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Editorial
Welcome to the Winter 2016 edition of The Buckingham Navigator!

As you may have already heard, Friends of Raymond Chairman and 
former BCS Chairman Steve Miles sadly passed away in early November. 
I had only met him a few times, but he always made the time to chat, 
and came across as a one of life’s gentlemen. I’m sure he will be sorely 
missed by all who knew him and I would like express, on behalf of all at 
BCS, our sincerest condolences to Steve’s family, colleagues and friends.

We will be celebrating 25 years in the business next February, and hope 
to see you at our AGM in March, when we aim to have excavated the remains of Bridge 1, 
since being granted permission by CRT to excavate. Exciting times ahead!

Thank you to all the contributors. Cover photo © Alan Mynard. Why not drop me an 
email about what you enjoyed in this issue, and furthermore, why not contribute ideas 
or articles for future editions (see	page	27).

Please visit our website at www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk	and while you are online, 
follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/BuckinghamCanalSociety and please 
Like us. Thank you.

Ian Matson 
Editor
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Restoration Site Update

Exciting	News	at	Cosgrove	is	Exposed...

I begin with the announcement of some really exciting news. Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
has now given us permission to start work with the excavation of what remains of Bridge 
1 at Cosgrove, on the Buckingham Arm. For a considerable period of time it was thought 
that most of this bridge was missing. Toward the end of 2015 our volunteers carried out 
exploration work on the bridge, revealing that a lot more of it appears to still be there, 
albeit buried under several layers of earth. Work started back in October to remove the 
earth, and to help us with this task we have been using Blue, our excavator that was 
donated to us by the Inland Waterways Association (IWA). We have recently purchased a 
dumper truck which is also speeding up the work as well. Trustee Doug Pell explains in 
more detail on the next page.

Firstly though, Saturday 17th September saw a group of children aged between 11 and 
17 years from The Parks Trust Young Explorers carry out two work sessions at Cosgrove. A 
morning and an after lunch period meant the group were able to do a marvellous job in 
clearing the foliage from the site, in order to allow the next stage of the exploration work 
on the bridge to start. The MacIntyre Charity, an organisation based in Milton Keynes for 
people with learning difficulties,  have also been helping us again by sending their Green 
Genies to carry out a litter pick along Lock Lane and down the towpath at Cosgrove. 
We also had a group from Waitrose join us on Thursday 20th October to help with the 
excavation work on the bridge at Cosgrove.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Dave Humphreys
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...as	Work	Starts	on	the	Gateway	to	Buckingham

As Athina has just touched on, during October we were able to commence with 
excavations, exposing the remaining parts of the former Bridge 1 at Cosgrove. This is a 
huge achievement for the Society, following their previous restoration of the Bourton 
Meadow section at Buckingham, which opened in the Summer of 2013.

During the Second World War, the Old Stratford Arm of the Grand Union Canal, now part 
of the Buckingham Canal, was blocked off at Bridge 1. The bridge itself remained intact 
until the 1970s when its main arch was demolished and filled in, leaving a mound of earth 
and rubble that has since served as a farm crossing. Previously, our volunteers performed 
some exploratory hand excavation of this mound and confirmed that significant portions 
of the bridge still exist. Since then, working with support from CRT and other adjacent 
landowners, the Society has agreed a project for the full restoration of the bridge. This is 
a key milestone towards the eventual removal of this blockage, enabling full re-watering 
of the Cosgrove section and eventually navigation to  Buckingham

In order to commence the work on the bridge, dubbed “Gateway to Buckingham”, 
preparations have included our Society volunteers creating a temporary farm crossing 
near the bridge, enabling its formal closing along with the installation of necessary safety 
fencing. This included a gate and was installed along the towpath side of the bridge to 
keep the public safely away from the excavation and works, whilst providing access to 
the site.

The additional planking was laid from the temporary farm crossing to the canal bed 
entrance of the former bridge, so as to enable us to easily get our faithful digger Blue 
to and from the work site. The temporary track also made life a lot easier for our newly 
acquired wheeled dumper, named Marigold, to chug across to the bridge to pick up load 
after load of spoil, old stone and rubble excavated by Blue. This spoil, stone and rubble 

© Doug Pell © Doug Pell © Alan Mynard
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is temporarily being stored in a fenced off compound at the edge of the field adjacent 
to the temporary farm crossing.  It is hoped that some of the stone and other materials 
recovered can be eventually be reused in the reconstruction of Bridge 1.

The acquisition of our own wheeled dumper represents another major achievement for 
our Society, as not only has Marigold (named in recognition of her bright yellow colour) 
proved to be invaluable for this project, it will also then be at our disposal for use in 
numerous projects along the length of the canal over the coming years. Lest also we 
neglect to mention the sterling work of Blue, our excavator, in these important works. 
Both of these assets are being put to very good restoration work!

The volunteers have now started work on the excavation of the in filled barrel and the 
abutments. More of the original stonework and the sides of the original arch have now 
been exposed providing encouraging signs that the rebuild is achievable using some 

© Alan Mynard © Alan Mynard

© Alan Mynard
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of the former structure without 
complete demolition. As well as 
the physical progress, what has 
also been encouraging is the 
positive effect on the morale and 
enthusiasm of our numerous 
volunteers. This has also equally 
been matched by many members 
of the public whom, as they have 
walked by, have made numerous 
positive comments on our 
progress and given many words of 
encouragement to our volunteers. 

With Bridge 1 marking the 
entrance to the Arm, or the 
Gateway to Buckingham as it is now dubbed, its restoration provides great symbolism for 
what is to follow and is a great opportunity to ramp up the momentum of the restoration. 
As Terry Cavender aptly put it - “Its not starting that stops restoration”. Anyone observing 
the project site can be under no illusion that restoration has started!

Doug Pell
Trustee	and	Restoration	Manager

The	Way	Ahead	is	Now	Much	Clearer	at	the	Reserve...

Whilst the work at Cosgrove is possibly 
the most important of our projects at 
present, work has continued over the 
summer at our other sites. In particular, 
the Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve 
site has been the subject of visits from 
NHBC, Santander, Argos, Vinci Technology 
Centre UK and The Institute of Chartered 
Accounts in England and Wales (ICAEW). 
Because of the extra help by these external 
companies and organisations, this has 
meant that the work on the first dam has 
already been completed, with the second 
being not far behind.

After seed funding from the Aylesbury Vale Community Chest unlocked a successful grant 
application to Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd (WREN), installation of Oak planking 
along the edge of the canal bank was able to commence. With the help of offenders from 

© Alan Mynard

© Athina Beckett
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Buckingham’s Community Payback scheme, a small group of volunteers are now backfilling 
behind the plank edging and continuing the construction work on the second dam. These 
work parties are of an extra curricular nature, and have taken place on Tuesdays at the reserve 
in an effort to help this project move along. So, all in all, we have successfully carried out a 
wide variety of work across our sites this quarter, and the momentum just keeps on building. 
There’s no stopping us now! Support Worker Mark Hunt continues the Hyde Lane report 
below.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

...Thanks	to	a	Little	Nurturing	from	the	Volunteers

The restoration of the towpath through the nature reserve has been a labour of love for 
volunteers since March 2016. They have been assisted by prisoners from  the G4S Secure 
Training Centre at Oakhill in Milton Keynes, who have really taken pride in participating 
in this great opportunity to give something back to the community and to earn self 
respect in a healthy fresh air environment.

The towpath is now nearing completion and takes walkers safely for over half a mile from 
the kissing gate at the reserve’s western end to the canal’s first lock chamber (the second, 
now filled in, is at Bourton Meadow) near the Foscote locality. The final stages require 
that a few boards are temporarily left out to enable a digger to access the canal bed for 
the purposes of moving earth towards and over the towpath.

Work parties from both Santander and Vinci Technology Centre UK have been most 
helpful in achieving the finished towpath edging. I would like to thank Bryan Knight, 
Tim Clough and also Athina Beckett for her involvement and boundless energy and 
inspiration with the work party groups.

Mark Hunt
Support	Worker

© Mark Hunt
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Do	You	Dig	Canals?...We	Do!
Work	 parties	 are	 held	 every	 other	 Thursday	 and	 the	 second	
Sunday	of	each	month	and	are	always	friendly,	welcoming	and	
very	 rewarding.	 If	 you	would	 like	 to	become	 involved,	please	
contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.	

In	 addition,	 work	 party	 dates	 can	 be	 found	 on	 page	 25,	 and	
more	detailed	 information	 can	be	 found	by	visiting	our	work	
parties	web	page	at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/work-parties/

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser©Fallarino Photo

Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has a duty of care to its members, volunteers and 
the public to comply with the Health & Safety legislations in place. BCS operates work 
parties under terms of Insurance provided through the Inland Waterways Association 
(IWA). As a part of this arrangement, we work within many of the principles and methods 
of Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) as well as some specific Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
guidance.

All work party volunteers need to be aware of WRG’s Site Health & Safety video and  
their accompanying Volunteers’ Health & Safety Guide booklet, which was recently 
revised in 2013. We ask that you please take some time to review the WRG Health & 
Safety material on a regular basis, for your and your team’s safety and peace of mind. 
This is especially important when working on a site involving construction machinery 
(plant), as it is a requirement to confirm that you have reviewed this material within the 
12 months prior to the event.

We would also ask all those new volunteers who haven’t yet done so, to pre-read all of 
the WRG Health & Safety material before their first day on site. You will always be given 
a Health and Safety briefing at any work party, but pre-reading can speed things up. 
Please bear in mind that the WRG Health & Safety material is only an introduction to site 
safety, and does not remove the need for any volunteer to have a full briefing about a 
specific site or project.

To	view	the	video	and	booklet,	please	visit	our	WRG	Health	&	Safety	Video	web	
page	at: www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/wrg-health-safety-video/

Ian Matson 
Editor

Health & Safety Refresher
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Do	You
Dig	Canals?

...We	Do!
Thank	you	for	your	continuing	support.	Maybe	you	or	

someone	you	know	could	help	us	further?	Below	are	just	
some	of	the	things	we	do	that	you	can	get	involved	in.	

Please	get	in	contact	or	come	on	down	to	a	Society	event	
or	work	party	location	and	have	a	chat	with	one	of	our	

committee	members.
If you already are part of it, then we’d like to thank you and 

ask that you please show this to someone new so they can get 
involved as well.

Become	a...
Trustee

Journalist
Publicist

Editor
Plant Operator

Project Manager
Lengths-Person

Get	involved	in...
Conservation
Restoration

Local Heritage
Events Organising

Fundraising
Recruiting
Budgeting

Contribute	to...
Grant writing

Project Planning
Digging Canals

Re-pointing
Hedge Laying

Surveying
and many others!
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Steve	Miles,	an	Appreciation

Steve has recently passed away and will be missed 
by many who met him and worked with him in 
the multiple aspects of waterways life that he was 
involved with over the years. These have included 
IWA Northampton Branch,  BCS and The Friends of 
Raymond.

Over the years he had worked as a professional 
photographer, a motor parts salesman, a canal 
maintenance worker with Trevor Morley, for whom 
he ended up running Linda from Cosgrove wharf. 
Eventually he bought Linda and contributed to 
keeping the channel clear between Cosgrove 
and Stoke Bruerne due to the boat’s deep draft. 
Eventually he sold Linda and converted a younger 

boat to continue canal trips. Eventually the trip boat was sold to Richard Hyde, and Steve 
took to other occupations.

The most public of these was as an author, writing under his own name and his pen name 
of Geoffrey Lewis. He self-published under the guise of SGM Publications. Steve’s middle 
name was Geoffrey, but where the Lewis of his pen name came from remains obscure.

The catalogue includes detective fiction, and a series following a young runaway’s progress 
to become a number one narrowboat man. Steve also published a photographic record 
of the many American cars which he first encountered during his Oxford childhood, due 
to the local American Air Force presence after World War 2. There are now 15 volumes in 
the Over Here series. In addition he helped others to publish their own memories, the 
most notable of which are those of Alice Lapworth, who was born on a narrowboat.

BCS News

© Irene Beltcher

© Michael Freeman
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Steve’s dedication to the waterways had a positive impact through the societies he 
belonged to and through his own individual efforts. He was an early member of BCS 
and at one time was its Chairman. Perhaps an equally important role was as Trustee 
and Chairman of The Friends of Raymond, a charity that preserves Raymond - the last 
wooden narrowboat built for commercial use , and it’s partner Nutfield.

On an individual level he played a significant role in persuading British Waterways to 
take action about trees growing over the canal and obstructing safe navigation. He did 
this by taking pictures of problem areas, forwarding them to James Griffin of Wyvern 
Shipping who in turn brought pressure to bear on British Waterways.

Steve and his knowledge, imagination and generosity of spirit will be a loss to many. Lets 
hope there are boats, or American cars, wherever he is.

Please	 visit	 www.sgmpublishing.co.uk/htmfiles/geoffrey_lewis.html	 for	 an	 in	
depth	background	written	by	Steve.

Michael Freeman
Former	BCS	Chairman	and	Friend	&	Colleague	of	Steve

© Michael Freeman

© Ian Matson © Ian Matson © Ian Matson
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Come Celebrate With Us at Our 25th AGM 
We will be holding our next Annual General Meeting on Saturday 18th March 2017. The 
event will be rather special as the Society will be 25 years old, and to mark the occasion 
we are planning a special evening that will take in a rather different talk to that of years 
gone by.

On this occasion we will be joined by Dr Susan Fern who will give a rather interesting 
archeological presentation entitled ‘Anglo Saxon Treasure: Discovering the Lenborough 
Hoard’. The Hoard in question is a collection of over 5,200 silver coins dating back  around 
1,000 years to the reigns of King Canute and King Ethelred the Unready. Found buried 
two feet down encased in a lead container, in a field between Buckingham and Padbury 
in December 2014, this is the 3rd largest Anglo-Saxon coin hoard discovered in England 
to date. For	more	details	on	the	hoard,	please	visit:	www.buckscountymuseum.org.

The best our canal has thrown up since digging began is some old glass beer bottles 
and pieces of farm machinery! Hoards and Royalty aside though, we will also present the 
evening’s usual formal agenda whilst food and refreshments will be provided too.

Of course, the evening will not be complete without celebrating our milestone! When 
the Society was formed back in 1992, the whole length of the Old Stratford Cut running 
west from Cosgrove to the A5 resembled a linear forest; the towpath, despite being in 
part a public footpath, was heavily overgrown. The only clear section ran from Bridge 
Number 2 near the A5 for a hundred yards or so, where for many years sheep had been 
grazed. A walk along this section today will demonstrate what has been achieved in the 
intervening years – virtually all of the major growth has been cleared and the towpath is 
unobstructed and open to walkers for the entire length.

The Bourton Meadow section was restored in 2013 and has been in water ever since. 
Projects are currently underway to restore other sections of the Arm, the most visible of 
these being the excavation of Bridge 1 at Cosgrove and the restoration of the towpath at 
Hyde Lane within the Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve.

Besides all this, the Society runs work parties throughout the year, every year. These 
are made up of local volunteers and often with local community based and corporate 
organisations. You will find us by the canalside controlling the vegetation and carrying 
out general maintenance, a fact that has earned us considerable local credibility. None 
of this would have been possible without the enthusiasm and commitment from all our 
volunteers and leaders over the years.

So make a note of the date in your diary and join us to celebrate 25 years of restoration 
whilst taking the opportunity to catch up with old friends and the events and news from 
the Buckingham Arm.  We’re really looking forward to seeing you there. 

David O’Connor
Trustee	and	Minutes	Secretary
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Learn About the Canal Bridge Excavations at Cosgrove, 
and Take in a Talk by Dr Susan Fern, Entitled:

‘Anglo Saxon Treasure: 
Discovering the Lenborough Hoard’

Meeting at 7.15pm

Cheese, Wine and Light Refreshments Available

For more information, please contact Athina Beckett by 
tel: 01908 661217
email: athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Please visit our website: www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Charitable Incorporated Organisation
Registered Charity Number 1156662

SATURDAY 18th MARCH 2017
BUCKINGHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE,

CORNWALLS MEADOW, BUCKINGHAM, 
MK18 1RP

BUCKINGHAM CANAL SOCIETY
AGM + SOCIAL EVENING  CELEBRATING 25 YEARS 

OF MAKING RESTORATION A REALITY
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Nomination form 
 

Registered Charity 1156662 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

 
 
 
Nominations are invited from members of the Society for members to serve on the Executive 
Committee of the Buckingham Canal Society being a registered charity number 1156662 and 
a Charitable Incorporated Organisation. This is to serve from the conclusion of the annual 
general meeting to be held on Saturday 18th March 2017 until the conclusion of the next 
annual general meeting. The executive committee must consist of no less than 3 trustees. 
 
Nominees may indicate their willingness to accept nomination in later ballots if they are 
unsuccessful in earlier ballots. 
 
Nominee 
 

 

Proposer 
 

 

Seconder 
 

 

Ballot 1 – 
Chairman 

Willing to accept nomination                             YES   /  NO 

Ballot 2 – 
Treasurer 

Willing to accept nomination                             YES   /  NO 

Ballot 3 – 
Secretary 

Willing to accept nomination                             YES   /  NO 

Ballot 4 –  
Trustee 

Willing to accept nomination                             YES   /  NO 

 
 
I agree if elected to act in the interests of the Buckingham Canal Society. 
 
Signature of nominee ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date   ____/____/____ 
 
 
Nominations should be returned to Anthony Smith-Roberts, 44 Winslow Road, Granborough, 
Bucks, MK18 3NQ by Saturday 4th March 2017 
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BCS Great Ouse River Trip (with Trains!)
This year saw yet another very successful annual boat trip take place for the benefit of our 
members and friends aboard the John Bunyan B&MK Community Boat. We took a two hour 
trip through Bedford along the River Great Ouse on Saturday 8th October.  The trip took us 
through the town centre, and with 44 people on board, including two children, we were able to 
celebrate two birthdays as well! So again a very enjoyable occasion was had by all who joined 
us for the cruise.

Our Society boat trip always provides a good opportunity for Jonathan and I to catch up with 
the many friends we have made over the years in Milton Keynes, whilst giving all who join us 
the chance to sample some of Jonathan’s goodies too.  So with one big day out planned, we 
thought we might try and make a long weekend of it.

This year, before setting off for home, we decided to visit the Rushden Transport Museum & 
Railway in Rushden, Northamptonshire. As luck would have it they were holding their ‘1940s 
Home Front Wartime Weekend’, so there was more there to see than just trains. There was a 
really good crowd in attendance and just to add to the atmosphere there was a group playing 
‘40s music.

The	following	information	has	been	reproduced	with	kind	permission	from	the	website	
www.steamrailwaylines.co.uk	:

Rushden station was the only intermediate station on the line that went from Wellingborough 
to Higham Ferrers. The Midland Railway built the branch which opened in 1894. Passenger 
services continued until 1959, with British Railways closing the line completely in 1969.

Northamptonshire County Council purchased Rushden station and rented it to small 
businesses. In 1984 the Rushden Historical Transport Society (RHTS) were granted a lease on 
the station. A new road project proposed in 1987 threatened the demolition of the station. 
After three years of campaigning and strong public opposition the decision was made not to 
demolish the station. The RHTS purchased the station and surrounding area from the Council 
in 1996. The station has been restored to a high standard and houses the museum where there 
are many transport and railway artefacts including lamps, signals, tickets, signs, photographs 
etc. A social club provides drinks for members of RHTS and non-members on open days.

A short section of track has been laid with associated sidings at Rushden station. Train rides are 
given on most special event days. There are plans to extend the line to Higham Ferrers where 
a small halt would allow passengers to alight. Locomotives available are Barclay ‘Edmunsons’ 
0-4-0ST, No.70048 0-4-0 Barclay diesel shunter and No.31206 main line diesel.

Looking	at	the	RHTS	website,	they	have	many	events	planned	for	2017,	so	if	you	fancy	a	
fish	&	chip	supper,	a	cream	tea	or	a	visit	to	the	Sausage	&	Cider	Festival,	then	please	visit	
their	website	for	more	details	at	www.rhts.co.uk.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser
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Our	1950s	Johnson	Pump	is	Now	Restored	and	Running

As	 reported	 in	 the	 Summer	 edition	 of	
The	Buckingham	Navigator,	back	at	the	
start	of	the	year	BCS	had	taken	delivery	
of	 a	 rather	 sorry	 looking	 Johnson	
pump,	 acquired	 from	 the	 Waterways	
Recovery	Group	 (WRG).	 I	 had	 stripped	
it	back	to	it’s	bare	bones	to	reveal	what	
state	it	was	in	and	to	ascertain	whether	
anything	 could	 be	 done	with	 it	 to	 get	
it	 up	 and	 running	 again.	 Here’s	 the	
conclusion	to	that	story…

The trolley is a solid affair. They knew how 
to build stuff to last back in the 1950s! The 
wheels were easily detached, and a good 
greasing soon got them spinning freely 
again, although one of the wheels was 
a little reluctant to revolve! After a good 
clean and an attack on the rust with a 
grinding disk, I soon had the surface back 
to bare metal again. This would prepare it 
for a coat of anti-rust primer, followed by 
a top coat of paint somewhat approaching BCS blue. The brass name plate was similarly 
treated and brought back to it’s original condition, with the text clearly in relief again.

The Lister engine was in a bit of sorry state, having previously seized up at some point. 
Once all of the parts had been separated and examined, it appeared that in general 
it was in an okay condition. Some of the cylinder rings were broken and bits of metal 
found in the bottom of the sump turned out to be the remains of governor springs 

Restoration at the Other End of the Scale

© Alan Mynard

© Alan Mynard

© Alan Mynard
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that had come adrift at some point in the past. The cylinder head valves were pitted 
and burnt, although some grinding yielded an acceptable seal. These Lister diesels are 
known for being pretty solid things that take a lot to stop them working. A quick search 
of the internet found a good source of original parts to replace the piston rings and the 
governor springs alongside a new gasket set (sourced from India) with which to rebuild 
the unit. Paint stripper was also used to remove the red paint that had been liberally 
applied at some time in the past. Lister engines should always be Mid-Brunswick Green!

The condition of the Johnson pump was another concern. The diaphragm is like a big 
rubber washer and was considerably cracked through age. Again I searched the internet, 
but this time the results were not very promising. No replacement parts could be found. 
A custom made part could be obtained, but the cost of this was far beyond feasible. 
We already had concerns about the health and safety aspects of the pump, it being 
completely unshielded and unable to meet today’s standards without making some 
changes. Until we find out if the pump is usable there is no point in attempting to fix 
this. The fuel tank has rusted through too. Like the pump diaphragm, it’s patched up until 
we decide the long term future of our shiny new piece of kit.

The rebuild could now start. The transformation was amazing: from dirty, rusty and red 
to a sparkling new blue and green finish.

Then followed the big question...after all that work, would it run? There are no glow plugs 
or electric starters on these engines; it’s all down to muscle power and technique. With 
the decompressor lever activated and throttle fully open, turn the handle slowly through 
15 revolutions. You then continue by accelerating to the highest speed possible and 
then release the decompressor. It will then start, at least in theory. In practice it took a 
lot longer. Several days in fact, whilst I pondered why there was insufficient compression 
and lack of fuel. Finally, I worked it all out and with a big puff of smoke it was running. 
Tick-over is really smooth, at 1000rpm, and the pump oscillates at about 10-12 times per 
minute. It’s a great feeling to see something that I have spent many hours rebuilding 
now running smoothly, as originally intended.

Alan Mynard
Trustee		and	Website	Administrator

© Alan Mynard © Alan Mynard
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Why Bother...with Partnerships?

Pondering	the	Roles	and	Benefits	of	Partnerships	for	BCS

Wow. Bridge 1 is being excavated and made ready for restoration. Twenty-four years 
of the Society’s aspirations; Six years of intensive discussions; Two years of paperwork. 
And now it’s happening. But it’s happening due to partnerships. CRT, Cosgrove Marina, 
various landowners and several other groups and individuals continue to be key partners 
in enabling us to reach this point. Of course the most critical partnerships are, whether 
you realise it or not, with you. Through reading this as an interested member, volunteer, 
formal partner or otherwise, you have formed a partnership with BCS. So where are we 
from a partnership perspective?

At Hyde Lane we have recently benefited from partnerships with WREN and the 
Aylesbury Vale Community Chest to provide funding that has enabled us to access a 
CRT partnership in the form of procurement pricing. This is so that we can undertake 
the path edging restoration and prepare to re-water the canal. A further partnership 
with the Buckingham Town Council Green Spaces Team has helped us enlist Community 
Service Offenders to assist us with top dressing the towpath.

Meanwhile, Bourton Meadow is about to have a solar powered pump installed in the 
chamber that was created last year with the help of Nick Hawes and his ATN farm team. 
The Environment Agency are supporting us with our water extraction requirements. 
These are yet more critical partnerships that, alongside the fundraising, has enabled us 
to buy the specialist pump to install in the riverbank chamber.

At Passenham we have a new landowner in the form of The Parks Trust (who look after 
Milton Keynes green spaces) and we are in early dialogue with them regarding our 
preferred route for the new channel, in order to mitigate the building at Deanshanger 
that now blocks the original line of the canal.

Our projects team has recently benefited from a £900 grant from the Aylesbury Vale 
Community Chest who have been a very supportive partner of the Society over the past 
5 years.  This grant is for some technical Computer Aided Design (CAD) software that we 
leverage through the charity partnerships from Microsoft, Symantec and Autodesk. The 
retail value of this software exceeds £10,000 and brings the value of the Microsoft in-
kind grants to over £20,000 over the past 3 years. This, alongside other funding in kind, 
gives us access to further grant money through yet even more partnerships.

There	are	many	other	partnership	examples	that	the	Society	is	benefiting	from,	and	It’s	
no	surprise	that	we	need	more	of	these.	Is	there	a	potential	partner	you	can	suggest	or	
introduce	to	us	that	can	help	with	the	restoration	project	in	any	way?	Please	contact	
any	of	the	trustees	to	discuss	your	ideas	using	our	contact	details	on	page	26.

Terry Cavender
Trustee	and	Executive	Officer
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As previously reported, lots of work is underway at Cosgrove with sterling efforts from 
many to restore Bridge 1 to its former glory. The photograph below shows the original 
bridge, and restoration work by BCS aims to match this, subject to CRT heritage guidance 
and safe engineering needs.

When this work is complete the Buckingham Arm will be in water through and beyond 
Bridge 1. Where might the Buckingham Arm go after that? It will be possible to follow the 
original route for a little way and as a point of interest the path of the Buckingham Arm 
follows the old Roman road adjacent to the remains of the Roman villa in the Cosgrove 
area.

Keeping to the original route will not be possible in Old Stratford and Deanshanger due 
to the building of houses in those areas. The Society is currently exploring alternatives 
to the original route and has been in discussion with The Parks Trust in Milton Keynes, 
whose land extends to Passenham on the South Northamptonshire county border 
near Deanshanger. Whilst discussions are purely exploratory at the moment with no 
commitments whatsoever, we are seeking to re-route the Buckingham Arm below 
Old Stratford, crossing under the A5 London to Holyhead trunk road and running to 
Passenham through The Parks Trust land. Besides creating a navigable route for the 
Buckingham Arm, there could be flood mitigation measures built in to the design which 
would benefit the towns of Deanshanger, Passenham and Stony Stratford. 

The Society will provide updates in the Navigator from time to time on this subject. We 
also take this opportunity to thank members and supporters for their continuing interest 
in our restoration work.

Jim McIlroy
Trustee	and	Archivist

Potential Meanderings of Our Canal

© Unknown
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Win up to £20,000 with Vale Lottery

Our bric-a-brac stall is out and about 
throughout the year attending canal 
festivals and village events, raising 
funds for the Society. If anyone fancies 
a change of scene, we readily welcome 
new people to come along and give a 
helping hand in running the stall. It’s 
really good fun and you’ll also get the 
chance to attend a wide variety of 
canal  festivals and local events whilst 
helping to raise funds for the BCS to restore the Buckingham Canal. So why not come 
along and help us make a difference. You won’t regret it.

To try and tempt you, some of the festivals we have attended include: Buckingham 
Spring Fair in April; Family Festival Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in June; our own Cosgrove 
Canal Festival & Craft Fair in July; Linslade Canal Festival in July; The Festival of Water 
at Northampton in August; Village at War Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in September; 
Buckingham Christmas Fair in December. The Village at War event is always great fun, as 
you get the chance to dress up in 1940s costume!

If	you	have	any	good	quality	bric-a-brac	that	you	would	like	to	donate,	or	would	
like	to	give	us	a	hand	on	the	stall	 this	year,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	
details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Ian Matson

Our Bric-a-Brac Stall Needs You

The Vale Lottery is an exciting weekly lottery that raises money for good causes. BCS has 
registered with the Vale Lottery as a beneficiary. Tickets are just £1 per week and 50% of 
that will come directly to BCS, provided you nominate us as your preferred charity.

Each ticket has a 1 in 50 chance of winning a prize, with a top prize of £20,000. Every 
ticket consists of 6 numbers and each of those is between 1 and 9. There is a draw every 
Saturday night when a 6 digit winning combination is picked. Match all 6 and you can 
win the jackpot! However, before you buy, please do not forget to select Buckingham 
Canal Society as your preferred charity otherwise your money will be directed into a 
general charitable fund, which we do not benefit from. Good Luck!

To	play	and	support	BCS	you	will	need	to	visit	the	Vale	Lottery	website	to	register	
and	buy	tickets	at:	www.valelottery.co.uk.
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We	are	very	grateful	for	the	continued	support	of	our	patrons:

•	 Rt.	Hon.	John	Bercow	MP •	 Lord	Boswell	of	Aynho

The	Wyvern	Shipping	Co	Ltd

Nikon	Optical	UK	Ltd

Taverners	Boat	Club

Braunston	Marina

Patrons, Partnerships and Funders

Corporate Members

Inland	Waterways	Association	
Northampton	Branch

We	have	formal	partnerships	with	the	following:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	District	Council	(AVDC)	
•	 Buckingham	Town	Council
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Canal	&	River	Trust	(CRT)
•	 Deanshanger	Parish	Council

•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)	
Corporate Member

•	 Northamptonshire	County	Council	(NCC)
•	 South	Northamptonshire	District	Council

We	are	very	grateful	for	the	financial	support	of	our	funders:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	Community	Chest	(AVCC)
•	 Buckinhgamshire	Community	

Foundation
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)

•	 Milton	Keynes	Heritage	Association	
(MKHA)

•	 Waste	Recycling	Environmental	Limited	
(WREN)

•	 Waterways	Recovery	Group	(WRG)

We	have	been	recognised	by	the	following:

•	 Cosgrove	Parish	Council
•	 Foscote	Parish	Meeting
•	 Maids	Moreton	Parish	Council

•	 Thornborough	Parish	Council
•	 Thornton	Parish	Meeting

Lionhearts	Cruising	Club
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Tuesday 10th January 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton	-	Talk:

Patrick	Moss
(Somerset	Coal	Canal	Society)

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 19th January 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes	-	Talk:

‘The	Reconstruction	of	Blisworth	
Tunnel’	John	Woods	(former	Site	
Manager,	Mowlem	Ltd)	and	Robin	
Garrett	(former	Project	Engineer,	

British	Waterways)
Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, 
West Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 26th January 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Tuesday 14th February 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton	-	Talk:

‘Water	Management’	-	Pete	Gray
The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 

Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS. 
Details:

www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Future Events  

We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:

Peter	Stanton
Farthingstone, Northants

Roger	Pepworth
Dunstable, Beds

New Members 

BCS Craft Group
Our Craft Group has gone from strength to strength and continues to meet on the last 
Thursday of each month at my house in Pennyland, Milton Keynes. We are a very friendly 
group and would welcome other like minded people interested in learning or teaching 
new crafts, or to simply join us for a very pleasant and sociable evening and discuss the 
various crafts that interest you.

If	you	would	like	to	attend,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser
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Thursday 16th February 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes	-	AGM	&	Talk:

‘Buckingham	Canal	Society	Update’
Athina	Beckett

Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, 
West Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Tuesday 14th March 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton	-	Talk:

‘Boat	Maintenance’	-	Tony	Brooks
The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 

Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 16th March 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes	-	Talk:

‘Boat	Safety	Tips	and	Memories	of	Life	
Afloat’	-	Alan	Stewart	(Boat	Examiner)
Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, 
West Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Saturday 18th March 7.15pm
BCS	AGM	&	Social	Evening

Buckingham Community Centre, 
Cornwalls Meadow, Buckingham, Bucks, 

MK18 1RP
Details:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Thursday 30th March 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Friday 31st March - Saturday 1st April
IWA	Milton	Keynes
Canal	Clean	Up

Meet: Fenny Stratford Lock
Details: 

philip.strangeway@waterways.org.uk

January
Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th
Thursday 25th

February
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

March
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

April
Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

May
Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

June
Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th 

July
Sunday 9th

Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

August
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Thursday 24th 

Work Party Dates 2017

September
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st

October
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

November
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 12th

Thursday 16th
Thursday 30th

December
Sunday 10th

Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th



26			The Buckingham Navigator

Doug	Pell
Trustee and Restoration Manager
6 Chaucer Place, 
Eaton Ford, St Neots,
Cambs, PE19 7LN
07968 297347 
doug.pell@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Alan	Mynard
Trustee and 
Website Administrator

alan.mynard@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
Trustee, Secretary and  
Health & Safety Officer 
44 Winslow Road, Granborough, 
Bucks, MK18 3NQ 
07801 506411
anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim	McIlroy
Trustee and Archivist
17 Brownfield Road,
Yardley Gobion,
Northants, NN12 7TY
07801 862280
jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Contact the Committee

Jonathan	Brown	
Trustee and Equipment Manager
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 661217
07721 319404
jonathan.brown@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Richard	Dwight	
Trustee and Treasurer
34 Hazell Park, 
Amersham,
Bucks, HP7 9AB
01494 728611
richard.dwight@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett 
Trustee, Volunteer Leader and  
Work Party Organiser
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX
01908 661217 / 07721 319404
athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Terry	Cavender
Trustee and Executive Officer
7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, 
Bucks, MK18 5HL 
01280 860316
07976 629440 
terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Trustee
We are interested to hear from
people who would like to join us
as trustees.

David	O’Connor
Trustee and Minutes Secretary
31 Kippell Hill, 
Olney, 
Bucks, MK46 5ER
07521 852483
david.o’connor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you are 
eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular items 
from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU, our valued members, for your 
submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter 
and comments are most welcome!

Please submit all contributions for Issue 93 (Summer 2017) by the 1st May 2017 via email, 
CD, or typed/handwritten letter (in that order of preference) to:

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or 
Ian Matson, 63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0BH

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.
Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22

Other	Key	Contacts	:
Cosgrove	Festival	Team
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Dave	Humphreys
Chairman of Projects Subgroup
dave.humphreys@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Ian	Matson
Editor and Publicity & Communications Manager
63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, 
Surrey, KT16 0BH
07793 451958
ian.matson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jean	Beddard
Membership Secretary
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 674447
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Mark	Hunt
Support Worker
07950 735507
mark.hunt@buckinghamcanal.org.uk




