
Featuring:
•	 Cosgrove	in	Water...Sort	of!	Terry	Explains
•	 Doug	Details	the	Story	of	Bridge	No1	to	Date
•	 Anthony	&	Dave	Visit	the	CRT	Archive

The Buckingham navigaTor
The Newsletter of Buckingham Canal Society

Registered Charity No. 1156662 
Issue No. 95 
Spring 2018



2			The Buckingham Navigator

  

COMPANY DIRECTOR G SMITH 
 REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES COMPANY NO 6013965  

VAT NO 765293696  

 
 
 
 

G SMITH 
GROUNDWORKS LTD 

Supporting restoration of the Buckingham Canal 
 

 

 
Approved Highways Contractor 

Wide range of groundworks undertaken including: 
 

Drainage 
Concrete Works 

Foundations 
Earthworks 

 

Landscaping 
Formwork 

General Building Services 
Traffic Management 

FIELDVIEW FARM, BLETCHLEY RD 
THORNBOROUGH, BUCKS, MK18 2DZ 

OFFICE TEL /FAX  01280 815651 
MOBILE NO 07949 671493 

Please	re-use	this	publication	which	 incorporates	a	variety	of	 information	about	
some	of	our	activities,	to	promote	the	work	of	the	Buckingham	Canal	Society	to	a	
friend	/	neighbour	/	colleague	/	relative	or	other	interested	people.



The Buckingham Navigator   3			

Welcome to the Spring 2018 edition of The 
Buckingham Navigator!

This year is looking to be the most exciting 
and productive for our Society to date, with 
all eyes focused on restoring Bridge No1. This 
edition reflects this, and the enormous efforts 
by all to get to this point. To complement 
the Brief History outlined in Doug’s article, I 
thought I would include one of my first DSLR 
images - an evocative photo of the setting sun 
over the Buckingham Arm in late Summer 
2010. How different it looked back then to the 
work in progress that it currently is! Now more 
than ever, we need more willing and able 
volunteers with a wide variety of vocations. 
Why not join us at this pivotal moment in the 
history of BCS? 

Thank you to all the contributors. Cover 
photo © Alan Mynard. Why not drop me 
an email about what you enjoyed in this 
issue, and furthermore, why not contribute 
ideas or articles for future editions (see	
page	 27). Please visit our website at  
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk	 and while 
you are online, follow us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/buckinghamcanalsociety 
and please Like us. Thank you.

Ian Matson
Editor

Editorial
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Restoration Site Update

Following the securing of a LEADER Grant, work at Bridge No1 has continued in earnest 
to facilitate the restoration of this landmark at Cosgrove. Here, the bed has been dredged 
to allow construction of a suitable platform to work upon, but in the process, a previously 
blocked field drainage pipe was unearthed, resulting in the continual pumping out of water.

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender
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All	Hands	on	Deck	Now	to	Restore	Cosgrove’s	Bridge	No1...

By now you would have seen the report in the previous edition of The Buckingham 
Navigator regarding the excellent news about the LEADER Grant which will cover the 
costs of the materials to rebuild Bridge No1 at Cosgrove. This work will take place over 
the coming year although work has already commenced with the canal bed being 
dredged up to the farmer’s crossing. Plans were in place to re-water this section of canal 
as soon as possible but the weather has beaten us to it, and because of the large amount 
of rain we have had recently we practically have this part of the canal in water already!

Most of this year our volunteers will be working at Cosgrove to complete the rebuilding 
of Bridge No1, and to assist restoration and maintenance throughout the project sites we 
now have additional help with running extra curricular work parties. Until very recently 
we ran three work parties a month on alternative Thursdays and on the second Sunday 
of each month. The Thursday excavator group now meets most Thursdays. Because 
of the funding from Adviza - 
Brighter Futures, this allows 
us to employ two support 
workers. As a result we are now 
running two extra work parties 
a week with Imogen Jackson 
running a Monday work party 
while Mark Hunt runs another 
on Tuesdays.

At Bridge No1 we have also 
uncovered the remains of the 
original stone and brickwork 
Consequently, work has 
started with building a base 

© Alan Mynard

© Alan Mynard
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in the canal bed so that the full restoration work on the bridge can start. On Sunday 
14th January sleepers were laid in the canal bed to form a platform in order to create a 
firm base for volunteers working on the bridge. Future plans for this stretch of the Old 
Stratford Cut include extending the section of canal in water up to Bridge No2.

...While	We	Keep	on	Track	at	Hyde	Lane

We also have a responsibility to keep our two other public sites looking good, so on 
Thursday 11th January I ran a work party at our Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve site 
at Hyde Lane. This allowed us to complete a task started last year which was to finish the 
installation of oak panelling along the towpath.

Yet	Another	Record	Breaking	Year	for	Team	Building	Days

Whilst the new project of restoring Bridge No1 continues I must also thank everybody 
who has helped us throughout 2017 with all the practical work along the canal. The list 
of volunteer parties from external organisations and groups grows longer each year. Last 
year we had help from various companies including a group from Argos who joined us in 
March and Birmingham based electrical distributor Mayflex UK sent a team for the first 
time in May. May also saw BCS newcomers Virgin Money UK who helped us repaint the 
lock gates at Cosgrove Lock. This task is now a regular event because the lock has been 
adopted by the Society in addition to the Buckingham Canal itself.

Thursday 15th June saw a group from Santander join us at our nature reserve site, and 
Thursday 29th June saw a return visit here from Leighton Buzzard based Vinci Technology 
Centre UK, who themselves have worked with us for over three years. On the weekend 
of 8th & 9th July, Kent and East Sussex Canal Restoration Group (KESCRG) and London 
Waterways Recovery Group (LWRG) teamed up with us at Cosgrove to give us a much 
needed push with work at Bridge No1.

Two groups from Network Rail worked with us again at our nature reserve site on 
Thursday 13th & Thursday 27th July. The second of the two groups were from Network 
Rail’s Bletchley Maintenance gang who did a marvellous job. Teams from external 
organisations continued to flow through into August with a second visit from Argos on 
Tuesday 15th. October saw Network Rail again on Thursday 5th, with a final visit in the 
shape of Argos on Thursday 19th.

Because of the extra help from these teams in addition to the extra work parties run by 
our own volunteers and our two support workers, we were able to achieve the grand 
total of an amazing 4,639 volunteer/man hours worked on site throughout 2017.

For further details about Adviza - Brighter Futures, please visit:	www.adviza.org.uk
For the LEADER programme, please see Issue 93 and also visit:	
www.gov.uk/guidance/rural-development-programme-for-england-leader-funding
For KESCRG, please visit: www.kescrg.org.uk
For LWRG, please visit:	www.waterways.org.uk/wrg/regional_groups/london_wrg
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As well as our own volunteers, we will be joined by teams from Waterways Recovery 
Group (WRG) who will be with us for a couple of weekends. As this goes to print, 
they will have already helped us on 10th & 11th February by assisting, amongst other 
things, in preparing the canal bed so the bridge restoration works can begin.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Ian Stewart

© Ian Stewart

© Ian Stewart
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Do	You	Dig	Canals?...We	Do!
Work parties are held every other Thursday and the second Sunday 
of each month and are always friendly, welcoming and very 
rewarding. If you would like to become involved, please contact me 
using my contact details on page 26. 

In addition, work party dates can be found on page 25, and more 
detailed information about these and extra curricular dates can be 
found by visiting our work parties web page at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/work-parties/

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser©Fallarino Photo

Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has a duty of care to its members, volunteers and 
the public to comply with the Health & Safety legislations in place. BCS operates work 
parties under terms of Insurance provided through the Inland Waterways Association 
(IWA). As a part of this arrangement, we work within many of the principles and methods 
of Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) as well as some specific Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
guidance.

All work party volunteers need to be aware of WRG’s Site Health & Safety video and  
their accompanying Volunteers’ Health & Safety Guide booklet, which was recently 
revised in 2013. We ask that you please take some time to review the WRG Health & 
Safety material on a regular basis, for your and your team’s safety and peace of mind. 
This is especially important when working on a site involving construction machinery 
(plant), as it is a requirement to confirm that you have reviewed this material within the 
12 months prior to the event.

We would also ask all those new volunteers who haven’t yet done so, to pre-read all of 
the WRG Health & Safety material before their first day on site. You will always be given 
a Health and Safety briefing at any work party, but pre-reading can speed things up. 
Please bear in mind that the WRG Health & Safety material is only an introduction to site 
safety, and does not remove the need for any volunteer to have a full briefing about a 
specific site or project.

To view the video and booklet, please visit our WRG Health & Safety Video web page at: 
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/wrg-health-safety-video/

Ian Matson 
Editor

Health & Safety Refresher
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The Winter Statement
Greetings! In the Isle of Albion there are three weather fronts. Frequently the weather 
comes off the Atlantic, and rain falls on Salisbury Plain; occasionally it reaches us. 
Infrequently our weather is sent from France, and we have storms. Finally it comes down 
from the Arctic, and we have those beautiful blue skies, and crisp, cold, days.

We intrepid navvies ignore the weather and try to turn out regardless to restore our 
canal, but occasionally the Trustees have to restrain you if we get an ‘infrequent’ one, or 
a day needing snowshoes. The Arctic has prevailed this year lending a natural feel and 
tone to The Winter Statement.

Bridge No1 at Cosgrove continues to reveal its secrets of previous construction. Brain cogs 
are turning on structural design, and gallons of elbow grease are at hand. Buckingham 
Canal Society was delighted to receive a grant from LEADER for this heritage restoration 
work, complemented by a generous donation from Inland Waterways Association (IWA). 
Please see an excellent article on the restoration work to date of this structure written by 
Society Trustee Doug Pell on page 16.

Earlier this year we were short of water, but now it is there in abundance, but not always 
in the right places. We have not had a continuous forty days and forty nights, but on 
some days it has felt like it. Hardy trustees regularly make a trip to Cosgrove and start up 
pumps to move water around.

A project team has now been established for a new channel between Cosgrove and 
Passenham. Meetings are being held regularly face to face, and using teleconferencing, 
to progress a design, and prepare a bid to the EU. We have an excellent multidisciplinary 
team consisting of retired engineering professionals, spearheaded by Terry Cavender 
who has yet to hang his boots up, and seems to pack more into each day than the hours 
naturally allow. Perhaps he owns a different clock to the rest of us. Formal presentations 
have been made to the local district and parish councils, and generally the details have 
been well received.

© Alan Mynard
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There have been meetings with CRT regional and national management, providing a 
useful platform for  exchanging ideas, and our receipt of valuable guidance in our work.

The Society continues to explore grant funding for a range of restoration, new work, 
and maintenance. We have recently been successful in securing funding for a new solar 
pump which makes excellent use of free energy from the heavens to move water around 
in our green corridor. Funding is being sought for a new accessible footbridge over the 
bottom gate of Cosgrove Lock. If successful this will make the Buckingham Canal more 
open to visitors. Discussions are being held with South East Midlands Local Enterprise 
Partnership (SEMLEP) for other schemes as well.

Once again, thanks all round for the work at all our project sites by all the Society’s 
volunteers, our support workers, various trustees with civil engineering skills who like 
to use them, and also corporate visiting groups who relish days spent working on our 
canal. 2017 was the most successful year to date in attracting corporate groups for their 
team building days.

In addition to construction restoration work at Cosgrove, another favourite site is the 
Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve at Hyde Lane. Our recently sown grass seed has 
turned into grass, and nature’s watering can has sped it along. Far from praying it will 
grow when first sown, we now have to trim it every now and then. Our work parties keep 
an eye on things, and keep our canal looking neat. The Bourton Meadow stretch near 
Buckingham at the end of our canal requires regular maintenance to keep it looking at 
its best. Last year we were delighted to see a range of wildlife in that area, from small 
Dragonflies to Red Kites. Such events make habitats real and alive, and make important 
contributions to biodiversity.

Funding continues to flow from Adviza - Brighter Futures under the Building Futures 
programme which is part of the Building Better Opportunities programme. This money 
is derived from the Big Lottery Fund and the European Social Fund, and we are delighted 
to display their logo in our correspondence and posters.

Our Annual General Meeting, which will be held on the 24th March 2018, is now in the 
advanced planning stage. This is a special day for all of our members and visitors, and 
we will be offering an interesting programme of events, as well as a range of food and 
drinks. We are pleased to say that two new persons have stepped forward for election as 
trustees at the forthcoming AGM.

So, this is where the Society is at right now, as we tolerate winter, and think of spring. 
There is a lot going on as usual, and we are all enthusiastic about that. Have a look at our 
website, and if any of the vacancies interest you, then give us a call.

For further details about Adviza - Brighter Futures, please visit:	www.adviza.org.uk
For the LEADER programme, please see Issue 93 and also visit:	
www.gov.uk/guidance/rural-development-programme-for-england-leader-funding
For SEMLEP please visit: www.semlep.com

Jim McIlroy
Trustee	and	Archivist
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Bridge	No1:	Our	Gateway	to	Buckingham	from	Cosgrove

As many of you know, in October 2016, 
after 25 years of thinking, including 6 
years of talking and 2 years of paperwork, 
it finally happened. We got the go ahead 
to dig out the mound of earth and rubble 
from where the former Bridge No1 had 
been. 

Over the ensuing twelve months, much 
mud and material has been removed. 
At the same time, funding options were 
explored, and in November BCS was able 
to sign the formal contracts for a grant of 
over £70,000 from LEADER for rebuilding 
the bridge. In addition, we were given a 
grant of £10,000 from IWA for the bridge as 
well as other donations from individuals. 
When combined with funds from our 
Society’s reserves, we will have a growing 
healthy project budget of around £95,000.

Work is well underway as this article is 
written. The sleeper ‘raft’ on a bed of MOT 
Type 1 Sub Base 0/30mm gravel is in place, 
and again, as I write, February 10th and 
11th will be the next planned weekend 
that we team up with LWRG and KESCRG 
again. This time it will be to re-align the 
adjacent mooring ‘garden’ ready for the 
formwork build.

Our structural engineer is going to 
be sorting out the formwork, i.e. the 
temporary timber structure that will 
support the brickwork whilst it is built.

For further details about KESCRG, please visit: www.kescrg.org.uk
For the LEADER programme, please see Issue 93 and also visit:	
www.gov.uk/guidance/rural-development-programme-for-england-leader-funding
For LWRG, please visit:	www.waterways.org.uk/wrg/regional_groups/london_wrg

BCS News

© Alan Mynard
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The	Missing	Link:	the	New	Channel	Project

So, what about the A5? The cost of moving the A5 is prohibitive so our plan is to use 
a span of the existing road bridge over the River Great Ouse. A team of us are putting 
plans in place and have now shared these with South Northamptonshire District Council, 
Old Stratford Parish Council and Cosgrove Parish Council. We aspire to apply for funding 
from the EU’s LIFE programme. Lots more details to follow at our AGM.

For further details about LIFE, please visit: ec.europa.eu/environment/life/

Cosgrove	in	Water!

As those of you who have visited the arm at Cosgrove in recent weeks will know, a lot of 
work went into dry dredging the canal bed last year. This is now at the level of the clay, 
and we have been pumping out the water from the bridge excavations into the canal 
section that has been scraped. As a result, we have about 450mm (18”) of water, and the 
responses from people passing by has been very positive. There is still some work to do 
to finish topping off the towpath and sowing grass seed along the surrounding bank.

We aim to keep on scraping throughout the spring and summer all the way to Bridge 
No2 when we have the capacity and the ground conditions permit. Doug’s Digging Day 
is operational on most Thursdays, and yes, you guessed it, is headed up by Trustee and 
Restoration Manager Doug Pell.

Feeling	Casual?

As a part of the Adviza - Brighter Futures funding programme, we anticipate taking on a 
short-term additional part time support worker to help with volunteering work parties 
over the summer. If	 you	 know	of	 anyone	who	would	 be	 interested	 in	 discussing	
this,	further,	please	email	me	with	your	contact	details	using	mine	on	page	26.	The	
hours	and	role	can	be	adapted	for	the	right	candidate.

For further details about Adviza - Brighter Futures, please visit:	www.adviza.org.uk

Terry Cavender
Trustee	and	Executive	Officer

© Terry Cavender © Terry Cavender
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Charitable Incorporated Organisation
Registered Charity Number 1156662

For more information, please contact Athina Beckett by 
tel: 01908 661217
email: athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Please visit our website: www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Meeting at 7.30pm

Cheese, Wine and Light Refreshments Available

‘Messing About on the Water - on Buckingham’s Canals’

Learn About the Latest Developments with Our Canal, 
and Take in a Fascinating Talk by Ed Grimsdale - 

Hon. Local Historian to Buckingham Old Gaol, Entitled:

BUCKINGHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE,
CORNWALLS MEADOW, BUCKINGHAM, 

MK18 1RP

SATURDAY 24th MARCH 2018

BUCKINGHAM CANAL SOCIETY
AGM + CHEESE & WINE SOCIAL EVENING
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A major restoration activity that is currently under way is the rebuilding of Bridge No1,  
which once stood proud at the entrance to the Buckingham Arm. This article provides 
a brief background to the local landmark, the work currently under way and the future 
plans for this very important and symbolic piece of restoration work.

A	Very	Brief	History	of	Our	Local	Landmark
Regrettably, Bridge No1 was deliberately destroyed in 1944 to form a Dam. Additional 
materials were added to the destroyed remains of the bridge and used to infill the void 
to form an access across the disused arm. This work effectively completely blocked the 
entrance to the Buckingham Arm! Visitors to the Bridge No1 site a year ago would just 
see a large mound shortly beyond the steel shuttering marking the current end of water 
at the entrance of the Buckingham Arm, as the photo below taken in 2014 shows. As the 
bridge site was being actively used by farm traffic, the task of rebuilding was made more 
complicated as an alternate means of access was required before any restoration works 
could commence.

The	Preperation	Work	Begins

During a series of volunteer work parties, the old canal bed was filled in with spoil 
approximately 50 yards further along the arm. Pipework was put in place prior to the 
infill to allow the canal bed further along the Arm to be re-watered. After compressing 
the infilled spoil, large reused solid Ekki (an African wood - Lophira alata) planking was 
placed on top to allow the safe transit of farm vehicles and animals across the new access 
way. 

Bridging the Gap

© Ian Matson
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The fence opposite the towpath side was 
replaced with a metal double gate. This 
enabled the Society to keep the site secure 
from farm animals and allowed the farmer 
to control the passage across the access, 
as was the case with the in filled Bridge 
No1. The scale of works for this new farm 
crossing should not be understated, for 
example the logistics of procuring and 
moving the heavy Ekki planking to the 
site was a major undertaking in its own 
right. Our thanks are extended to the 
many volunteers who worked so hard 
on the construction of this crossing. It’s 
important to add here that this new farm 
access across the bed of the canal is only 
intended to be in place as a temporary 
measure during the reconstruction of 
Bridge No1! When complete, the bridge 
will resort to being the farm access across 
the Arm at this point.

We negotiated with a local farmer the use 
of a small piece of land in the corner of the 
field that’s on the towpath side adjacent to 
Bridge No1. This piece of land was enclosed 
with Harris Fencing to form a compound 
used to store materials, equipment and 
ultimately the spoil and stone to be 
excavated from the infilled bridge.

Blue	and	Marigold	Earn	Their	Keep
As has been described and photographed in earlier editions of The Buckingham 
Navigator, the Society’s Excavator ‘Blue’ and its Wheeled Dumper ‘Marigold’ were put to 
good use in digging out and moving the spoil, stone and rubble from in and around the 
bridge to the newly created compound. We must not forget the efforts of the volunteer 
plant operators and the many other volunteers wielding picks and shovels to explore 
areas and reaching those places too difficult for Blues’ excavating buckets to reach. This 
very hard work was carried out over the course of a large number of work parties in 
weather conditions that were sometimes good and other times downright awful!

Who’s	Going	to	Pay	for	All	the	New	Bricks?
As work was happening at pace to excavate the spoil and debris from the Bridge No1 
site, BCS, headed by Terry Cavender, compiled a bid to the LEADER Authority for a grant 

© Doug Pell

© Terry Cavender
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to contribute to the purchase of reconstruction materials and additional plant hire for 
the bridge. In addition, BCS also received a very generous legacy donation from IWA 
Northampton Branch and some equally generous donations from the public and Society 
members. I can happily report that the LEADER grant application was successful, and this 
combined with the other donations and our Society’s own funds now allow us to purchase 
the materials required together with the specialist plant hire to reconstruct Bridge No1. 
Together with the generous donations, this fund raising achievement should again not 
be understated, and will complement in every way the equally hard and dedicated hours 
of voluntary work performed and yet to be performed in the bridge‘s reconstruction.

The	Remains	of	the	Old	Bridge	are	Revealed

After many, many hours of volunteer’s hard graft, the spoil in and around Bridge No1 has 
been dug out and moved, revealing the two sides of the original arch, the wing walls,  
towpath with it’s canal wall and even the remains of the old stop plank shuttering slots! 
Uncovering what remained was a very important but only part of the job. A professional 
assessment had to be made on the condition of the remaining structure revealing what, 
if anything, could be reused, with a design drawn up based on these findings to reinstate 
the site as a working bridge. Pits were dug adjacent to the existing structures to assess 
the conditions of the footings, foundations and integrity of what remained of the bridge. 

BCS was fortunate in obtaining the voluntary 
services of a professional structural engineer - 
Keith Rawlings of Rawlings Structural Design, 
who inspected the pits and remaining structures. 
Shown left is the on site California Bearing Ratio 
test (CBR), originally developed for evaluating 
the bearing capacity and formation strength of 
subgrade (soil) for construction. The good news 
was that the existing site and structures could 
largely be re-used as part of the reconstruction 
of the bridge. In parallel to this work, BCS 
consulted with CRT and its Heritage Officer 
over the options for bridge reconstruction. Our 

© Alan Mynard © Alan Mynard

© Dave Humphreys
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Society has received excellent co-operation and advice from CRT, allowing a way forward 
for the design of the reconstructed bridge. As this goes to press, Keith is working with 
our Chairman of Projects, Design and Grants Subgroups - Dave Humphreys, to produce 
detailed designs for the bridge itself and, for the temporary works.

As part of the reconstruction process, the formwork will need to be assembled on the 
canal bed to support the new masonry of the bridge arch as it is built across the canal.  
It was therefore necessary to assess the ground conditions of the canal bed at this point 
for its suitability to bear the weight of the formwork and supported masonry during 
construction. BCS engaged a professional soil and ground testing consultancy who 
then deployed test equipment to the site to assess the condition of the ground. The 
consultancy found the condition of the ground to be suitable for the works proposed.

Preliminary	Construction	Work	Begins
In parallel to the detailed design work, two other 
activities have commenced. The excavation of the infill 
at the base of the bridge has revealed a drainage inlet, 
as shown here. This is where water from the adjacent 
field drained into the Arm. Not surprisingly, when all 
the surrounding infill was dug away the water began 
draining again from the field! Although very useful in the 
future, it now proves rather a nuisance as it annoyingly 
fills our site working area with water! So we have dug out 
a temporary water sump and now regularly pump out the water to allow us to work. The 
surplus water is also nicely filling the recently dredged canal bed on the other side of the 
temporary farm crossing. The other activity completed was to line the canal bed beneath 
the bridge arch with a membrane and move several tons of ballast gravel on top of the 
membrane.  A series of heavy wooden sleepers have been placed on top of the gravel to 
form solid foundations for the erection and assembly of the arch formwork.

So	What	Happens	Next?
The detailed designs currently being worked on will incorporate the use of lime mortar 
and bricks traditionally used in typical canal bridge constructions. The nature of lime 
mortar is that it will only properly cure and set in warmer temperatures, namely during 
spring and summer. So, the immediate tasks are to erect and assemble the supporting 
formwork in readiness for spring and summer when the bricklaying and masonry 
construction will begin. The plan is to complete the major construction work by the end 
of summer this year. More details on this phase of construction will appear in future 
editions of this newsletter, so please keep reading and supporting our Society!

For further details about the LEADER programme, please see Issue 93 and also visit:	
www.gov.uk/guidance/rural-development-programme-for-england-leader-funding

Doug Pell
Trustee	and	Restoration	Manager

© Alan Mynard
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Early November last year there were a few emails passing backwards and forwards about 
old photographs of the Buckingham Arm. Trustee Alan Mynard found that CRT had 
started to publish their stock of photographs online and he found some very interesting 
ones indeed.

The CRT Archive had recently moved from their National Waterways Museum at 
Gloucester Docks to its sister museum at Ellesmere Port. As it happened, Trustee Anthony 
Smith-Roberts had just moved to Clwyd in North Wales. Terry Cavender asked Anthony if 
he could visit the CRT Archive, a distance of 22.5 miles according to Google Maps.

At the time I was struggling with the setting out of the arch to Bridge No1 and I was 
thinking “I wish I could look at the original construction drawing!” When I saw the emails 
stating that Anthony was going to the Archive I thought it would certainly be of benefit if 
I could go as well. This would give me the chance to peruse some of the original drawings.

I emailed the Archive centre and John Benson (CRT Archivist) replied, and in doing so 
sent me a photograph of one of the drawings which did indeed show the setting out 
of Bridge No1. I asked John if he would send a report of all the information he had on 
the Buckingham Arm. Within a couple of days he had provided a comprehensive list of 
the drawings and artifacts of our canal. After circulating the report, BCS Trustee Athina 
Beckett had noticed an ‘agreement’ between a landowner and a farmer for a landing stage 
listed in the report. Coincidently, a few days earlier at the Cosgrove site, the volunteers 
had exposed a short stone platform projecting into the canal as the photos above and 
opposite show. So again this provided another good reason to go to the Archive.

I had originally arranged to meet Anthony at the National Waterways Museum in Ellesmere 
Port at 11 o’clock, but I wanted to get there early so I planned to get the 9 o’clock(ish) 

Anthony & Dave’s CRT Archive Visit

© Alan Mynard
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train from Milton Keynes. As it happened I got there a lot earlier than I expected! I 
actually arrived at Ellesmere Port at 9 o’clock. I then had the red faced moment, when I 
telephoned John Benson and said “you know I said I would arrive at 11o’clock…well I’m 
outside in the entrance!” Expecting to hear him ask me to go and wait in the café, he said 
“fine, come in!” All the archive material we had asked for was either there or on its way! It 
was just as well I did arrive early as I had a very interesting day.

One of the first items I looked at was a fold out map between two bound covers. This 
map was produced in incredible detail. I had with me a small handheld scanner, and 
subsequently it was only a few days before writing this article that I used that image from 
the scanner to show that the canal once joined the River Great Ouse for a short length 
at Maids Moreton.

The next item was a complete book of drawings of the Grand Union Canal. I have seen 
similar packs of drawings on lock building or civil engineering projects. However, the 
modern equivalent is normally in an aluminium clip and hangs from a frame that looks 
like a short wardrobe hanger from IKEA for storing coats and suits! I had seen these books 
at the London Design Museum in an exhibition of Isambard Kingdom Brunel. I remember 
it well because it had a pack of drawings that was held together with three nuts and 
bolts and two metal plates along with a note stating that anyone found separating these 
drawing will be fined one shilling!

Anyway, this book of Grand Union Canal drawings was slightly different in that the 
illustrations were on a waxed linen material, which I can recall was still being used in 
some drawing offices in the 1960s. This was mainly because it lasted longer than paper. 

© Alan Mynard
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The book was bound in a soft leather. At some point though, it had gotten wet and was 
therefore decaying. The bolts that were holding it together were rusting, and it looked 
impossible to undo these to release the drawings. I really did not want to damage this 
artefact, so I used the scanner directly on the surface of the drawing as it was the safest 
way. In the pack I recognised Wolverton, and the town was very much smaller. It showed 
the original station too. I believe the drawings were dated in the 1850s. I have scanned 
all of the Buckingham Arm including the Old Stratford Cut. Because of the size of the 
drawings I had to scan them in two strips and join them together digitally.

Ironically, whilst at the CRT Archive, there was a salesman demonstrating a photographic 
scanner to the archive staff. Hopefully we may soon be able to get other documents as 
well as photographs online as the tools and opportunities to do so become available. 
Meanwhile, while I was so engrossed in looking at all the documents, Anthony had 
arrived at the museum. He had sat in the café waiting for me, and then decided to find 
John Benson.

Anthony started looking through the status reports of the canal, dating from the 1960s. 
We were hoping that they would show some construction details, but unfortunately 
they only reported the dilapidation of the canal in some areas. In one instance the cost 
of repairs was shown, which as far as I can see never seemed to happen.

Then came a interesting artefact in the form of a flyer from a group calling themselves 
the Buckingham Canal Society! Well, well!.

I did manage to scan a few 
more drawings, some so 
old that they were barely in 
one piece! I had to be very 
careful when handling 
them. I also scanned a 
drawing showing all the 
levels throughout the 
whole of the Grand Union 
Canal. Looking up to the 
clock I saw the time really 
had flown by! It was 4.30 in 
the afternoon, and most of 
the staff had their hats and 
coats on. We took the hint.

I still have a lot of work to do in polishing up some of the scanned images, and we need 
to create a public area where we can show the results off on the website. Hopefully in 
the next issue of The Buckingham Navigator we will be able to post a link to the website 
archive.

Dave Humphreys
Chairman	of	Projects,	Design	and	Grants	Subgroup

© Dave Humphreys
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Brown Trout is my 45ft narrowboat and I am writing this from the Erewash Canal near 
Nottingham where we are attending the IWA Festival of Water being held over the 
August Bank Holiday. We are surrounded by over 100 other boats attending the festival 
and one of the advantages of running a bric-a-brac stall for BCS is that you get a bank 
side mooring near the entrance to the event, rather than having to walk miles as we 
have had to do in the past. As we are also on view to the general public walking along 
the towpath, the boat is covered in bunting to make her look pretty and also gives us a 
chance to advertise our Society with banners down the side.

After the Festival of Water we travelled to Stoke Bruerne to attend the Village at War 
Weekend event held over the weekend of 9th & 10th September. This is the time of 
year when most of the village dress up in 1940s costumes and a lovely lady called Lola 
sings Vera Lynn songs. The BCS stall usually does very well here and by the end of the 
year would hope to have made over £2,000 for our cause. As everything on the stall is 
donated because it is on longer wanted by its owner, it is a great way of recycling items 
and making the Buckingham Canal Society money. 

We have the fun of collecting unwanted items, selling them for profit and getting a 
chance to attend a lot of lovely festivals while meeting interesting people. These have 
included Timothy West and Prunella Scales, whom we met at the Braunston & Historic  
Narrow Boat Rally & Canal Festival last June. So please keep supplying us with your 
unwanted items for us to sell and BCS will continue to benefit from the profit so we may 
carry on with the restoration work.

Brown Trout - Working for the Cause

© Athina Beckett
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Our bric-a-brac stall is out and about 
throughout the year attending canal 
festivals and village events, raising 
funds for the Society. If anyone fancies 
a change of scene, we readily welcome 
new people to come along and give a 
helping hand in running the stall. It’s 
really good fun and you’ll also get the 
chance to attend a wide variety of 
canal  festivals and local events whilst 
helping to raise funds for BCS to restore the Buckingham Canal. So why not come along 
and help us make a difference. You won’t regret it.

To try and tempt you, some of the festivals we have previously attended include: 
Buckingham Spring Fair in April; Family Festival Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in June; 
our own Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair in July; Linslade Canal Festival in July; The 
Festival of Water at Northampton in August; Village at War Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in 
September; Buckingham Christmas Fair in December. The Village at War event is always 
great fun, as you get the chance to dress up in 1940s costume!

If	you	have	any	good	quality	bric-a-brac	that	you	would	like	to	donate,	or	would	
like	to	give	us	a	hand	on	the	stall	 this	year,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	
details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Ian Matson

Our Bric-a-Brac Stall Needs You

Our BCS Craft Group which 
meets on the last Thursday of 
each month also helps out by 
making rag rugs which can then 
be sold on the stall, again raising 
money for canal restoration. A 
win win situation all round! To 
continue making these rag rugs 
we also need your unwanted 
old T-shirts and anything else 
that can be cut to produce more 
material for rag rug making.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunterr	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Ian Matson
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We	are	very	grateful	for	the	continued	support	of	our	patrons:

•	 Rt.	Hon.	John	Bercow	MP •	 Lord	Boswell	of	Aynho

The	Wyvern	Shipping	Co	Ltd

Nikon	Optical	UK	Ltd

Taverners	Boat	Club

Braunston	Marina

Patrons, Partnerships and Funders

Corporate Members

Inland	Waterways	Association	
Northampton	Branch

We	have	formal	partnerships	with	the	following:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	District	Council	(AVDC)	
•	 Buckingham	Town	Council
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Canal	&	River	Trust	(CRT)
•	 Deanshanger	Parish	Council

•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)	
Corporate Member

•	 Northamptonshire	County	Council	(NCC)
•	 South	Northamptonshire	District	Council

We	are	very	grateful	for	the	financial	support	of	our	funders:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	Community	Chest	(AVCC)
•	 Buckinghamshire	Community	

Foundation
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)

•	 Milton	Keynes	Heritage	Association	
(MKHA)

•	 Waste	Recycling	Environmental	Limited	
(WREN)

•	 Waterways	Recovery	Group	(WRG)

We	have	been	recognised	by	the	following:

•	 Cosgrove	Parish	Council
•	 Foscote	Parish	Meeting
•	 Maids	Moreton	Parish	Council

•	 Thornborough	Parish	Council
•	 Thornton	Parish	Meeting

Lionhearts	Cruising	Club
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Tuesday 10th April 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton

Talk:	‘The	Canal	Life	and	Times	of	
David	Blagrove’	by	Tim	Coghlan

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Friday 13th - Saturday 14th April
IWA	Milton	Keynes
Canal	Clean	Up

Meet: Fenny Stratford Lock. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Tuesday 17th April 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Joint	meeting	with	Milton	Keynes	
Natural	History	Society

The Cruck Barn, Milton Keynes City 
Discovery Centre, Alston Drive, Bradwell 
Abbey, Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK3 6PU. 

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Future Events  

BCS Craft Group
As well as involving yourself in one of our work parties, attending our Society’s Project 
Group, or even being part of our Committee, another way of helping BCS to raise funds is 
to join our Craft Group. Our group has gone from strength to strength, and continues to 
meet on the last Thursday of each month at 7.30pm. Nowadays, we get together either at 
my house in Pennyland, Milton Keynes or in Stony Stratford where we make rag rugs that 
can be sold on our bric-a-brac stall. We are a very friendly group and would welcome other 
like minded people interested in learning or teaching new crafts, or to simply join us for a 
very pleasant and sociable evening and discuss the various crafts that interest you.

If	you	would	like	to	attend,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser
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Thursday 26th April 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Friday 25th - Monday 28th May
IWA	Milton	Keynes
Lock	Help	Weekend

Meet: Three Locks, Leighton Road, Stoke 
Hammond, Bucks, MK17 9DD. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 31st May 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Saturday 23rd - Sunday 24th June
Braunston	&	Historic	Narrow	Boat	Rally	

&	Canal	Festival
Braunston Marina, Braunston, 

Nr Daventry, Northants, NN11 7JH
Details: 01788-891373

www.braunstonmarina.co.uk

Sunday 24th June 3.00pm
Mikron	Theatre	Co.
Play:	‘Get	Well	Soon’

The Moorings, Nicholas Mead, Great 
Linford, Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK14 5EL

 Details:
www.mikron.org.uk/tour-dates-listing

April
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

May
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th
Thursday 31st

June
Sunday 10th

Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th

July
Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

August
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

September
Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

October
Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

November
Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th

Work Party Dates 2018/2019

December
Sunday 9th

Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

January
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Thursday 24th

February
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st

March
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st

© Alan Mynard
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Contact the Committee

Trustee
We are interested to hear from
people who would like to join us
as trustees.

Lee	Whiting
Trustee and Plant & Equipment
Manager

lee.whiting@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Doug	Pell
Trustee and Restoration Manager
6 Chaucer Place, 
Eaton Ford, St Neots,
Cambs, PE19 7LN
07968 297347 
doug.pell@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Alan	Mynard
Trustee and 
Website Administrator

Milton Keynes

alan.mynard@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
Trustee, Chairman and  
Health & Safety Officer 
Glasdir Cottage, Pen-y-Ffordd, 
Treffynon, Sir y Fflint, CH8 9HU 
07801 506411
anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim	McIlroy
Trustee and Archivist

jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Richard	Dwight	
Trustee and Treasurer
34 Hazell Park, 
Amersham,
Bucks, HP7 9AB
01494 728611
richard.dwight@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett 
Trustee, Volunteer Leader and  
Work Party Organiser
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX
01908 661217 / 07721 319404
athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Terry	Cavender
Trustee and Executive Officer
7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, 
Bucks, MK18 5HL 
01280 860316
07976 629440 
terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Trustee
We are interested to hear from
people who would like to join us
as trustees.
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Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you are 
eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular items 
from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU, our valued members, for your 
submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter 
and comments are most welcome!

Please submit all contributions for Issue 96 (Summer 2018) by the 1st May 2018 via email, 
CD, or typed/handwritten letter (in that order of preference) to:

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or 
Ian Matson, 63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0BH

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.
Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22

Other	Key	Contacts	:

Jean	Beddard
Membership Secretary
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 674447
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Dave	Humphreys
Chairman of Projects, Design and Grants 
Subgroup
dave.humphreys@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Mark	Hunt
Support Worker
07950 735507
mark.hunt@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Imogen	Jackson
Support Worker
07801 966198
imogen.jackson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Ian	Matson
Editor and Publicity & Communications Manager
63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, 
Surrey, KT16 0BH
07793 451958
ian.matson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Illustrated	Talks	&	Presentations
talks@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Cosgrove	Festival	Team
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Finance	Manager
This position is currently vacant

© Alan Mynard




