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Welcome to the Winter 2017 edition of The Buckingham Navigator!

Instead of an editorial ramble this issue, I thought I would be a bit 
cheeky and share one rather appropriate image below from my recently 
completed course with The Royal Photographic Society (RPS)/Open 
University. This was taken on a rainy day on the River Wey Navigation 
at Bowers Lock near Guildford in Surrey. And not a hint of Photoshop 
in site! I passed the course, gaining a Certificate. Now for a Distinction!

Thank you to all the contributors. Cover photo © Alan Mynard. Why 
not drop me an email about what you enjoyed in this issue, and furthermore, why not 
contribute ideas or articles for future editions (see	page	27). Please visit our website 
at www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk	and while you are online, follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/BuckinghamCanalSociety and please Like us. Thank you, and I 
hope you have a very merry Christmas and a happy new year!
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© Ian Matson 
Editor
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Restoration Site Update

Courtesy of Tesco Bags of Help, we tried our new inflatable for the first time on Thursday 
10th August at Bourton Meadow, with Bryan Knight rowing and pulling reeds as he 
went. Volunteers raked them up onto the bank, thus proving to be a very successful 
and fun combination! More reed pulling sessions are planned for the future!

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender © Terry Cavender
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There’s	Cutbacks	at	Bourton	Meadow...

I once thought that when we had got a section of the Buckingham Canal back in water 
again, it could look after itself. I was wrong in some ways as we now have more to do at 
our Bourton Meadow site by keeping it looking good for the visitors ever since its re-
watering a few years back. 

As mentioned in the last edition of our newsletter, we now have a problem with an 
excessive growth of reeds, and whilst this is good for the wildlife (we now have ducklings, 
swans and herons on site), we need to stop this stretch of canal from becoming a jungle 
by regularly strimming, hedgecutting and keeping up with the general maintenance. 

The weed problem used to be dealt with by volunteers hauling out the reeds with Kebs 
(weed forks often carried on boats) which was very hard work. However, we now have 
extra equipment on hand to help with this task, thanks to a grant from Tesco’s Bags 
of Help scheme. This initiative has enabled BCS to obtain an inflatable boat (shown 
opposite) which at present has to be operated with paddles. In the not too distant future 
we hope to operate it with an outboard motor. 

We were also able to buy a new strimmer with the money received from the Tesco Bags 
of Help grant. It is actually a cross between a strimmer and a lawn mower. The strimmer 
will cut areas of long grass extremely quickly and efficiently, proving very useful at most 
of our sites.

...Whilst	it’s	Business	as	Usual	at	Hyde	Lane

At Hyde Lane’s Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve site, we are continuing the towpath 
work again, whilst ably assisted by volunteers from several external organisations. 
Thursday 15th June saw Santander send a volunteer group to join us, followed on 
Thursday 29th June by another from Vinci Technology Centre UK, making it a third return 
visit from the Leighton Buzzard based company! 

© Terry Cavender
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July saw two groups from Network Rail work with us at the nature reserve, including their 
track maintenance gang who had no problems doing lots of digging. Thursday 13th saw 
them send what was for BCS a near record number of 27 extra volunteers (some shown 
in photo above)! Such a number enabled us to work 162 volunteer hours! Network Rail 
allow their employees five volunteer days per year, and as some had up to four more 
days to use, they were only too willing to offer us extra help when the opportunity arose!

At the time of writing, various organisations were 
still looking to book sessions with us for later in 
the year. We had yet another group from Network 
Rail pencilled in for Thursday 5th October, in 
addition to a team from Cranfield University who 
wished to join us on Saturday 21st October. Whilst 
thanking these teams that have assisted us, I must 
also thank our own volunteers who continue to 
support us at least three times a month. 

We usually get around a dozen people working 
on site, but new volunteers are always welcome. 
If	you	have	been	thinking	about	helping,	but	
have	 not	 yet	 taken	 the	 plunge,	 then	 please	
make	 contact	 with	 me	 using	 my	 details	 on	
page	26.  You will receive a very warm welcome, 
especially as we are planning to have many lovely 
bonfires throughout the winter! Only joking, but 
please email me for details if you are interested in 
volunteering some of your spare time.© Athina Beckett

© Athina Beckett
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In August we ran a special work party for a group of 21 individuals from Argos on 
Tuesday 15th. They continued with the towpath restoration work, and replaced three 
rotten fence posts in addition to trimming the hedge back. Many from the group 
showed a positive interest in joining us for our Sunday work parties, and one lady had 
even attended our festival with her family. Positive interest indeed.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Athina Beckett
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Do	You	Dig	Canals?...We	Do!
Work parties are held every other Thursday and the second Sunday 
of each month and are always friendly, welcoming and very 
rewarding. If you would like to become involved, please contact me 
using my contact details on page 26. 

In addition, work party dates can be found on page 25, and more 
detailed information can be found by visiting our work parties web 
page at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/work-parties/

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser©Fallarino Photo

Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has a duty of care to its members, volunteers and 
the public to comply with the Health & Safety legislations in place. BCS operates work 
parties under terms of Insurance provided through the Inland Waterways Association 
(IWA). As a part of this arrangement, we work within many of the principles and methods 
of Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) as well as some specific Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
guidance.

All work party volunteers need to be aware of WRG’s Site Health & Safety video and  
their accompanying Volunteers’ Health & Safety Guide booklet, which was recently 
revised in 2013. We ask that you please take some time to review the WRG Health & 
Safety material on a regular basis, for your and your team’s safety and peace of mind. 
This is especially important when working on a site involving construction machinery 
(plant), as it is a requirement to confirm that you have reviewed this material within the 
12 months prior to the event.

We would also ask all those new volunteers who haven’t yet done so, to pre-read all of 
the WRG Health & Safety material before their first day on site. You will always be given 
a Health and Safety briefing at any work party, but pre-reading can speed things up. 
Please bear in mind that the WRG Health & Safety material is only an introduction to site 
safety, and does not remove the need for any volunteer to have a full briefing about a 
specific site or project.

To view the video and booklet, please visit our WRG Health & Safety Video web page at: 
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/wrg-health-safety-video/

Ian Matson 
Editor

Health & Safety Refresher
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The Autumn Statement
Greetings! This is a new section for the Navigator which will be a regular feature from the 
Trustees of BCS.

As it is that time of the year when leaves fall from the trees, and different colours appear, 
this edition has been called the Autumn Statement. The Navigator is published on a 
quarterly basis, so you will also see Winter, Spring and Summer Statements full of updates 
on all our activities appear in the Spring, Summer and Winter issues respectively.

Restoration work continues with much enthusiasm at Cosgrove where the existing 
structure of Bridge No1 has now been fully exposed. This has required multiple boots 
on the ground, plenty of elbow grease, and much needed support from our mechanical 
marvels; Blue and Marigold. It was necessary to excavate exploratory pits to expose 
the foundations, and to take an opinion from a structural engineer who joined BCS this 
year. Our thanks go to Keith Rawlings for his professional expertise. Subject to available 
funding, BCS intends to rebuild the bridge in the style of the original build using bricks 
and materials approved by CRT. 

We now await the opportunity to pour water into the restored canal at Cosgrove. Due to 
the vagaries of the British weather, the River Great Ouse and the River Tove are below the 
minimum levels for extraction. The forty days and forty nights may be required, although 
it is fair to say that there is more consistency in the word combinations of autumn and 
rain, than there is for summer and regular sunshine.

Blue’s endeavours at Cosgrove have earned it a new hydraulic pump, which has led to a 
new zest for life, and Blue will serve us well in the periods ahead. Both Marigold and Blue 
have been good investments for the society, and have saved us a lot of money in hire 
costs. ‘Invest to Save’ has been a government mantra in the past. It works well for us too. 
Lee Whiting has recently joined as a Trustee and Plant Manager. He will be looking after 
Marigold and Blue, and the rest of our tools and gear. We offer a warm welcome to Lee.

To move forward and downward from Cosgrove, descent channel options have been 
designed for discussion with landowners. There is a drop of eleven metres from Bridge 
No1 to the A5, so we will need several locks.

What has already been constructed also needs to be maintained, and the Society is 
doing just that at Bourton Meadow by cutting down weeds, sensitively pruning our 
shrubs and flowers, and keeping the place tidy. Our solar pump helps with water from 
the River Great Ouse nearby. Further east at our Hyde Lane site, grass seed was sown in 
September. This is the right time as natural watering will help it along, and the Society’s 
work parties will keep an active eye on it. 

Thanks all round for the work at Cosgrove go to the Society’s volunteers, our support 
workers and also the various trustees with civil engineering skills who like to use them.  
Thanks also to the visiting groups from Kent and East Sussex Canal Restoration Group 
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(KESCRG) and London Waterways Recovery Group (LWRG) who in June helped to roll 
out our canal a bit further. Equal thanks to our armies of volunteers, and corporate 
groups, who enjoy their days working on the Buckingham Canal. This has been the most 
successful year to date in attracting corporate groups who appreciate the opportunities 
for their team building days. There were seven companies this year, and three more in 
the work party calendar.

Behind the scenes, the trustees actively work to maintain existing partnerships with 
landowners, county councils, district councils and parish councils. CRT is a name that will 
be familiar to many. They are also a landowner. We all pay our council taxes. Within those 
organisations there are departments that actively engage with the Society, and facilitate 
useful outcomes.

To make restoration work happen, we continue to seek out grant funding to finance the 
work required, and to provide support for our volunteers. At Cosgrove the fund-raising 
campaign is rather appropriately known as ‘Bridging the Gap’. As this goes to press, some 
of you will be aware that the recent grant application to LEADER has been successful. So 
activities are now advancing to prepare for the restoration work at Bridge No1.

Many of us buy goods from Tesco. There is a part of that organisation that issues grants 
known as Bags of Help. Terry Cavender has been successful in tapping into some of that, 
which allowed the Society to purchase an inflatable boat. That is coming in handy at 
Bourton Meadow. Gardening by boat! Another grant application led to a partnership 
with Arts Excite, who made a video about our canal. 

The Society is actively looking at the submission of a grant application to EU Life next 
year for funding to join up Cosgrove and the quarry area at Passenham. This would be a 
new channel, as the old route disappeared at Old Stratford and Deanshanger due to the 
building of houses. This application is a substantial piece of work, and a special bid team 
has been formed to do it justice.

As the words heritage and restoration seem to fit together, we shall be trying our luck at 
the Heritage Lottery Fund in the future. In the meantime, existing funding continues to 
flow from Adviza - Brighter Futures under the Building Better Futures programme. This 
is most welcome to the Society, and contributes to the payment of our support workers. 
As it originates from the Big Lottery we are allowed to use that logo in correspondence. 
That helps to raise our profile in the world.

So, this is where the Society is at right now. There is a lot going on, and more to come. 
Have a look at our website, and if any of the vacancies interest you, please give us a call.

For further details on the LEADER programme, please see Issue 93 and also visit:	
www.gov.uk/guidance/rural-development-programme-for-england-leader-funding
To view the Arts Excite video, please visit: 
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/2017/09/the-arts-excite-video-about-the-bcs/

Jim McIlroy
Trustee	and	Archivist
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Helping	Others	to	Help	Themselves	to	Help	Us	Too

My new role in working for BCS entails working with disadvantaged adults, helping 
them back towards employment through volunteering for the Society and one to one 
support. This can be through learning new skills, improving mental and physical health, 
improving social skills and time, and by building confidence and self esteem.

We are working within a partnership of other organisations including Buckinghamshire  
Mind, Adviza - Brighter Futures and The Oasis Partnership drug & alcohol support group. 

Visiting various groups and creating new leaflets and posters to encourage new 
volunteers has resulted in a very positive reception so far. I also ran a BCS stall over a 
weekend at an event for young people in Buckingham. I hope to run another in the near 
future at a council function, extolling the health benefits of volunteering on the canal. 

I soon hope to start a new regular work party in Buckingham to help maintain the area 
at our Bourton Meadow site. In the meantime I have been shadowing Athina and Terry, 
whilst helping to run various work parties. This has enabled me to learn the ropes so I 
know what needs doing where, and how to do it!

For further details about Buckinghamshire Mind, please visit:	www.bucksmind.org.uk	
For Adviza - Brighter Futures, please visit:	www.adviza.org.uk	
For The Oasis Partnership, please visit:	www.oasispartnership.org

Imogen Jackson
BCS	Support	Worker

BCS News

© Unknown
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Wildlife	Sightings	Suggest	a	Healthier	Bourton	Meadow

The Society has received a report from local walkers Michael & Diane Hunt, who were out 
walking on July 8th at our recently restored site near Buckingham. Their observations 
revealed, in particular, the green corridor’s rich diversity in winged insects.

Birds: Swift; Swallow; House Martin; Red Kite; Buzzard; Greenfinch
Butterflies: Small Skipper; Large White; Small White; Ringlet; Meadow Brown; Gatekeeper; 
Green Veined White; Small Tortoiseshell; Comma
Dragonflies: Brown Hawker; Emperor 
Damselflies: Azure; Common Blue; Red eyed
The Society wishes to thank Michael & Diane Hunt for their contribution which was forwarded 
to Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT). In the following article, Society Archivist Jim 
McIlroy muses over this abundant wildlife whilst reflecting on summers past and present. 

For further details about BBOWT, please visit:	www.bbowt.org.uk

Ian Matson
Editor

A Summer of Wildlife on the Wing
Tiny wings beat. Flashes of colour, and sights of delicate creatures. The Dragonflies have 
arrived at Bourton Meadow. Their lives are short, but their appearance is nature’s way 
of letting us all know that the weather is fine, and a little like some of the summers of 
our youthful years. They are accompanied by hosts of beautiful Butterflies; their dances 
lifting our spirits since time immemorial. One sighting on the 8th July revealed the 
following species: Small Skipper, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Gatekeeper, Comma, Small 
Torrtoiseshell, Large, Small and Green Veined Whites.

It is hot; the air is still. Brown Hawkers and Azure Damselflies flit on the flora bordering 
our canal. Other sightings have included Red Eyed Damselflies and Emperor Dragonflies. 
The BBC reckons it is the warmest summer since 1976. On this occasion they may be 
right. I remember ’76, and the water shortages. At Bourton Meadow, BCS has embraced 
eco-engineering practice. This stretch of the Buckingham Canal is topped up from the 
River Great Ouse using a solar powered pump. The sun shines, the pump system checks 
levels, and as if by magic, water flows to maintain our habitat for the creatures who have 
chosen to come here.

Way up in the sky mighty wings carry noble birds on the thermals. The Red Kites have 
arrived at Bourton Meadow. I’ve seen them myself in South Northamptonshire where I 
live, up the hill from the Grand Union and not far from Cosgrove. Sights to make the spirit 
soar and transcend above the occasional irritations of our world. A baby Buzzard has also 
been sighted in my garden encountering a few map reading errors and collisions with 
my front window as he learns to fly. Buzzards have also been seen at Bourton Meadow; 
sharing a wide sky with the Red Kites.
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At the other end of the canal at Cosgrove, restoration work continues westward along 
the Old Stratford Cut at a mighty pace from Bridge No1. Every week, teams of volunteers 
from BCS and local companies are assisted by Blue and Marigold in restoring the 
waterway. 

Throughout the first weekend of July, as I previously mentioned in the Autumn Statement 
on page 9, restoration group KESCRG was accompanied by LWRG to lend our Society 
a very welcome hand. With this kind of assistance, very soon another habitat will be 
created, available for all the wildlife of this part of Northamptonshire, which borders onto 
Buckinghamshire. Birds and mammals will pave the way, encouraging diversity, and we 
hope the Dragonflies will pay us a visit in our re-watered Cosgrove section next summer.

For further details about our KESCRG/LWRG weekend work party, please visit: 
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/2017/07/cosgrove-cut-takes-shape
For KESCRG, please visit: www.kescrg.org.uk
For LWRG, please visit:	www.waterways.org.uk/wrg/regional_groups/london_wrg

Jim McIlroy
Trustee	and	Archivist

© Athina Beckett
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Have you ever wondered how we know how to do all the things we do on our work 
parties? Especially the ones which involve working with machinery or utilising specialist 
skills? Well, some of it is all down to the Waterway Recovery Group.

BCS operates work parties under terms of insurance provided through the Inland 
Waterways Association (IWA). As a part of this, we work within many of the principles and 
methods of a division of IWA called the Waterway Recovery Group, more often known as 
WRG – pronounced “Werg”. This covers all aspects of health & safety, including operating 
plant and vehicles, and methods of working with various equipment. 

In order to comply with these requirements anyone 
wishing to operate plant (diggers, dumpers, etc.) or 
vehicles must go through a training session with a 
WRG qualified instructor. If a sufficient degree of 
proficiency is shown then the instructor will sign a 
form authorising the use of the machinery by that 
person. This is then added to the person’s record 
stored by WRG, who then issue them with a Driver 
Authorisation Permit. This lists all the types of plant 
or vehicle that they are qualified to use. Before 
anyone can use plant or machinery on a work party, 
the permit must be presented to the site manager for 
verification.

In addition to training in the operation of plant and 
vehicles, anyone with sufficient experience can be 
trained as an instructor too.

How We Know How to Do It

© Alan Mynard

© Alan Mynard
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At the end of June this year, WRG held a training weekend in conjunction with Cotswold 
Canals Trust at Brimscombe Port. Around 40 people from all over the country were in 
attendance, including myself and Terry Cavender. The days were divided into four 
sessions, where the attendees broke up into small groups to receive instruction on 
various specialities. These included: Excavators (small and large); Dumpers; WRG vans; 
Trailers; Scaffolding; Bricklaying; Site tools (brick saws, pumps, CAT scanning); First aid.

In addition, some experienced operators were being evaluated to become instructors 
themselves, and there was also a special group that spent the whole two days getting 
more in-depth bricklaying experience.

On this occasion, I attended in order to get instruction on the use of dumpers and large 
excavators. I’ve already got my ticket for small excavators, which has enabled me to use 
Blue, our very own excavator. Thus far however, I’ve been unable to drive Marigold, our 
dumper. Happily, I passed muster on both.

Terry, who was already a qualified instructor on some equipment, was in attendance to 
gain additional instructor status. This means we now have the ability to train our own 
volunteers without them having to go to off-site sessions.

Overall, the weekend was a very enjoyable experience. Although the knowledge gained 
from the training will be very useful, simply being amongst so many people who share 
our enthusiasm for canal restoration was an exhilarating and informative experience in 
itself. We all exchanged many ideas and stories about our work.

For details about WRG, including their latest Site Health & Safety video and Volunteers 
Health & Safety Guide booklet, please see our Health	&	Safety	Refresher	on	page	8. 
For more images, please visit the WRG Training Weekend on the Cotswolds Canals flickr 
page at: www.flickr.com/photos/105818587@N03/sets/72157682698558963/

Alan Mynard
Trustee	and	Website	Administrator

© Alan Mynard



16			The Buckingham Navigator

BCS	Benefits	as	Braunston	Rallies	to	the	Good	Causes

At this year’s rally, Athina & Jonathan, on behalf of BCS, were very kindly presented with a 
cheque for £200 by Braunston Marina from proceeds raised from the event. Pictured with 
them, left to right, are IWA’s Chairman Les Etheridge; Actors Prunella Scales & Timothy West; 
and Braunston Marina’s Managing Director Tim Coghlan. And now a word from Tim himself...

Ian Matson
Editor

Continuing	to	Push	the	Old	Boats	Out

A total of 94 historic narrowboats attended last weekend’s (24th & 25th June) 15th annual 
Braunston Historic Narrowboat Rally, which remains by far and away the largest rally of historic 
narrowboats anywhere on the inland waterways. The number of boats attending was also a 
significant improvement on last year’s 67 boats, and this was despite the growing popularity 
of similar events around the waterways going head to head with it. As David Daines, owner 
of the 1935 Yarwoods narrowboat Cyprus said, “Braunston remains the premier event, and it 
is the first we put in our diary every year.” The Rally has come a long way since the first one 
in 2003, when 29 boats attended – which seemed a lot at the time. The event also attracted 
about 7,000 visitors, some travelling from afar afield as Canada and Australia to attend it, 
providing an important visitor-spend for the local economy.

Braunston Historic Narrowboat Rally

© Waterways Images
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The Rally was formally opened by veteran actor Timothy West (Stan Carter from Eastenders) 
and his actress wife Prunella Scales (Sybil Fawlty of Fawlty Towers fame). They were back by 
popular demand, having previously opened the 2013 Rally. Since then their canal TV series 
Great Canal Journeys has gone from strength to strength, now with a worldwide audience of 
waterways enthusiasts. 

With a little help from members of the Narrow Boat Trust, Timothy West and Prunella Scales 
respectably helmed the 1936 Grand Union Canal Carrying Company’s motor and butty, 
Nuneaton & Brighton, from the Grand Union Canal into the marina. As they passed under 
its famous 1834 Horseley Ironworks Bridge, they declared the 2017 Braunston Historic 
Narrowboat Rally “Open!” to the sounds of Daventry Brass and the bells of Braunston church 
– the ‘Cathedral of the Canals.’  

Shore-side attractions included a trade marquee, and also a number of exhibitors and canal 
societies. Other entertainments included the canal-travelling Alarum Theatre, with their new 
play, Idle Women of the Wartime Waterways. There were also Morris dancers, and the famous 
beer tent, with music provided by a number of  groups.  

For me what was most pleasing was the number of boats that came which had never been 
before, and the comments from so many owners saying that it is events like the Braunston 
Historic Narrowboat Rally which inspires them to restore and maintain their boats, which are 
such an important living and moving part of our canal heritage. Each year I hear the same 
gratifying story, which makes organising the Rally so worthwhile.

All profits, which exceeded £6,000, were donated as usual to canal causes. The Braunston 
Historic Narrowboat Rally is sponsored by Braunston Marina and Towpath Talk, and is 
supported by Canal & River Trust. Braunston Marina will be hosting the event again next year 
on the same last weekend in June – 23rd & 24th June, 2018. 

Tim Coghlan
Managing	Director,	Braunston	Marina

© Tim Coghlan
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When	the	Weather	is	a	Little	Disagreeable...

Our annual Festival took place over the weekend of 22nd & 23rd July, and as usual this 
event was split into two parts. The Canal Festival was held along the towpath and the 
Craft Fair, complete with cream teas, in Cosgrove Village Hall.  This year we took a slightly 
different approach. Sharron Comerford is a craft fair organiser, who has also previously 
had her own stall here. We asked if she would be interested in taking over the bookings 
for the village hall. This worked very well, as you will see from Sharron’s own report about 
the Craft Fair that follows mine. If fact, it worked so well, the fair was the most successful 
one we have ever run since it’s inception in 2014.

The Canal Festival as a whole also attracted as many people as last year in spite of 
the weather which dealt us some heavy showers on both Saturday and Sunday. The 
public still supported us and merely went to the village hall during a shower! We were 
congratulated many times on the variety of trade boats featured along the towpath, 
along with the wide selection of goods being sold. I’m sure I speak for all by thanking 
Geoff Wood, who again not only completed most of the paperwork for the Festival, but 
also booked in all the boats and acted as harbour master too.

24th Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair

© Alan Mynard
© Alan Mynard

© Terry Cavender© Terry Cavender© Terry Cavender
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Because of the rather wet weather on Saturday 
night, instead of holding our popular fish 
and chip supper outside on the ‘island’ as 
we usually do, we decided to move to the 
shelter of the village hall. Whilst inside, we 
were entertained by Phil Underwood who 
performed many songs for us, most of which 
was his own material. We also held a very 
successful raffle, with the money raised going 
to our restoration funds.

A big thanks must go to all those who 
volunteered at the Festival in helping 
along the towpath, operating the 
locks, and manning the information 
and bric-a-brac stalls. Equally, I would 
like to give a big thanks to those who 
worked in the village hall making 
sandwiches, cakes and refreshments 
to keep the public fed for two days. 
Without your help the Festival could 
not have taken place, and with your 
valued and continued assistance, we 
look forward to a bigger, brighter and 
even more successful event next year.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	

Work	Party	Organiser© Alan Mynard

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender
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...Take	Shelter	in	the	Village	Hall

The Cosgrove Canal Festival was held this year on 
22nd and 23rd July, and despite the inclement 
weather, it proved to be a huge success. The 
Craft Fair which was held in the village hall (no, 
not the teepee - ed) as part of the Festival, was a 
very popular addition to the event.

This year we welcomed Artisan Crafters, all local 
people who had unique and handmade items 
for sale. The stall displays were a joy to behold, 
with lots of colour and bling, and things to buy 
that suited every pocket! There was the very 
popular bric-a-brac room selling pre-loved stuff 

including some lovely vintage items. The kitchen staff worked tirelessly all weekend as 
we served food and refreshments throughout.

In our main hall there were demonstrations by very talented artists whose wonderful 
pictures, polymer clay pots, pencils and buttons were on sale too. Wooden mice, 
scented candles, recycled fabric bags, silver cutlery, semi precious stones and wire 
work jewellery, jostled alongside crocheted dollies, 
decoupage glass, ceramic flowers, garden mosaics and 
homemade preserves; a feast for the taste buds and the 
eyes! As if that wasn’t enough, nearly all of us had our 
hands decorated by a Henna tattoo artist, when all the 
while we were entertained with traditional folk music. 
The feedback was positive, with some of Saturday’s 
customers returning on Sunday for more! It was a 
smashing event, and busy busy busy! We are all looking 
forward to next year’s Festival already. Watch this space!

Sharron Comerford
Craft	Fair	Organiser © Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender
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Here	You	Can	Relax,	Feast	and	Natter	Away...

This year I was back in the kitchen. I see a pattern emerging here, much like being at 
home. There were some familiar faces and some new faces. Where you find food you 
usually find people who get on. Kitchens are not all about knife throwing, like in Gordon 
Ramsey’s and Marco Pierre-White’s. 

This year when I arrived, I found Clare making up the rolls with various fillings. When she 
had to leave, I took over. We hadn’t provided rolls previously, and with an unpromising 
weather forecast it was difficult to judge what visitors may want to eat. This year the cream 
teas were not so popular, but the rolls certainly were and we soon realised that the stacks 
left in their packets for the next day would soon be needed. I got going making up more 
with the help of my friends, Joan and Liz, while on Sunday we were joined by Carmel too. 
The next problem soon arose when it became apparent that we would run out of milk. 
As I had the longest legs, I made a dash for the village shop. It was further than I thought, 
as I had not been before. This was the only fresh air I got all weekend, although I had 
plenty of exercise in the kitchen 
while keeping up with demand.

On Saturday afternoon, once 
everyone had left, we were 
able to make arrangements for 
our supplies to be re-stocked 
by Jonathan. When I arrived on 
Sunday, a little bit earlier than 
usual, all was ready to start 
again. I had the kitchen to myself 
for a while, so got on making 
up more rolls, in anticipation of 
another busy day. We weren’t 
disappointed, and as the day drew to a close and things started to run out, we made rolls 
to order with what we had. We just about managed to serve everyone’s needs.

We also had an amazing array of mostly home-made cakes and home-made scones on 
offer too, and as usual these proved very popular, with some kind comments from those 
hoping to sample similar ones to last year. We aimed to please. 

Although I had worked with Joan last year, Liz is a new friend who I had not met before. 
She is well known to BCS (in a good way) and is someone I had exchanged business 
emails with previously. We made a great crew and had a very happy two days, if all rather 
tiring. It certainly seemed busier than last year, when we would snatch a break when we 
could. Unfortunately, we didn’t get time to go visiting the rest of the Festival, but then 
there is always next year.

Richard Dwight
Trustee	and	Treasurer

© Terry Cavender
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...Whilst	Raising	Funds	for	Our	Waterway

The huge success of this summer’s Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair was given an 
extra boost this year, as a charitable donation made to BCS by one their valued festival 
volunteers was matched by her employers, the global logistics and transport company, 
Deutsche Post DHL.

Liz Turvey is the Head of Insurance Programmes for the UK and Ireland with Deutsche 
Post DHL, and also finds the time to volunteer for BCS. This year, as in previous years, 
she organised a homemade cake stall as part of the Festival’s Craft Fair, whereby visitors 
could sit in comfort and chat whilst taking a hot or cold beverage with a delicious cake 
in the village hall. Liz was thrilled to advise the BCS that she raised £888 towards funds 
for the continued restoration of the Buckingham Canal that the Society is undertaking 
between Cosgrove and Buckingham.

However, it didn’t end there. Liz had also been successful again in her Match It! 
application to the DHL UK Foundation, which allowed her £888 already raised to be 
increased by a further £600 to make a grand total of £1488! The Foundation is a charitable 
organisation encouraging fundraising and volunteering by all DHL employees in their 
local communities and offers a variety of charity programmes. This motivates them 
to get involved in those communities within which they live and work, in an effort to 
make a positive difference. Their Match It! programme champions this even further by 
matching the money initially raised by the DHL 
employees, and then donating it directly to their 
chosen charities.

The success of the programme has seen £379,367 
donated nationwide in 2016/2017, and BCS were 
extremely grateful to be one of their recipients. 

For further details about the DHL UK 
Foundation, please visit: 
www.dhlukfoundation.org.

Ian Matson
Editor © Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender
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We	are	very	grateful	for	the	continued	support	of	our	patrons:

•	 Rt.	Hon.	John	Bercow	MP •	 Lord	Boswell	of	Aynho

The	Wyvern	Shipping	Co	Ltd

Nikon	Optical	UK	Ltd

Taverners	Boat	Club

Braunston	Marina

Patrons, Partnerships and Funders

Corporate Members

Inland	Waterways	Association	
Northampton	Branch

We	have	formal	partnerships	with	the	following:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	District	Council	(AVDC)	
•	 Buckingham	Town	Council
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Canal	&	River	Trust	(CRT)
•	 Deanshanger	Parish	Council

•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)	
Corporate Member

•	 Northamptonshire	County	Council	(NCC)
•	 South	Northamptonshire	District	Council

We	are	very	grateful	for	the	financial	support	of	our	funders:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	Community	Chest	(AVCC)
•	 Buckinhgamshire	Community	

Foundation
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)

•	 Milton	Keynes	Heritage	Association	
(MKHA)

•	 Waste	Recycling	Environmental	Limited	
(WREN)

•	 Waterways	Recovery	Group	(WRG)

We	have	been	recognised	by	the	following:

•	 Cosgrove	Parish	Council
•	 Foscote	Parish	Meeting
•	 Maids	Moreton	Parish	Council

•	 Thornborough	Parish	Council
•	 Thornton	Parish	Meeting

Lionhearts	Cruising	Club
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Tuesday 9th January 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton

Talk:	‘Asset	Management	within	CRT’	
by	Sheena	Wilson

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 18th January 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Talk:	‘The	Steam	Narrowboat	President	No	
195	-	a	Detailed	History’

by	Richard	Thomas
Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, West 

Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 25th January 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Tuesday 13th February 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton

Talk:	‘An	Inland	Navigator’s	Tale’	
by	Tim	Carter

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 15th February 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Branch	AGM	and	Talk:	‘Fenland	Waterways’
by	John	Pomfret	(former	IWA	Eastern	

Region	Chairman)
Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, West 

Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Future Events  

We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:

Colin	Levitt
Milton Keynes, Bucks

Chris	Pike
Old Stratford, Northants

New Members 

BCS Craft Group
Our Craft Group has gone from strength to strength and continues to meet on the last 
Thursday of each month at my house in Pennyland, Milton Keynes. We are a very friendly 
group and would welcome other like minded people interested in learning or teaching 
new crafts, or to simply join us for a very pleasant and sociable evening and discuss the 
various crafts that interest you.

If	you	would	like	to	attend,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Alan Mynard
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Thursday 22nd February 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Tuesday 13th March 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton

Branch	AGM	and	Talk:	TBA
The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 

Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 15th March 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Presentation:	The	Wonder	of	the	Waterways
by	Roger	Butler

Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, West 
Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU. Details:

www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Saturday 24th March. Time: TBA
BCS	AGM	&	Social	Evening

Buckingham Community Centre, Cornwalls 
Meadow, Buckingham, Bucks, MK18 1RP. 

Details:
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Thursday 29th March 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

January
Thursday 11th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 25th

February
Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Thursday 22nd

March
Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Thursday 22nd

April
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

May
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th
Thursday 31st

June
Sunday 10th

Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th

July
Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

August
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

Work Party Dates 2018

September
Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

October
Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

November
Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th

December
Sunday 9th

Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

© Alan Mynard
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Contact the Committee

Trustee
We are interested to hear from
people who would like to join us
as trustees.

Lee	Whiting
Trustee and Plant & Equipment
Manager

lee.whiting@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Doug	Pell
Trustee and Restoration Manager
6 Chaucer Place, 
Eaton Ford, St Neots,
Cambs, PE19 7LN
07968 297347 
doug.pell@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Alan	Mynard
Trustee and 
Website Administrator

Milton Keynes

alan.mynard@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
Trustee, Chairman and  
Health & Safety Officer 
Glasdir Cottage, Pen-y-Ffordd, 
Treffynon, Sir y Fflint, CH8 9HU 
07801 506411
anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim	McIlroy
Trustee and Archivist

jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jonathan	Brown	
Trustee
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 661217
07721 319404
jonathan.brown@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Richard	Dwight	
Trustee and Treasurer
34 Hazell Park, 
Amersham,
Bucks, HP7 9AB
01494 728611
richard.dwight@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett 
Trustee, Volunteer Leader and  
Work Party Organiser
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX
01908 661217 / 07721 319404
athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Terry	Cavender
Trustee and Executive Officer
7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, 
Bucks, MK18 5HL 
01280 860316
07976 629440 
terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you are 
eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular items 
from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU, our valued members, for your 
submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter 
and comments are most welcome!

Please submit all contributions for Issue 95 (Spring 2018) by the 1st February 2018 via 
email, CD, or typed/handwritten letter (in that order of preference) to:

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or 
Ian Matson, 63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0BH

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.
Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22

Other	Key	Contacts	:

Jean	Beddard
Membership Secretary
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 674447
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Dave	Humphreys
Chairman of Projects, Design and Grants 
Subgroup
dave.humphreys@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Mark	Hunt
Support Worker
07950 735507
mark.hunt@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Imogen	Jackson
Support Worker
07801 966198
imogen.jackson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Ian	Matson
Editor and Publicity & Communications Manager
63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, 
Surrey, KT16 0BH
07793 451958
ian.matson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Illustrated	Talks	&	Presentations
talks@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Cosgrove	Festival	Team
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Finance	Manager
This position is currently vacant

© Alan Mynard




