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Editorial
Welcome to the Summer 2017 edition of The Buckingham Navigator!

Firstly, many apologies for the delay in getting this edition put together 
and published. This is partly due to my completing an Open University/
Royal Photographic Society course in Digital Photography. Fingers crossed 
as I await my results. The other reason was the upsetting, unexpected 
and wilful destruction of an entire Oak woodland that borders my house. 
This took less than 48 hours over the Easter Bank Holiday. My village will 
never be the same again. Thank you for understanding.

Well, it’s been a sweltering couple of weeks lately, which must be making canal restoration 
a lot harder! Cosgrove’s Bridge No1 is looking good to go for restoration, with all things 
being equal. Donations are flooding in, including a very generous £10,000 donation 
from the legacy of the late John Faulkner, former IWA Northampton Committee member. 
Please come and visit us or help out at our Festival this year, and learn about the ‘Bridge 
the Gap’ fund-raising campaign and see it for yourself.

Thank you to all the contributors. Cover photo © Alan Mynard. Why not drop me an 
email about what you enjoyed in this issue, and furthermore, why not contribute ideas 
or articles for future editions (see	page	27).

Please visit our website at www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk	and while you are online, 
follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/BuckinghamCanalSociety and please 
Like us. Thank you.

Ian Matson 
Editor
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Restoration Site Update

As you can see here, much of our work over the last few months has been 
concentrated at Cosgrove, where the earth covering Bridge No1 has now been 
cleared. The remaining brickwork has now been covered up until work can start on 
rebuilding the bridge at a later date.

© Alan Mynard

© Terry Cavender © Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender
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The	Lengths	that	People	will	Go	to...to	Work	for	Us!

Many more companies are now allowing their staff to participate in volunteering days, 
sometimes in groups and very often as individuals. Our volunteers enjoy the chance to 
meet up and work with other people from external organisations, and the extra hands 
on site always help to move our projects along. This year staff from Argos have already 
made a return visit back in March, and they did a lot of hard work at our nature reserve 
site near Hyde Lane, with helping to improve the towpath. At the time of writing, visits 
from other companies in May included Virgin Money UK and Mayflex UK (pictured 
below). This group now holds the award for the longest distance travelled to attend a 
single day work party event! They came from as far afield as Manchester, Leeds and Hull. 
One man even travelled from all the way from Scotland to work with us!

Companies due to send work groups include Santander in either June or July, whilst  
Vinci Technology Centre UK and Network Rail are due in July. Cranfield University plan to 
attend in October. We have also had extra help from Buckingham’s Community Payback  
group, who have done a lot of hard work at the Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve site.

Bridging	the	Gap	at	Cosgrove

We have started a fund-raising campaign called 
“Bridging the Gap” to raise funds for the restoration 
of the missing arch in the bridge. Whilst it’s 
rebuilding may take a little longer than anticipated, 
the next step will therefore be to get the first few 
hundred metres of the Old Stratford Cut to the west 
of the bridge back in water again. With this in mind, 
our work parties have been be installing a new pipe 
duct under the soil to enable the siphoning of water 

© Athina Beckett

© Terry Cavender
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from the remainder canal and into the dry section. Hopefully we can then have this part 
of the canal back in water again, and it won’t be too long before we see the landmark 
bridge restored to it’s former glory, or as near as practicably possible.

Our volunteers that are trained to drive the excavator and dumper truck will continue 
the work at Cosgrove, but with spring arriving and three other sites to manage we 
sometimes split the work parties now, with a second group working to keep the other 
sites in good order.

Towpath	Begins	to	Weave	it’s	Way	Through	Reserve	Again

At our Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve site, the main tasks are to complete the 
towpath work where oak planking has been installed along the bank of the canal. Argos 
employees (pictured below, left) assisted us here back in March, as did Mayflex UK 
(below, right) in May. We also need to complete the building work on the two dams in 
the canal bed so that the dry section of this stretch will also be in water in the near future.

Having two groups, sometimes working on different sites, means that volunteers now 
have a choice. Those who enjoy driving heavy plant get the chance to work on the 
bridge at Cosgrove, whilst others can continue the scrub bashing and accomplish other 
manual tasks at our other three sites. More	volunteers	are	always	needed,	so	if	any	
of	the	above	appeals,	please	contact	me	for	more	information	using	my	details	on	
Page	26.

Harnessing	the	Power	of	the	Sun	at	Bourton	Meadow
On Thursday 9th March, and supported by Buckingham Town Council, we took part in a 
national event known as “The Great Britain Spring Clean”. See Ros Woodford’s full article 
on page 15. In other news from this site, we have installed a solar pump (pictured inset, 
opposite) which keeps the canal topped up via extraction from the River Great Ouse. We 
have also been planting saplings in gaps along the towpath hedge. 

© Athina Beckett© Terry Cavender
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At Bourton Meadow, the aquatic plants we put in two years ago have grown really 
well, and at the time of writing this article, the Marsh Marigolds are in flower along 
most of the canal and look absolutely beautiful! The only problem is, the Reeds we 
planted two years ago have done far too well, meaning our volunteers now have the 
task of thinning them out as they have begun to grow across the canal’s entire width!

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender

© Alan Mynard

© Alan Mynard
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Do	You	Dig	Canals?...We	Do!
Work	 parties	 are	 held	 every	 other	 Thursday	 and	 the	 second	
Sunday	of	each	month	and	are	always	friendly,	welcoming	and	
very	 rewarding.	 If	 you	would	 like	 to	become	 involved,	please	
contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.	

In	 addition,	 work	 party	 dates	 can	 be	 found	 on	 page	 25,	 and	
more	detailed	 information	 can	be	 found	by	visiting	our	work	
parties	web	page	at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/work-parties/

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser©Fallarino Photo

Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has a duty of care to its members, volunteers and 
the public to comply with the Health & Safety legislations in place. BCS operates work 
parties under terms of Insurance provided through the Inland Waterways Association 
(IWA). As a part of this arrangement, we work within many of the principles and methods 
of Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) as well as some specific Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
guidance.

All work party volunteers need to be aware of WRG’s Site Health & Safety video and  
their accompanying Volunteers’ Health & Safety Guide booklet, which was recently 
revised in 2013. We ask that you please take some time to review the WRG Health & 
Safety material on a regular basis, for your and your team’s safety and peace of mind. 
This is especially important when working on a site involving construction machinery 
(plant), as it is a requirement to confirm that you have reviewed this material within the 
12 months prior to the event.

We would also ask all those new volunteers who haven’t yet done so, to pre-read all of 
the WRG Health & Safety material before their first day on site. You will always be given 
a Health and Safety briefing at any work party, but pre-reading can speed things up. 
Please bear in mind that the WRG Health & Safety material is only an introduction to site 
safety, and does not remove the need for any volunteer to have a full briefing about a 
specific site or project.

To	view	the	video	and	booklet,	please	visit	our	WRG	Health	&	Safety	Video	web	
page	at: www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/wrg-health-safety-video/

Ian Matson 
Editor

Health & Safety Refresher
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Do	You
Dig	Canals?

...We	Do!
Thank	you	for	your	continuing	support.	Maybe	you	or	

someone	you	know	could	help	us	further?	Below	are	just	
some	of	the	things	we	do	that	you	can	get	involved	in.	

Please	get	in	contact	or	come	on	down	to	a	Society	event	
or	work	party	location	and	have	a	chat	with	one	of	our	

committee	members.
If you already are part of it, then we’d like to thank you and 

ask that you please show this to someone new so they can get 
involved as well.

Become	a...
Trustee

Journalist
Publicist

Editor
Plant Operator

Project Manager
Lengths-Person

Get	involved	in...
Conservation
Restoration

Local Heritage
Events Organising

Fund-raising
Recruiting
Budgeting

Contribute	to...
Grant writing

Project Planning
Digging Canals

Re-pointing
Hedge Laying

Surveying
and many others!



10			The Buckingham Navigator

COSGROVE CANAL FESTIVAL
& CRAFT FAIR

SAT 22nd - SUN 23rd JULY 2017
COSGROVE LOCK, GRAND UNION CANAL
& COSGROVE VILLAGE HALL, COSGROVE

FREE ENTRY!  FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY!
Historic Boats • Trade Boats • Cake Stalls • Craft Stalls 

Games • Entertainment • Fish & Chip Supper* 

Sat 10am - 6pm, Sun 10am - 4pm
Cosgrove Lock, Lock Lane, Cosgrove, MK19 7JR
Cosgrove Village Hall, Bridge Road, Cosgrove, MK19 7JA

The Buckingham Canal Society’s restoration plans and progress for 
re-watering the Buckingham Arm of the canal will be on display!

Charitable Incorporated Organisation
Registered Charity Number 1156662

For boat or stall bookings tel: 01908 661217 or
email: events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk (*must be pre-booked)
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Our 24th annual Canal Festival takes place over the weekend of Saturday 22nd - Sunday 
23rd July, taking place one week before the very popular Linslade Canal Festival, allowing 
traders enough flexibility to attend both events. We have again booked Cosgrove Village 
Hall after three years of amazing success with the Craft Fair.

Our cake stall volunteers have the extra space needed to provide teas and cakes in a 
very pleasant environment. Booking the village hall has also significantly increased the 
amount of traders we can accommodate at the festival as we still plan to have stalls 
and gazebos by the lock too. The village hall is booked from 9am on Saturday until 
5pm on Sunday to allow traders time to set up and dismantle stalls. Furthermore, in the 
unfortunate event that we should have any bad weather, we now have the option to 
move the Saturday night entertainment inside where it will be warm and dry!

As always, extra help will be needed to begin setting up the festival on Friday 21st July 
and to dismantle everything at the end of it on Sunday 23rd July. We will also need help 
with the following activities: Baking cakes for the Cake Stall; Serving cakes in the Village 
Hall; Working on the Games Stall; Car park marshalling; The Lock Ransom (training will be 
given to operate the lock gates).

Whether you can spare a couple of hours or a whole day, all help would be much 
appreciated as this event is our one big opportunity where we can reach out to the public 
to explain our current and future projects and promote the Society. Why not also invite 
your family and friends along to the event for what is promising to be a very enjoyable 
weekend! You would also be very welcome to join the boaters on Saturday evening for a 
fish & chip supper, although this must be booked in advance. 

To	book	a	stall,	boat	mooring	or	fish	&	chip	supper,	or	to	simply	help	out,	please	
contact	either	myself,	Athina	Beckett,	or	the	Cosgrove	Festival	Team	using	either	
of	our	contact	details	on	page	26.	Additional	details	can	also	be	found	by	visiting:	
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/annual-festival/.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair

© Ian Matson
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AGM	Celebrates	25	Years	of	Making	Restoration	a	Reality!

The	 25th	 Annual	 General	 Meeting	 of	
the	 Buckingham	 Canal	 Society	 (BCS)	
was	held	on	the	evening	of	18th	March	
2017,	and	as	usual	was	combined	with	a	
social	 evening	 including	 refreshments	
and	 an	 entertaining	 and	 informative	
talk	 on	 a	 subject	 of	 local	 interest.	
This	 year’s	 subject	 was	 “Anglo	 Saxon	
Treasure:	Discovering	the	Lenborough	
Hoard”.

The Buckingham Community Centre was again the venue of choice, being convenient 
for most people attending whilst having plenty of free car parking places around it! It 
also has easy vehicular access allowing us to unload all of the ‘stuff’ we needed for the 
event. As well as the technical equipment needed, this also included our bric-a-brac stall, 
and all the food and drink for the evening!

This year’s meeting was well attended, with a good mix of members and non-members 
alike. Around 60 people came in total. Needless to say, all committee members were 
present.

The formal aspect of the evening kicked off at 7.30, with a short slide show narrated 
by Terry Cavender who presented highlights of BCS activities during the past year. This 
enabled all those who had not had a chance to visit any of our active sites recently to get 
a feel for what work has been taking place. A number of presentation boards erected in 
the hall helped people to appreciate the scope of our current objectives.

A printed copy of the annual report was made available to all those present, and this 
can also be found on our website if you have not yet seen it. This includes sections with 

BCS News

© Unknown

© Alan Mynard© Alan Mynard



The Buckingham Navigator   13			

the minutes of the previous AGM, a report by the trustees about the Society’s activities 
over the previous year, and most importantly, the statement of our annual accounts. The 
previous year’s minutes were quickly approved and the meeting moved onto covering 
the trustees report. Various committee members, including Anthony, Terry and Athina, 
stood up and highlighted some of the more significant items in the report, including:

•	 An overview of how some of our work parties are organised and managed by our 
support worker. In total 3,860 hours of volunteer effort has been contributed this 
past year.

•	 Fund-raising has achieved significant income for the Society over the year, 
supporting the employment of our support worker. A special mention goes to the 
bric-a-brac stall, which with help from the local craft group that makes rugs for us, 
has brought in over £2,000.

•	 The annual B&MK River Great Ouse boat trip was again very popular.

•	 Special recognition was given to the support provided by staff at the Canal & River 
Trust (CRT), and in particular James Clifton, the Enterprise Manager, who provided 
a lot of support over the year. BCS has also been grateful for assistance and support 
from other canal charities and organisations.

•	 Progress is being made towards the acquisition of land to form the descent channel 
from Cosgrove to the A5. Similarly, we are progressing with discussions over the 
use of land at Passenham to route the canal from Stony Stratford to the far side of 
Deanshanger, where it will be able to rejoin the original cut. Many thanks to Dave 
Humphries who has been surveying the land for us.

•	 Many thanks to Chris and Jean Beddard who have been acting as Membership 
Secretaries. Our membership list is a very important part of funding applications.

•	 An independent review of the governance practices of BCS has been carried out. 
Overall the report indicates our practices are acceptable but there are a few areas 
in which we can improve. The trustees will address these over the coming months.

Treasurer Richard Dwight then presented a summary of the financial report. The 
presentation of the report has been changed this year to categorise which areas money 
is spent in, rather than the type of items it is spent on. This makes it easier to see where 
we are obtaining money from and what activities it is being spent on. The other trustees 
thanked Richard for the effort he had put into creating the annual report and all his 
efforts over the year in managing our finances. The accounts were them formally adopted 
by the meeting.

In accordance with the three-year rotation requirement of the CIO Constitution, Athina 
Beckett, Anthony Smith-Roberts and Doug Pell stood down as Trustees and sought re-
election. There being no other nominations they were duly re-elected unopposed.

The ‘any other business’ part of the formal meeting was very important for us. The Inland 
Waterways Association (IWA) Northampton Branch Chairman, Bernard Morton, was very 
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pleased to present a cheque for £10,000 towards the costs of restoring Cosgrove’s Bridge 
No1, with Terry Cavender pictured graciously receiving the cheque for our newsletter 
cover photo. The funds have been made available as a part of the legacy from John 
Faulkner who was a former member of the IWA Northampton Branch Committee.

With the formal part of the meeting concluded, we then adjourned to take refreshments. 
Many thanks must go to Jim McIlroy, Richard Dwight and their partners for organising 
the wonderful spread. It went down very well indeed!

The second half of the evening commenced with the featured talk, given by Dr Susan 
Fern. I think it’s fair to say that none of us knew anything about this subject before the 
evening but went away very much informed and enthralled by what we had learnt. The 
hoard was a find of about 5,000 Anglo-Saxon coins dating from around the 11th century. 
These were found locally in Lenborough in 2014, and to date is one of the largest such 
hoards ever found in Britain. They have been formally declared Treasure and have a value 
of about £1.3 million. Dr Fern explained about the probable origins of the coins, how 
there were mints all around Britain, and that it was possible to identify that the coins had 
been made locally. Many of the coins are now on display in local museums, including the 
Buckingham Old Gaol in the centre of the town. One of the coins had even been brought 
to the meeting for us all to see, and at one point there was quite a long queue of people 
waiting to view it! Many thanks to Dr. Fern for her very interesting talk.

The evening wrapped up with the traditional handing out of raffle prizes kindly donated 
by the committee members. 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at next year’s AGM.

Alan Mynard
Trustee	and	Website	Administrator

© Alan Mynard
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Clean	Up	Crew	Invited	to	the	Palace	of	Westminster

Earlier this year, to follow last year’s 
“Clean for the Queen” event, Athina 
Beckett asked Bryan Knight, Les Shean, 
Jeremy Woodford and myself if we would 
like to take part in “The Great British 
Spring Clean”, a Keep Britain Tidy event 
designed to get half a million members 
of the public to spend just two hours 
picking up litter. We were each supplied 
with a blue plastic bin bag and a litter 

picker. Jeremy and I were tasked with cleaning up along the section of the A413 that 
runs alongside our canal in Buckingham. It was not difficult to fill the bags: crisp and 
cigarette packets, beer cans, gin and vodka bottles were all in good supply, and don’t 
get me started on the plastic bags that dog owners had left behind. I did find a £5 
note, yes a real £5 note, and donated it to BCS, as I didn’t think I should keep it.

As a thank you for our voluntary work, there was to be a reception at the Palace of 
Westminster. Places were limited and we did not expect to hear any more. To mine 
and Jeremy’s surprise, we received an invitation to the event, to take place on Tuesday 
2nd May. Upon our arrival at Westminster we passed through very stringent airport 
style security. We then joined a group of fellow volunteers on a very interesting 
and informative tour of both the Houses of Commons and Lords, led by one of the 
Doorkeepers.

The reception itself took place in the Terrace Pavilion overlooking the River Thames.  
Several Members of Parliament including Dr Thérése Coffey MP and Victoria Prentis 
MP were in attendance, alongside Keep Britain Tidy’s Chief Executive Allison Ogden-
Newton MA FRSA and television personality Kirstie Allsopp. We were introduced to 
Wayne Dixon who, with his dog Koda, is walking the full length of the British coastline 
picking up litter as he goes.

Everyone spoke about his or her commitment to improving the environment we live in. We 
were reminded of the considerable amounts of rubbish that has found its way into the sea 
and the danger it poses for sea life. Allison told us that 303,000 volunteers took part this 
year and it is hoped it will become an annual event. It was a very interesting and enjoyable 

day. Jeremy and I (pictured left) look 
forward to the cleanup event again next 
year. At midnight on 2nd May, Parliament 
was dissolved. There would be no MPs 
until after the General Election.

Ros Woodford
Society	Member	&	Volunteer

© Athina Beckett

© Ros Woodford © Ros Woodford
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Portacabin	&	Shipping	Container	Brought	up	to	Scratch

Our two support workers Mark and new recruit Imogen continue to lead additional work 
parties. The ‘Tuesday Team’ as they have come to be known, have taken a short break 
from the Hyde Lane towpath work to spend a few sessions on maintenance tasks to 
increase the life of our shipping container and Portacabin.

A lick of paint after pressure washing and rust treatment, with a bit of body filler to boot, 
and they are both looking good for the festival and several more years of life. We now 
need to spend some time moving materials to the compound by Bridge No1 at Cosgrove 
and also move some recyclable material to the tip!

Thanks	to	Barnsley,	Dearne	&	Dove	Canals	Trust

On Monday 20th March, Doug Pell, Anthony-Smith Roberts, Bryan Knight, John Reynolds 
and myself set off on a voyage to Elsecar Heritage Centre near Wakefield to collect some 
pieces of equipment. The items were being disposed of by the Barnsley, Dearne & Dove 
Canals Trust (BDDCT). Using a car trailer on one of two Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) 
vans, we successfully returned with some 27 piling sheets, a carnival float in the form of 
a scaled down model narrowboat and various hand tools.

The float is intended, after a service of its underlying trailer chassis, to be used for 
promotional purposes and will be painted in the livery of BCS. The piling sheets will be 
used for some temporary works at Bridge No1, and then along the banks of the Cosgrove 
Arm as it is re-watered. A small boat was also on offer, but we have been unable to 
arrange transport for multiple reasons and have asked BDDCT to offer this to one of the 
other canal trusts that had expressed an interest in it.

Our thanks go to WRG and BDDCT and of course our intrepid band of road warriors, who 
had a day out at 55mph there and back! If you are able to help re-brand the carnival float, 
please contact any of our Society trustees.

For	 further	details	 about	 the	Barnsley,	Dearne	&	Dove	Canals	Trust	please	 visit:		
www.bddct.org.uk.	For	further	details	about	the	Elsecar	Heritage	Centre	please	visit:		
www.elsecar-heritage.com.

© Mark Hunt
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Structural	Engineer	and	Funders	Say	“Yes...Probably”...

As work to uncover Bridge No1 at Cosgrove draws to the conclusion of the ‘uncover and 
discover’ phase and enters into the ‘define and design’ phase, it’s great to report that it 
has been reviewed by Godfrey, the structural engineer who has come to help us with the 
design of the rebuild etc. Initial conclusions are yes, it probably can be restored but we 
have some further pits and assessments to make before we can fully conclude the final 
design and load capacity etc. 

At the time of writing, we have been approved through the first stage of a LEADER  
programme funding bid for nearly £50,000 which will cover the cost of the materials 
for the bridge restoration based on a number of working assumptions. LEADER is a 
European Union initiative to support rural development projects initiated at the local 
level in order to revitalise rural areas and create jobs.

For	further	details	about	the	LEADER	programme	please	visit:	
www.gov.uk/guidance/rural-development-programme-for-england-leader-funding.

...Whilst	Generous	Legacy	Earmarked	for	Bridge	Rebuild

The IWA Northampton Branch were pleased to present a £10,000 boost to the Cosgrove 
bridge fund at the Buckingham Canal Society’s AGM on Saturday 18th March. In the 
chosen picture for this edition’s cover story, I am pictured gratefully receiving the cheque 
from IWA Branch Chairman Bernard Morton.

The funds have been made available as a part of the legacy from John Faulkner, who was 
a former member of the IWA Northampton Branch Committee. John had remembered 
IWA and it’s Northampton branch in his will, leaving a very generous legacy split three 
ways, each amounting to £41,870 – one to Waterway Recovery Group (WRG), one to IWA 
Northampton Branch and one to Northamptonshire or other areas of the UK. The current 
Branch Committee selected three projects to share the Northamptonshire element and 
the £10,000 presented to our Society was a part of that.

A number of other donations have been received that are designated for the Bridge No1 
rebuild and associated tasks. These are being held as designated funds which are ring 
fenced for this purpose as part of the Society’s reserved funds. Design and survey work 
will continue on the bridge over the next few months alongside grant applications for 
the cost of the restoration materials. The restricted funds form part of the non-grant cash 
element that most grant funders require to be raised.

Our grateful thanks go to IWA Northampton 
and John Faulkner as well as all of our 
donors, however small or large.

Terry Cavender
Trustee	and	Executive	Officer© Alan Mynard
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BCS GREAT OUSE RIVER TRIP
ON THE B & MK COMMUNITY BOAT

SATURDAY 30th SEPTEMBER 2017
A SCENIC 2 HOUR TRIP ALONG THE

GREAT OUSE ABOARD THE JOHN BUNYAN
*ONLY £8! MEMBERS, FAMILY & FRIENDS WELCOME
Central Bedford • The Embankment • Wildlife • Local History

50 Seater Fully Heated & Comfortable Boat with Catering

Meet 10.15am at:
Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford, Beds, MK41 9DJ

*Kindly subsidised by one of our members, including refreshments
Thankyou also to Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

Registered Charity Number 1156662
Charitable Incorporated Organisation

For information and bookings, please contact Athina Beckett by 
tel: 01908 661217 or
email: athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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October, the beginning of autumn, and a walk on the wild side; actually a slow voyage 
through inland waterways to Bedford. Pilgrims, if indeed we all were, boarded the John 
Bunyan B&MK Community Boat at Priory Marina in the south end of the town with good 
grace and lively conversation, approaching our middle years and welcoming slow living. 
Our happy band set off along a tributary, bowing in return to a weeping willow which 
stood like a sentry at the entrance. Two Magpies acknowledged our departure with a 
flypast, tail feathers flared, keeping them straight and narrow, and going faster than our 
boat was permitted in these waters. The next sentry along was a handsome Grey Heron, 
standing to attention, and watching our boat glide along ancient waterways. On my 
right I see a glass pyramid. Perhaps I saw a Sacred Ibis instead, and have been teleported 
to Egypt and the Nile? A leisure centre apparently; more water under a blue roof.

...and Read About Last Year’s Too

© Christine McIlroy

Last year BCS ran a very successful boat trip for members and friends through Bedford 
along the River Great Ouse aboard the John Bunyan B&MK Community Boat. Hopefully 
this year’s trip will be just as successful! It will take place on Saturday 30th September 
from 10.30am–12.30pm. We will meet ahead of departure, no later than 10.15am at 
Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford, Beds, MK41 9DJ. This will be a great opportunity 
to make a return visit if you have enjoyed the boat trip in previous years. If you have 
never been, then it’s a chance to find out what you have been missing! As the boat can 
accommodate up to 50 people, we therefore usually have space for family and friends. 
The cost for this year’s trip will be only £8.00, to include a cup of coffee or tea and light 
snacks. PLEASE	BOOk	EARLY	TO	AVOID	DISAPPOINTMENT!

To	book	a	 space	or	 for	 further	 information	please	 contact	me	using	my	 contact	
details	on	page	26,	or	email	info@buckinghamcanal.org.uk.

Athina Beckett 
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

Book Early for This Year’s River Trip...
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Our boatman tells us to stay seated as the boat approaches Town Lock. A slender gap 
for a narrow boat. A tight fit, and not a time to stand up and move about. Confinement 
for a few minutes until water levels match up, whereupon the John Bunyan departs the 
tributary to enter the River Great Ouse. Regal Swans with obedient cygnets witness our 
arrival silently in their world. Trees and shrubs proudly wear their autumn foliage colours. 
Later, Mallards serenade us from an island in the stream; an unruly orchestra. 

Further along the River Great Ouse lies Bedford Crown Court, its position possibly 
convenient in earlier times, for those thinking of evading justice. Today we are merely 
sight seeing, and shortly afterwards the boat makes a wide turn in the river for a return 
journey. Rowers and kayaks provide an unwitting escort back to the island, and on to 
the lock where waters are balanced once again. Gliding back to the marina; slow living 
at its best.

Jim McIlroy
Trustee	and	Archivist

Imogen	Jackson	Appointed	as	Our	Second	Support	Worker

We	are	pleased	to	confirm	that	Imogen	Jackson	has	now	joined	us	as	our	second	
support	worker.

Imogen has lived on a narrowboat on 
and off for nearly 30 years, cruising the 
country’s waterways. She has previously 
volunteered as work party leader for the 
BTCV and for Buckingham Canal Society, 
and thoroughly enjoys her conservation 
work. In more recent years she has 
been working within mental health, for 
Mind BLMK and latterly for the NHS in a 
horticultural setting in Leicester.

From September 2017 she will be 
studying an MSc in Horticultural 
Therapy, combining her love of outdoor 
conservation & gardening and her interest 
in wellbeing for all. Imogen is very excited 
to be re-joining the BCS team.

Both of our support workers, Mark and Imogen, are now being funded by the Building 
Futures programme, of which further details can be found opposite.

For	Imogen’s	contact	details,	please	see	page	27.

Meet the Support Worker

© Imogen Jackson
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We	are	pleased	to	confirm	that	Buckingham	Canal	Society	(BCS)	is	one	of	the	delivery	
partners	in	a	consortium	working	to	deliver	the	Building	Futures	programme.	

This effectively enables BCS to continue to employ Support Workers for a total of 24 
hours a week until September 2019, with an allocation of around £30,000 from the 
funding. The Support Workers will primarily plan and run work parties for both BCS’s 
own volunteers and those beneficiaries referred to us under the scheme. This should 
enable us to progress the canal restoration work whilst helping the people referred to us 
to progress towards employment.

Building Futures is a dynamic partnership focused on changing the lives of disadvantaged 
adults and young people across Buckinghamshire. The project has received up to 
£1.159m of funding from the Big Lottery Fund and the European Social Fund (ESF) as part 
of the 2014-2020 European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) Growth Programme 
for England. In England, The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) is the Managing 
Authority responsible for the ESF. Established by the European Union, the ESF helps local 
areas stimulate their economic development by investing in projects which will support 
skills development, employment & job creation, social inclusion and local community 
regeneration. 

For	further	information	please	visit:	www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding.

Terry Cavender
Trustee	and	Executive	Officer

BCS Joins Building Futures Partnership
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Our bric-a-brac stall is out and about 
throughout the year attending canal 
festivals and village events, raising 
funds for the Society. If anyone fancies 
a change of scene, we readily welcome 
new people to come along and give a 
helping hand in running the stall. It’s 
really good fun and you’ll also get the 
chance to attend a wide variety of 
canal  festivals and local events whilst 
helping to raise funds for the BCS to restore the Buckingham Canal. So why not come 
along and help us make a difference. You won’t regret it.

To try and tempt you, some of the festivals we have attended include: Buckingham 
Spring Fair in April; Family Festival Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in June; our own Cosgrove 
Canal Festival & Craft Fair in July; Linslade Canal Festival in July; The Festival of Water 
at Northampton in August; Village at War Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in September; 
Buckingham Christmas Fair in December. The Village at War event is always great fun, as 
you get the chance to dress up in 1940s costume!

If	you	have	any	good	quality	bric-a-brac	that	you	would	like	to	donate,	or	would	
like	to	give	us	a	hand	on	the	stall	 this	year,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	
details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Ian Matson

Our Bric-a-Brac Stall Needs You

BCS Craft Group
Our Craft Group has gone from strength to strength and continues to meet on the last 
Thursday of each month at my house in Pennyland, Milton Keynes. We are a very friendly 
group and would welcome other like minded people interested in learning or teaching 
new crafts, or to simply join us for a very pleasant and sociable evening and discuss the 
various crafts that interest you.

If	you	would	like	to	attend,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser
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We	are	very	grateful	for	the	continued	support	of	our	patrons:

•	 Rt.	Hon.	John	Bercow	MP •	 Lord	Boswell	of	Aynho

The	Wyvern	Shipping	Co	Ltd

Nikon	Optical	Uk	Ltd

Taverners	Boat	Club

Braunston	Marina

Patrons, Partnerships and Funders

Corporate Members

Inland	Waterways	Association	
Northampton	Branch

We	have	formal	partnerships	with	the	following:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	District	Council	(AVDC)	
•	 Buckingham	Town	Council
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Canal	&	River	Trust	(CRT)
•	 Deanshanger	Parish	Council

•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)	
Corporate Member

•	 Northamptonshire	County	Council	(NCC)
•	 South	Northamptonshire	District	Council

We	are	very	grateful	for	the	financial	support	of	our	funders:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	Community	Chest	(AVCC)
•	 Buckinhgamshire	Community	

Foundation
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)

•	 Milton	Keynes	Heritage	Association	
(MKHA)

•	 Waste	Recycling	Environmental	Limited	
(WREN)

•	 Waterways	Recovery	Group	(WRG)

We	have	been	recognised	by	the	following:

•	 Cosgrove	Parish	Council
•	 Foscote	Parish	Meeting
•	 Maids	Moreton	Parish	Council

•	 Thornborough	Parish	Council
•	 Thornton	Parish	Meeting

Lionhearts	Cruising	Club
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Thursday 29th June 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Saturday 22nd - Sunday 23rd July
BCS	-	Cosgrove	Canal	Festival	

&	Craft	Fair
Cosgrove Lock, Lock Lane, Cosgrove, 
Milton Keynes, Northants, MK19 7JR

Details: See page 10

Thursday 27th July 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Saturday 29th July 11am - 5pm
Linslade	Canal	Festival

Tiddenfoot Waterside Park, Linslade,
Leighton Buzzard, Beds, LU7

Details: www.leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk

Thursday 31st August 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Saturday 9th - Sunday 10th September
Friends	of	the	Canal	Museum

Village	at	War	Weekend
Stoke Bruerne, Towcester,

Northants, NN12
Details:

www.friendsofcanalmuseum.org.uk

Tuesday 12th September 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton	-	Talk:	TBA

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 21st September 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	keynes	-	Talk:
Horse	Boating	Videos
and	Noggin	&	Natter

Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, 
West Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Future Events  

We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:

Charlotte	Stevens
Brackley, Northants
Colin	Anderson
Buckingham, Bucks
David	Stringfellow
Olney, Bucks

David	Watts
Brackley, Northants
Grant	&	Birgit	Gibson
Aspenden, Herts
Heather	Boyce

Ray	&	Margaret	Titmus
Addington, Bucks
Richard	Burgess
Pattishall, Northants
Wilfred	Bazley
Wimbledon, Gr. London

New Members 
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Thursday 28th September 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Saturday 30th September
Bedford	&	Milton	keynes	

Waterway	Trust
BCS	Boat	Trip	on	the	John	Bunyan
Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford, 

MK41 9DJ. 
Details: See page 18

Tuesday 10th October 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton	-	Talk:	TBA

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS. 

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 19th October 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	keynes	-	Talk:

‘The	Steam	Narrowboat	President	
No195’	-	a	Detailed	History	Presented	

by	Richard	Thomas
Royal	British	Legion	Hall,	off	Melrose	
Ave,	West	Bletchley,	Bucks,	Mk3	6PU.	

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

July
Sunday 9th

Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

August
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Thursday 24th 

September
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st

October
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

November
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 12th

Thursday 16th
Thursday 30th

December
Sunday 10th

Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th

January
Thursday 11th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 25th

February
Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Thursday 22nd

Work Party Dates 2017/2018

March
Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Thursday 22nd

April
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

May
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th
Thursday 31st

June
Sunday 10th

Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th
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Contact the Committee

Other	key	Contacts	:
Cosgrove	Festival	Team
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Dave	Humphreys
Chairman of Projects, Design and Grants Subgroup
dave.humphreys@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Ian	Matson
Editor and Publicity & Communications Manager
63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, 
Surrey, KT16 0BH
07793 451958
ian.matson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Doug	Pell
Trustee and Restoration Manager
6 Chaucer Place, 
Eaton Ford, St Neots,
Cambs, PE19 7LN
07968 297347 
doug.pell@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Alan	Mynard
Trustee and 
Website Administrator

Milton Keynes

alan.mynard@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
Trustee, Chairman and  
Health & Safety Officer 
44 Winslow Road, Granborough, 
Bucks, MK18 3NQ 
07801 506411
anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim	McIlroy
Trustee and Archivist

jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jonathan	Brown	
Trustee and Equipment Manager
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 661217
07721 319404
jonathan.brown@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Richard	Dwight	
Trustee and Treasurer
34 Hazell Park, 
Amersham,
Bucks, HP7 9AB
01494 728611
richard.dwight@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett 
Trustee, Volunteer Leader and  
Work Party Organiser
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX
01908 661217 / 07721 319404
athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Terry	Cavender
Trustee and Executive Officer
7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, 
Bucks, MK18 5HL 
01280 860316
07976 629440 
terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you are 
eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular items 
from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU, our valued members, for your 
submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter 
and comments are most welcome!

Please submit all contributions for Issue 94 (Autumn 2017) by the 1st August  2017 via 
email, CD, or typed/handwritten letter (in that order of preference) to:

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or 
Ian Matson, 63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0BH

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.
Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22

Illustrated	Talks	&	Presentations
talks@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Imogen	Jackson
Support Worker
07801 966198
imogen.jackson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jean	Beddard
Membership Secretary
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 674447
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Mark	Hunt
Support Worker
07950 735507
mark.hunt@buckinghamcanal.org.uk




