with our own. 

Now we are all set to go, we just need some events to show it off in. It will of course make 
an appearance at our own canal festival in July. If you have any suggestions of other 
events that our Society and float could participate in to publicise the work we are doing, 
please get in touch and let us know 
using our	General Enquiries contact 
details on page 26.

Whilst getting the logos printed for 
the float, we got some additional 
ones created to put onto our van, 
which until now has been plain 
red. Now we really will advertise 
who we are! There are still a few 
more bits and pieces to be put on 
the van, but you can see the overall 
impression.

Alan Mynard
Trustee	and	Website	Administrator

© Alan Mynard

© Alan Mynard
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Donating	is	Now	Easier	with...

Buckingham Canal Society has partnered with Golden Giving to bring to you the ability 
to make secure online donations and membership payments to BCS.

Golden Giving is an infrastructure charity, whose mission is to promote the effectiveness 
and efficiency of charities and social enterprises. They achieve their mission by providing 
a web platform that provides the tools charities use to engage with their supporters and 
develop lasting relationships.

For more information on how to use this service:

Please visit our donation page at:  
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/get-involved/donate

or visit our membership page at:  
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/get-involved/membership

or to find out more about Golden Giving, please visit:		
www.goldengiving.com/about-us

#EthicalGiving

Golden Giving Ethical Trust is a charity (#1158620) registered with The Charity 
Commission of England and Wales.

Alan Mynard
Trustee	and	Website	Administrator

We	Apologise	for	a	Concessionary	Membership	Rate	Error

It appears that on some of the documentation we previously sent out, the membership 
rate for concessions was stated as £8.00. This was an error, for which we apologise. The 
correct rate remains at £7.00 per person. 

If	you	think	you	have	paid	too	much,	then	so	that	we	may	resolve	the	matter,	please	
make	 yourself	 known	 to	 one	 of	 the	 trustees	 or	 another	 committee	member,	 or	
please	email	us	at:	membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk.	If	we	do	not	hear	from	
you	,	we	will	treat	the	over-payment	as	a	donation.

Richard Dwight
Trustee	and		Treasurer
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Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair

Our 25th annual Canal Festival takes place over the weekend of Saturday 21st - Sunday 
22nd July, taking place one week before the very popular Linslade Canal Festival, allowing 
traders enough flexibility to attend both events. We have again booked Cosgrove Village 
Hall after four years of amazing success with the Craft Fair.

Our cake stall volunteers have the extra space needed to provide teas and cakes in a 
very pleasant environment. Booking the village hall has also significantly increased the 
amount of traders we can accommodate at the festival as we still plan to have stalls 
and gazebos by the lock too. The village hall is booked from 9am on Saturday until 
5pm on Sunday to allow traders time to set up and dismantle stalls. Furthermore, in the 
unfortunate event that we should have any bad weather, we therefor have the option to 
move the Saturday night entertainment inside where it will be warm and dry!

As always, extra help will be needed to begin setting up the festival on Thursday 19th 
and Friday 20th July, and also to dismantle everything at the end of it on Sunday 22nd 
July. I want to thank everybody who helped last year, but we do need your help again 
this year. There are a great variety of tasks to suit everybody, and we will need assistance 
with activities including, but not restricted to the following: Baking cakes for the Cake 

© Alan Mynard

Help	The	Watercolour	World	to	Illustrate	our	History

We have been approached by The Watercolour World for help in tracking down 
watercolours with a canal based theme, painted prior to 1900 and the advent of the 
photographic age. They are creating a national database of such work, depicting canals, 
their buildings and structures, landscapes and people. 

For	further	details	about	this	important	project,	or	to	pass	on	information	about	
works	you	may	own	or	know	the	whereabouts	of,	then	please	visit	The	Watercolour	
World	at:	www.watercolourworld.org,	or	 contact	us	using	our	General	 Enquiries	
contact	details	on	page	26.	We	and	The	Watercolour	World	will	be	delighted	to	hear	
from	 you. Additionally,	more	 information	 can	 be	 found	 in	 the	 21st	March	 2018	
edition	of	Country	Life	magazine.

Richard Dwight
Trustee	and		Treasurer
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Stall; Serving cakes in the Village Hall; Working on the Games Stall; Car park marshalling; 
The Lock Ransom, whereby training will be given to operate the lock gates.

Whether you can spare a couple of hours or a whole day, all help would be much 
appreciated as this event is our one big opportunity where we can reach out to the 
public to explain our current and future projects and promote the Society. If you haven’t 
been involved for a while, it’s a chance to meet up with the other volunteers. Why not 
also invite your family and friends along to the event for what is promising to be a very 
enjoyable weekend! You would also be very welcome to join the boaters on Saturday 
evening for a fish & chip supper, although this must be booked in advance. 

I will be collecting prospective names at forthcoming work parties. However,	 if	 you	
are	not	able	to	meet	me	at	one	of	these	in	person,	but	would	like	help	out	at	the	
festival,	or	even	book	a	stall,	boat	mooring	or	fish	&	chip	supper,	please	contact	
either	 myself,	 Athina	 Beckett,	 or	 the	 Cosgrove	 Festival	 Team	 using	 either	 of	
our	contact	details	on	page	26.	Additional	details	can	also	be	 found	by	visiting:	
	www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/annual-festival/.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

A	Warm	Welcome	from	Our	Craft	Fair	Organiser

This year’s Craft Fair will run again as part of the Cosgrove Canal Festival. We are going 
bigger this year with new people joining us. Our talented crafters make their lovely 
things at home, and we are so proud to be all about the handmade & the homemade.

There will be lots of variety and things you will not see on the high street. Maybe you will 
come visit us in the Cosgrove Village Hall situated on Bridge Road, a short stroll along 
from the canalside festival. Enjoy a simple browse or an irresistible treat.

See artists at work and take in demonstrations by some of our stall holders. We will tempt 
you with homemade preserves, scented candles, bath bombs & soaps. For the garden 
there will be mosaics, alongside wood turned items for your home. You will find lots of 
imaginative felt, fabric and wool crafts, and for your self-adornment you may be tempted 
by wired, silver, precious stone and bohemian style jewellery too. All these delights 
nestling alongside decorative glass, ceramics & polymer clay creations. If it is pictorial art 
you are after, we have oil paintings. We will  have alternative art too. While you are here 
you can get yourself decorated too by our Henna Artist.

If you just want something different, unusual or perhaps a bit funky, do pop in and see us 
all. We will look forward to seeing you there! Please remember, we have free car parking, 
disabled access, toilets, refreshments, cakes and cream teas.

Sharron Comerford
Craft	Fair	Organiser
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COSGROVE CANAL FESTIVAL
& CRAFT FAIR

SAT 21st - SUN 22nd JULY 2018
COSGROVE LOCK, GRAND UNION CANAL
& COSGROVE VILLAGE HALL, COSGROVE

FREE ENTRY!  FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY!
Historic Boats • Trade Boats • Cake Stalls • Craft Stalls 

Games • Entertainment • Fish & Chip Supper* 

Sat 10am - 6pm, Sun 10am - 4pm
Cosgrove Lock, Lock Lane, Cosgrove, MK19 7JR
Cosgrove Village Hall, Bridge Road, Cosgrove, MK19 7JA

The Buckingham Canal Society’s restoration plans and progress for 
re-watering the Buckingham Arm of the canal will be on display!

Charitable Incorporated Organisation
Registered Charity Number 1156662

For boat or stall bookings tel: 01908 661217 or
email: events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk (*must be pre-booked)
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Informative Talks & Guided Walks
When giving talks on behalf of Buckingham Canal Society, some groups have expressed 
an interest in seeing the sites shown in my presentations and they ask whether I would 
be able to organise a guided walk along the canal. 

Happy to oblige, on Sunday 22nd April I led a walk along the Buckingham Arm at 
Cosgrove for a group from Inland Waterways Association (IWA) Warwick branch. Here I 
pointed out the canal features and the work being done by our volunteers. They had the 
extra attraction of meeting a group from LWRG who were working on site at the time. At 
the A5 end of the canal I was able to point out and explain the proposed new route to 
the group. We subsequently completed the walk with a tour through the Ouse Valley and 
finished up back in Cosgrove with an enjoyable meal at the Barley Mow pub.

This was the second walk I had led this week, as I had a group from Stowe House join me 
on Friday 20th April for a shorter walk and talk along the canal. As both of these events 
proved successful, I’m now happy to a offer a talk or guided walk along the canal, or even 
both if preferred.

© Nick Nicholson



The Buckingham Navigator   19			

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

Colin	Levett	Appointed	as		
Trustee	and	Grant	Manager

I became a member of the Society in 2017 and have   regularly 
attended work parties ever since, carrying out renovations 
throughout the canal. Working with BCS has also allowed 
me to become involved in the procurement of grants for the 
Society to help the renovations to progress. Now retired from 
my profession as a Chartered Surveyor and Arbitrator, I am 
currently studying with the Open University for a BSc (Hons) 
Combined STEM degree qualification. I also enjoy carrying  
out genealogical research for my family, and for others too.

Meet the Committee 

Lee	Whiting	Appointed	as		
Trustee,	Plant	&	Equipment	Manager

As a qualified vehicle mechanic, I have obtained a lifetime 
of experience with electronic and mechanical engineering, 
including hydraulic and pneumatic systems. By using this 
experience on the Society’s plant and equipment, I aspire 
to contribute to the restoration of the canal in a wide range 
of practical applications. Canals, like vehicles, are often 
challenging, but always rewarding!

© Unknown
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Last year BCS ran a very successful boat trip aboard the John Bunyan B&MK Community 
Boat. This was for members and friends, travelling through Bedford along the River Great 
Ouse. Hopefully this year’s trip will be just as successful! It will take place on Sunday 30th 
September. For the first time, it will run for a further hour than usual, between 1.00pm & 
4.00pm, and will cruise to Bedford Town and back. We will meet ahead of departure, no 
later than 12.45pm at Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford, Beds, MK41 9DJ. 

This will be a great opportunity to make a return visit if you have enjoyed the boat trip in 
previous years. If you have never been, then it’s a chance to find out what you have been 
missing! As the boat can accommodate up to 50 people, we therefore usually have space 
for family and friends. The cost for this year’s trip would normally be £12.00 per head, but 
due to the generosity of a BCS member our trip will cost only £8.00 each, including a cup 
of coffee or tea and light snacks. Wheelchair access is available. PLEASE	BOOK	EARLY	
TO	AVOID	DISAPPOINTMENT!

To	book	a	 space	or	 for	 further	 information	please	 contact	me	using	my	 contact	
details	on	page	26,	or	email:	info@buckinghamcanal.org.uk.

Athina Beckett 
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

Book Early for This Year’s River Trip

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support our Society every time 
you shop, at no further cost to you. When you shop at www.smile.amazon.co.uk, you’ll 
find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 
at www.amazon.co.uk, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 
the purchase price to Buckingham Canal Society, your selected charity. So smile at our 
restoration work and please choose to support us so that one day, we will finally have 
something greater to smile about...a fully restored Buckingham Canal for all to enjoy!

Shopping at Supports BCS
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BCS GREAT OUSE RIVER TRIP
ON THE B & MK COMMUNITY BOAT

SUNDAY 30th SEPTEMBER 2018
A SCENIC 3 HOUR TRIP ALONG THE

GREAT OUSE ABOARD THE JOHN BUNYAN
*ONLY £8! MEMBERS, FAMILY & FRIENDS WELCOME
Central Bedford • The Embankment • Wildlife • Local History

50 Seater Fully Heated & Comfortable Boat with Catering

Meet 12.45pm at:
Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford, Beds, MK41 9DJ

*Kindly subsidised by one of our members, including refreshments
Thankyou also to Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

Registered Charity Number 1156662
Charitable Incorporated Organisation

For information and bookings, please contact Athina Beckett by 
tel: 01908 661217 or email: athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Wheelchair access is available
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Our bric-a-brac stall is out and about throughout the year attending canal festivals and 
village events, raising funds for the Society. If anyone fancies a change of scene, we 
readily welcome new people to come along and give a helping hand in running the 
stall. It’s really good fun and you’ll also get the chance to attend a wide variety of canal  
festivals and local events whilst helping to raise funds for BCS to restore the Buckingham 
Canal. So why not come along and help us make a difference. You won’t regret it.

To try and tempt you, some of the festivals we have previously attended include: 
Buckingham Spring Fair in April; Family Festival Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in June; 
our own Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair in July; Linslade Canal Festival in July; The 
Festival of Water at Northampton in August; Village at War Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in 
September; Buckingham Christmas Fair in December. The Village at War event is always 
great fun, as you get the chance to dress up in 1940s costume!

If	you	have	any	good	quality	bric-a-brac	that	you	would	like	to	donate,	or	would	
like	 to	give	us	a	hand	on	the	stall	 this	year,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	
details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Ian Matson

Our Bric-a-Brac Stall Needs You

We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:

Robert	Morris
Wolverhampton, Staffs

Dawn	Rogers
Water Stratford, Bucks

New Members 
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We	are	very	grateful	for	the	continued	support	of	our	patrons:

•	 Rt.	Hon.	John	Bercow	MP •	 Lord	Boswell	of	Aynho

The	Wyvern	Shipping	Co	Ltd

Nikon	Optical	UK	Ltd

Taverners	Boat	Club

Braunston	Marina

Patrons, Partnerships and Funders

Corporate Members

Inland	Waterways	Association	
Northampton	Branch

We	have	formal	partnerships	with	the	following:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	District	Council	(AVDC)	
•	 Buckingham	Town	Council
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Canal	&	River	Trust	(CRT)
•	 Deanshanger	Parish	Council

•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)	
Corporate Member

•	 Northamptonshire	County	Council	(NCC)
•	 South	Northamptonshire	District	Council

We	are	very	grateful	for	the	financial	support	of	our	funders:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	Community	Chest	(AVCC)
•	 Buckinghamshire	Community	

Foundation
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)

•	 Milton	Keynes	Heritage	Association	
(MKHA)

•	 Waste	Recycling	Environmental	Limited	
(WREN)

•	 Waterways	Recovery	Group	(WRG)

We	have	been	recognised	by	the	following:

•	 Cosgrove	Parish	Council
•	 Foscote	Parish	Meeting
•	 Maids	Moreton	Parish	Council

•	 Thornborough	Parish	Council
•	 Thornton	Parish	Meeting

Lionhearts	Cruising	Club
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Future Events  

BCS Craft Group
As well as involving yourself in one of our work parties, attending our Society’s Project 
Group, or even being part of our Committee, another way of helping BCS to raise funds is 
to join our Craft Group. Our group has gone from strength to strength, and continues to 
meet on the last Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. Nowadays, we get together either at 
my house in Pennyland, Milton Keynes or in Stony Stratford where we make rag rugs that 
can be sold on our bric-a-brac stall. We are a very friendly group and would welcome other 
like minded people interested in learning or teaching new crafts, or to simply join us for a 
very pleasant and sociable evening and discuss the various crafts that interest you.

If	you	would	like	to	attend,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

Saturday 21st - Sunday 22nd July
BCS	-	Cosgrove	Canal	Festival

&	Craft	Fair
Cosgrove Lock, Lock Lane, Cosgrove,
Milton Keynes, Northants, MK19 7JR 

Details: See Page 15

Thursday 26th July 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Saturday 28th July 11am - 5pm
Linslade	Canal	Festival

Tiddenfoot Waterside Park, Linslade, 
Leighton Buzzard, Beds, LU7

Details: www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Saturday 18th - Sunday 19th August
Blisworth	Canal	Partnership	Ltd

Blisworth	Festival
Blisworth, Northampton, 

Northants, NN7 3BU
Details: www.blisworthfestival.org

Saturday 25th - Monday 27th August
Inland	Waterways	Association

IWA	Festival	of	Water
Regatta Meadow, Crosshall Road, 

Eaton Ford, St Neots, Cambs, PE19 7AB
Details: 01635-414567

event.enquiries@waterways.org.uk

Thursday 30th August 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

© Terry Cavender
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Saturday 8th - Sunday 9th September
Friends	of	the	Canal	Museum

Village	at	War	Weekend
Stoke Bruerne, Towcester, 

Northants, NN12
Details: 

www.friendsofcanalmuseum.co.uk

Thursday 20th September 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Talk:	Vintage	Waterway	Videos	
-	David	Tucker

Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, 
West Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU

Details: 
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 27th September 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Sunday 30th September
Bedford	&	Milton	Keynes	Waterway	

Trust
BCS	Boat	Trip	on	the	John	Bunyan
Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford, 

Beds, MK41 9DJ
Details: See Page 20

July
Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

August
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

September
Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

October
Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

November
Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th

December
Sunday 9th

Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

January
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Thursday 24th

February
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st

Work Party Dates 2018/2019

March
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st

April
Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

May
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 12th

Thursday 16th
Thursday 30th

June
Sunday 9th

Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

© Terry Cavender
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Contact the Committee

Rob	Morris
Trustee
c/o 2 Staters Pound, 
Pennyland, Milton Keynes,
Bucks, MK15 8AX

rob.morris@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Lee	Whiting
Trustee and Plant & Equipment
Manager

lee.whiting@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Doug	Pell
Trustee and Restoration Manager
6 Chaucer Place, 
Eaton Ford, St Neots,
Cambs, PE19 7LN
07968 297347 
doug.pell@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Alan	Mynard
Trustee and 
Website Administrator

Milton Keynes, Bucks

alan.mynard@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
Trustee, Chairman and  
Health & Safety Officer 
Glasdir Cottage, Pen-y-Ffordd, 
Treffynon, Sir y Fflint, CH8 9HU 
07801 506411
anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Richard	Dwight	
Trustee and Treasurer
34 Hazell Park, 
Amersham,
Bucks, HP7 9AB
01494 728611
richard.dwight@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett 
Trustee, Volunteer Leader and  
Work Party Organiser
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX
01908 661217 / 07721 319404
athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Terry	Cavender
Trustee and Executive Officer
7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, 
Bucks, MK18 5HL 
01280 860316
07976 629440 
terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim	McIlroy
Trustee and Archivist

jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Colin	Levett	
Trustee and Grants Manager
12 Chicksands Avenue,
Monkston, Milton Keynes, 
Bucks, MK10 9DN

colin.levett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you are 
eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular items 
from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU, our valued members, for your 
submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter 
and comments are most welcome!

Please	submit	all	contributions	for	Issue	97	(Autumn	2018)	by	the	1st	August	2018	
via	email,	CD,	or	typed/handwritten	letter	(in	that	order	of	preference)	to:

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk	or	
Ian	Matson,	63	Almners	Road,	Lyne,	Chertsey,	Surrey,	KT16	0BH

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.
Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22

Other	Key	Contacts	:

Jean	Beddard
Membership Secretary
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 674447
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Dave	Humphreys
Chairman of Projects, Design and Grants 
Subgroup
dave.humphreys@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Ian	Matson
Editor and Publicity & Communications Manager
63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, 
Surrey, KT16 0BH
07793 451958
ian.matson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Illustrated	Talks	&	Presentations
talks@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Cosgrove	Festival	Team
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Finance	Manager
This position is currently vacant

General	Enquiries
c/o 2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
0300 323 1350
info@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

The	cost	to	call	0300	numbers	is	the	same	as	calling	a	normal	local	or	national	land	line.	If	
your	tariff	or	call	package	offers	free	or	inclusive	calls	to	landlines,	numbers	starting	with	03	
will	be	included	in	the	exact	same	way.




