
Featuring:
•	 Preparation	Works	Commence	at	Hyde	Lane
•	 Cosgrove	Canal	Festival	&	Craft	Fair	Report
•	 An	Insight	Into	How	Our	Projects	are	Funded

The Buckingham navigaTor
The Newsletter of Buckingham Canal Society

Registered Charity No. 1156662 
Issue No. 91 
Autumn 2016



2			The Buckingham Navigator

  

COMPANY DIRECTOR G SMITH 
 REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES COMPANY NO 6013965  

VAT NO 765293696  

 
 
 
 

G SMITH 
GROUNDWORKS LTD 

Supporting restoration of the Buckingham Canal 
 

 

 
Approved Highways Contractor 

Wide range of groundworks undertaken including: 
 

Drainage 
Concrete Works 

Foundations 
Earthworks 

 

Landscaping 
Formwork 

General Building Services 
Traffic Management 

FIELDVIEW FARM, BLETCHLEY RD 
THORNBOROUGH, BUCKS, MK18 2DZ 

OFFICE TEL /FAX  01280 815651 
MOBILE NO 07949 671493 

Please	re-use	this	publication	which	 incorporates	a	variety	of	 information	about	
some	of	our	activities,	to	promote	the	work	of	the	Buckingham	Canal	Society	to	a	
friend	/	neighbour	/	colleague	/	relative	or	other	interested	people.



The Buckingham Navigator   3			

Editorial
Welcome to the Autumn 2016 edition of The Buckingham Navigator!

The Summer months have been quiet of late, with no committee 
comings and goings to speak of. We’ve had another successful festival,  
with more interest generated, and our Facebook Likes are nearing 1,000! 

The physical restoration work on the other hand, simply hasn’t let up 
either. Work to restore Bridge No1 is well underway, with many years of 
overgrowth, including trees, being cleared to enable work to commence. 
With Blue now on site, progress has become that much more efficient. 
Meanwhile, further to the west, the Nature Reserve section has been dammed at it’s 
western end, to enable work to commence within the site and it’s lock chamber so that it 

can be prepared for re-watering. It will be no mean feat, so 
there’s no time to bury our heads in the sand!

Thank you to all the contributors. All photography in this 
issue is © Ian Matson unless otherwise stated. Cover photo 
© Alan Mynard. Why not drop me an email about what you 
enjoyed in this issue, and furthermore, why not contribute 
ideas or articles for future editions (see	page	27).

Please visit our website at www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk	and while you are online, 
follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/BuckinghamCanalSociety and please 
Like us. Thank you.

Ian Matson 
Editor
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Restoration Site Update

Lets	Save	That	Job	for	a	Rainy	Day

One of the biggest problems over the last few months has been the amount of rainfall 
deposited upon our work sites, which has put extra demands on us as public footpaths 
run through three of them. Our regular Thursday and Sunday work parties have been 
working against all odds to keep all of these areas in shape.

There’s	Cutbacks	at	Bourton	Meadow...

I think we all felt that when the 
Bourton Meadow site was re-
watered (most of you will no doubt 
have seen the front page of the last 
edition with a photo of Bourton 
Meadow in water with the Marsh 
Marigolds in flower), only a quick 
tidy up would be required. Because 
of the extra rain however, when 
we took a group of Santander 
volunteers down to the site on 
Thursday 23rd June, we were faced 
by Cow Parsley towering over us 
up to 10ft high! Therefore, rather 

than implementing our newly planned tasks, most of the day was spent strimming the 
towpath and cutting back the hedges so that the public could walk along the canal with 
ease. Green Spaces Officer Lee Philips has helped us in the past with strimming, but 
this year his group have had problems keeping up with their own work load! So as luck 
would have it, Santander sent plenty of volunteers on that Thursday who were willing to 
help cut back the foliage, trim the hedges and generally tidy up the canal banks. Upon 
completion of the day’s tasks, the team kindly presented me with a generous donation 
(above) to cover the cost of the equipment purchased for today’s activities.

...While	Work	Dries	Up	at	the	Nature	Reserve

So far, we have had three recent visits by volunteers from Santander already this year. In 
addition to the group that worked at Bourton Meadow, two further parties (one shown 
opposite - top left) assisted our own volunteers at our Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve 
site, which again was in need of attention. Additional help will later be supplied by a 
team from popular retail chain Argos, who too will be working at the reserve. Work has 
also begun with the installation of new towpath edging boards (opposite - top right).

© Athina Beckett
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Assistance from external organisations has also been arranged by others within the 
Society. Among those is Mark Hunt, our first paid Support Worker, who has been working 
hard with G4S and a group of their trainees from their Secure Training Centre at Oakhill. 
They have been busy at our nature reserve site where work to install planking along the 
canal bank and the construction of a dam (below) to allow us to re-water this stretch of 
canal at a later date had already taken place. This was made possible due to a financial 
grant from WREN (Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd), an organisation that has assisted 
us greatly in the past.

© Athina Beckett © Mark Hunt

© Alan Mynard

© Alan Mynard © Alan Mynard © Alan Mynard



6			The Buckingham Navigator

Work	Escalates	to	Dizzying	Heights	at	Cosgrove

A lot of time was spent at Cosgrove earlier in the year ahead of our festival. We got 
the whole site in order and made it look more attractive by strimming the towpath 
and painting the lock gates. For the task of sprucing up the gates, we had a group of 
volunteers from NHBC (below) that did a marvellous job with paint brushes! 

The MacIntyre Charity, based in Milton Keynes, have also been continuing to help us at 
Cosgrove by sending in their Green Genies to clear much of the foliage whilst assisting 
in maintaining the towpath. They will be joining us again in September and October for 
further work parties.

© Athina Beckett

© Athina Beckett © Athina Beckett
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Society Trustees Terry Cavender and Doug Pell have been continuing the good work at 
Cosgrove with our regular volunteers in building a crossing for the local farmer so that 
we can close the access point over Bridge Number 1. Once this crossing is in place we 
can explore the area around the bridge with a view to discovering what remains of it. 
The Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) Forestry Team joined us for a weekend in May to 
fell the trees that have encroached upon the bridge (below). Our excavator Blue is now 
based here and is used on a regular basis. Work will continue on this part of the canal for 
a while over the next few months.

For a considerable period it was thought that most of the bridge’s structure was missing. 
However, towards the end of last year our volunteers carried out some exploratory work 
on the bridge. To our surprise, initial digs showed that a lot more of the structure may 
still be in place, albeit buried under several layers of earth. If this proves to be the case, 
and the remains are still sound, work to restore the bridge will become much easier. 
Hopefully we can give you more good news about this project in the next edition of The 
Buckingham Navigator.

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender © Terry Cavender

© WRG Forestry Team

© WRG Forestry Team
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June 2nd saw the Society team up with Community Action: MK as part of Volunteer’s 
Week. The partnership involved teams from Tech Mahindra’s offices in Milton Keynes, 
The Woburn Hotel in Woburn and Hewitson Moorhead solicitors’ offices, also in Milton 
Keynes. As you can see from the testaments, kindly supplied by Community Action: MK’s 
newsletter, the event proved to be a success and an inspiration for all involved. 

© Community Action: MK
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Do	You	Dig	Canals?...We	Do!
Work	 parties	 are	 held	 every	 other	 Thursday	 and	 the	 second	
Sunday	of	each	month	and	are	always	friendly,	welcoming	and	
very	 rewarding.	 If	 you	would	 like	 to	become	 involved,	please	
contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.	

In	 addition,	 work	 party	 dates	 can	 be	 found	 on	 page	 25,	 and	
more	detailed	 information	 can	be	 found	by	visiting	our	work	
parties	web	page	at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/work-parties/

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser©Fallarino Photo

Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has a duty of care to its members, volunteers and 
the public to comply with the Health & Safety legislations in place. BCS operates work 
parties under terms of Insurance provided through the Inland Waterways Association 
(IWA). As a part of this arrangement, we work within many of the principles and methods 
of Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) as well as some specific Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
guidance.

All work party volunteers need to be aware of WRG’s Site Health & Safety video and  
their accompanying Volunteers’ Health & Safety Guide booklet, which was recently 
revised in 2013. We ask that you please take some time to review the WRG Health & 
Safety material on a regular basis, for your and your team’s safety and peace of mind. 
This is especially important when working on a site involving construction machinery 
(plant), as it is a requirement to confirm that you have reviewed this material within the 
12 months prior to the event.

We would also ask all those new volunteers who haven’t yet done so, to pre-read all of 
the WRG Health & Safety material before their first day on site. You will always be given 
a Health and Safety briefing at any work party, but pre-reading can speed things up. 
Please bear in mind that the WRG Health & Safety material is only an introduction to site 
safety, and does not remove the need for any volunteer to have a full briefing about a 
specific site or project.

To	view	the	video	and	booklet,	please	visit	our	WRG	Health	&	Safety	Video	web	
page	at: www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/wrg-health-safety-video/

Ian Matson 
Editor

Health & Safety Refresher
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Excitement	Contained	as	New	Storage	Solutions	Arrive

On the 19th July BCS took delivery of 
a Portakabin (left) and a Steel Storage 
Container (below left) for use at Cosgrove. 
The previously used Portakabin was 
supplied at a very low price by Storage 
MK Ltd of Nash, who also donated the 
lockable steel container as part of the 
arrangement. Terry Cavender and I 
oversaw the delivery which was carried 
out by Site Plant Services Hire Ltd of Bleak 
Hall. The units are now located adjacent 
to our existing smaller container and 
compound store at Cosgrove. BCS would 
like to thank Mick Palmer of Cosgrove 
Marina for allowing us to site the units on 
his grounds and for the co-operation of his 
staff during the delivery. Both units will be 
used to store equipment and materials, 
with the Portakabin also being made 
available for meetings and shelter during 
bad weather at work party meetings.  

Work has already commenced on 
preparing the units for their intended 
uses. Over time they will become a 
valuable asset to the Society and of 
particular use in the ongoing restoration 
works at Cosgrove. Further work on 
fitting out the units will continue over the 
coming weeks.

As you can see from the photos the 
delivery proved to be a very dramatic 
spectacle with the units raised from the 
transport lorries and placed into position 
impressively by a professional crane 
operator from the transport company.

Doug Pell
Trustee	and	Restoration	Manager

BCS News

© Doug Pell

© Doug Pell
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Former	Chairman	Mike	Freeman	Reflects	on	Summer’s	Issue

I just made myself sit down and read [Issue 90] at one sitting. Does not always happen. 
Brilliant. Not a sentence of padding. Almost no multiple mentions of the same topic. A 
positive read showing a smoothly running organisation. Glad it said ”What about the 
Buckingham Arm”. I could not have achieved much of this myself.

There are obviously many people playing important roles who all deserve credit. 
These include Athina, Jonathan and Terry. The newsletter also deserves a mention for 
presenting all the information in the best way possible.

Mike Freeman
Founder	and	Former	Chairman	of	BCS

Braunston	Historic	Narrowboat	Rally	Continues	to	Push	
the	Old	Boats	Out	(and	a	Donation	to	BCS	Too!)

Despite poor weather, a total of 67 historic narrowboats and some 7,000 visitors  attended 
the recent 14th Braunston Historic Narrowboat Rally, making it once again by far and 
away the largest rally of these narrowboats anywhere on the canals. 

And this is despite a growing number of similar events around the waterways – inspired 
no doubt by the success of Braunston Historic Narrowboat Rally - now going head-
to-head with it. As David Daines, owner of the 1935 Yarwoods Cyprus said, ‘Braunston 
remains the premier event, and it is the first we put in our diary every year.’  The Rally has 
come a long way since the first one in 2003, when 29 boats attended – which seemed a 
lot at the time.

© Tim Coghlan
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The Rally was opened by Les Etheridge, Chairman of the Inland Waterways Association, 
in recognition of this being the 70th anniversary of the founding of that Association in 
1946, which has done so much to save and preserve our inland waterways. 

Les Etheridge sportingly donned a traditional working boatman costume. With a little 
help from the Friends of Raymond, he helmed the Nutfield – 80 years old this July -  
towing its famous butty Raymond, from the Grand Union Canal into the marina. The 
Raymond was steered by Richard Parry, CEO of the Canal & River Trust, who had opened 
last year’s Rally. 

As Les Etheridge passed under the Marina’s famous 1834 Horseley Ironworks Bridge in 
the pouring rain, he declared the 2016 Braunston Historic Narrowboat Rally ‘Open!’ His 
acclamation was accompanied by the joyful sound of the church bells of Braunston, and  
celebratory music from Daventry Brass, which had retreated into the nearby beer tent, 
from where it continued to play.

After the parade, an 80th  birthday party was held on the for the Nutfield by the Friends 
of Raymond , for which a special cake in the form of the Nutfield in a lock had been made 
by former working boatwoman Alice Lapworth. This was formally cut by Les Etheridge.   

Shore-side attractions including a trade marquee, and also a number of outside exhibitors 
including a number of canal societies. 

There was also the now well established canal artists’ marquee, with a special exhibition 
of the life and works of the legendary Braunston canal boat painter Ron Hough, who died 
last year. Before the formal opening of the Rally, a commemorative plaque to Ron was 
unveiled by Les Etheridge in the presence of Ron’s wife Yvonne and daughter Angela. 

On the Sunday, there was also the presence of the new Canal Laureate Luke Kennard, who 
joined the Nutfield for the parade of boats. He will be writing a poem to commemorate 
the Nutfield’s 80th birthday on 22nd July.

Having been tipped off for the winner of the Nurser Award for the best historic 
narrowboat at the Rally - as voted on the Saturday by the boaters - Luke also visited that 
boat, the Hadley, owned by Peter Dumelow. Peter still actively trades on the canal as a 
coal and fuel boat and keeps his boat in very fine condition. Inspired by his visit, Luke 
laboured there and then on a sonnet in praise of the Hadley which he read following the 
presentation of the Nurser Award, which comprises a painted Buckby can, to be held for 
one year, and £250 of Midland Chandlers vouchers generously sponsored by them.  

Other entertainments included morris dancers and the famous beer tent, with music 
provided by a number of  groups.  

To manage the event at its present size, a number of changes have been made in recent 
years, including now having eleven volunteer harbour-masters to manage the moorings 
and parades. One of them, John Boswell, was a working boatman in his boyhood in the 
1950s, and knew some of these boats in their working days. The stewards have much 
reduced the good-humoured chaos traditionally associated with past parades. 
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The Canal & River Trust supported the Rally in many ways, including closing the visitor 
moorings in the parade route, and making them available for historic narrowboats. 

Tim Coghlan of Braunston Marina said, ‘For me what was most pleasing was the number 
of boats that came which had never been before, and the comments from so many 
owners  that it is events like the Braunston Historic Narrowboat Rally, which inspires them 
to restore and maintain their boats which are such an important living and moving part 
of our canal heritage. Each year I hear the same gratifying story, which makes organizing 
the Rally so worthwhile’.

All profits, which exceeded £6,000, were donated as usual, to canal causes. The main 
recipient was the Friends of Raymond which received £2,000 for their important 
restoration and maintenance of the Nutfield & Raymond. A number of other donations 
were made to canal societies attending the Rally, including £1,000 to The Friends of The 
National Waterways Museum, Stoke Bruerne, whose narrowboat Sculptor has recently 
undergone major restoration. It was seen in the parades with the Friends’ Chairman, 
David Blagrove enjoying coming aboard and taking a passenger role. [Buckingham 
Canal Society was also lucky enough to be in receipt of a donation of £200, shown above 
as Trustees Athina Beckett and Jonathan Brown are presented with the cheque by Tim 
Coghlan with Richard Parry in attendance].

The Braunston Historic Narrowboat Rally is sponsored by Braunston Marina and Towpath 
Talk, and is supported by the Canal & River Trust. Braunston Marina will be hosting the 
event again next year on the same last weekend in June – 24th & 25th.

Tim Coghlan
Braunston	Marina	Limited

© Tim Coghlan
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BCS GREAT OUSE RIVER TRIP
ON THE B & MK COMMUNITY BOAT

SATURDAY 8th OCTOBER 2016
A SCENIC 2½ HOUR TRIP ALONG THE

GREAT OUSE ABOARD THE JOHN BUNYAN
*ONLY £5! MEMBERS, FAMILY & FRIENDS WELCOME
Central Bedford • The Embankment • Wildlife • Local History

50 Seater Fully Heated & Comfortable Boat with Catering

Meet 10.15am at:
Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford, Beds, MK41 9DJ

*Kindly subsidised by one of our members, including refreshments
Thankyou also to Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

Registered Charity Number 1156662
Charitable Incorporated Organisation

For information and bookings, please contact Athina Beckett by 
tel: 01908 661217 or
email: athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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BCS ran a very successful 23rd annual Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair over the 
weekend of Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th July, with a Lock Ransom at Cosgrove Lock 
and a Craft Fair with cream teas and cakes in Cosgrove Village Hall. We were exceedingly 
lucky with the weather and a wonderfully sunny weekend was had.  In fact, people were 
looking for the shade, being that unused to such sunny times.

We also had the chance of 
some further publicity when 
BBC‘s Three Counties Radio 
and Radio Northampton 
decided to make our 
festival the treasure in their 
Treasure Quest programme 
on Saturday morning. I was 
asked to give an interview 
with Radio Northampton 
about the festival, as was 
Terry Cavender later in the 
day, creating extra exposure 
for the Society whilst 
hopefully generating extra 
footfall for the festival!

This year there were more than a dozen trade boats attending our festival, with our old 
favourites including the Cheese Boat, Fudge Boat and Aldgate alongside the popular 
restoration success stories that are the Raymond & Nutfield boats. Some new attendees, 
such as the Therapy Boat and the Herb Boat were also present. I would like to thank 
Geoff Wood for carrying out most of the administration work for the festival including 
the booking of all the boats and stalls.  

23rd Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair

© Athina Beckett

© Athina Beckett
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© Athina Beckett © Athina Beckett

© Terry Cavender
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The Craft Fair in the village hall also went very well, and a big thank you must go to Joan 
Shean who rounded up her family and friends to help serve the teas and cakes, making 
for a very successful weekend. Thanks must also go to all those who volunteered and 
helped us elsewhere throughout the festival. This includes the Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
staff who assisted us as well as manning their own tent over the weekend. CRT’s CEO 
Richard Parry, Waterway Manager Vicky Martin and Customer Operations Manager Lee 
King were present, alongside several other team members.

This year the music was again supplied by Phil Underwood and friends (opposite - bottom 
right) who played at both the canalside and the village hall, whilst also entertaining us 
on Saturday night as we had our usual fish and chip supper on the island by Cosgrove 
Lock. Musically speaking, Sunday had looked to be a little quiet, as Phil was booked at 
another venue. As luck would have it though, a couple of young buskers (opposite - 
bottom left) arrived and they played, sang and danced for us along the towpath, wearing 
traditional boatmen and women’s costumes. They proved to be so popular that we have 
invited them back next year!

Once again our Buckingham Canal Water beer was on sale. This year our brewers were 
Frog Island Brewery who are based in Northampton, and whilst not a beer drinker myself, 
I hear they were a great success with their canal side bar!

Altogether a very happy occasion was had by our members, friends and the public 
who donated very generously this year at the lockside and in the village hall, raising 
approximately £1,500  for the Society.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Terry Cavender
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Write an article for the magazine they said. Other members have written about the 
exciting stuff they do within BCS. Apparently it was my turn to contribute something. My 
function within the Society is book-keeping. How on earth do I make that interesting? 
Even if I could, would anyone bother to read it? So what should I write? The Cosgrove 
Canal Festival & Craft Fair was only a few days away and it was suggested that might 
provide some material. So, read on.

Each year we look for volunteers from within the Society’s membership and network of 
friends to help run the various stalls and generally assist with the organisation of the two 
day event, including setting up the day before and clearing away the day after. This is 
when arriving by narrowboat would have definite advantages, as after a busy day there 
would be a very short walk to a familiar bed.

Last year was my first festival, having only joined BCS late the previous year. I worked the 
lock gates as part of the Lock Ransom. Boats entered into the lock, courtesy of the efforts 
of the festival volunteers, and were encouraged to make a donation before exiting.

There was a lot more to operating the gates that than I expected, for someone who is not 
a boater and has had no previous experience of operating lock gates. It wasn’t so much 
the physical aspect of moving the heavy gates, as they are quite easy once they start 
moving, but the correct sequence of events, essential for preventing an accident. Part of 
the event planning ensured there were old hands on site to train and keep a close eye on 
the newbies like myself. I had to concentrate to remember which paddle to raise, in which 
order, and at what speed, flicking the safety latch at the right moment and keeping body 
parts away from the danger areas. After a few boats had gone through the lock I began 
to get the hang of it. It was actually quite good fun. That is until the rain started. Midway 
through the afternoon the heavens opened, just as a boat approached the lock. Duty 
called. My waterproof jacket kept my top half dry, but being an optimist I hadn’t packed 
my waterproof trousers. Hence I got very wet. Luckily the storm passed fairly quickly and 
the sun was soon raising spirits once again. Stood in the warm sunshine my trusty Rohan 
trousers were dry in ten minutes and everything went back to normal. Before long the 
event was over and I headed home, tired but happy.

This year there was a shortage of helpers for the tearoom, so with a keen interest in food 
I volunteered to help in there. Preparation started the day before. I left work early (early 
for me) on the Friday afternoon and did my usual food shop, adding a few extra items to 
the trolley. Once I got home it was out with the pans and on with the baking. After much 
grating of root ginger I ended up with four ginger cakes, all looking good enough to eat. 

After an early start and a fifty mile journey I was first to arrive in the kitchen, which had 
largely been set up the day before. Other stall-holders were setting up their wares in 
the main hall. I had brought some things with me to keep me occupied in case I got 
bored, but in the end I didn’t need them. A little while later the cavalry arrived and there 

The Life of a Newbie Festival Volunteer
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were then four of us in the kitchen, including someone who had done this many times 
before and who certainly knew what they were doing. This was Joan Shean, joined by 
her husband and grand-daughter. Hot water was the first order of the day. The urn for 
the hot drinks was easy to fathom, but it took a moment to find the switch to provide hot 
water for washing up. After that it was plain sailing, slicing up a wide variety of home-
made cakes, including my own offering of the ginger cakes, putting scones on plates and 
dishing up individual portions of cream and jam to go with them.

Ten o’clock soon arrived and so did the first paying customers, which was a bit of a 
surprise. I don’t think we were expecting anyone until mid-morning. Still, it gave us 
a chance to practice our customer service skills under pressure, before we were truly 
ready. After that things settled down, with a steady flow of customers matched with a 
steady flow of washing-up. Before we knew it the morning had passed and we took turns 
to grab a bite to eat  during one of the quieter spells. 

We had a couple of enquiries about lunches, but we had to politely explain that we 
were not geared-up for that. Perhaps next year we will think about sandwiches, as an 
alternative to cake. Or maybe baguettes. The baguette shop near my place of work 
always has long queues running outside at lunchtime, despite a plethora of other 
establishments nearby that are selling sandwiches. They must be doing something right! 
If anything though, I think it will be sandwiches only next year. The next problem will be 
to decide what fillings to choose. Ham and cheese are safe, but then you have to cater for 
the vegetarians and vegans. The baguette shop has multiple trays of assorted fillings to 
temp the jaded palette, with an almost endless combination of mix and match flavours. 
I’m not sure we can scale that down to something we can manage. Looks like it’s back to 
cheese and ham. If you have some tips or want to get involved, then please let us know.

Back to the village hall kitchen. The scones were becoming very popular. Thank goodness 
we had the little packs of jam and cream ready to go. We soon got into our stride and had 
a little production line going, with each of us specialising in a particular task in order to 
keep up with the demand and not get in each other’s way. It worked very well, so much 
so in fact that one customer thought we were all one family group! I suppose that was 
not far from the truth, although I had not met the others until that morning. 

The afternoon raced by and closing time was upon us before we knew it. All that was 
left was to tidy up and leave things ready for the next day. I felt a bit guilty having to run 
off at that point to attend to some BCS business before others left, but I did come back 
with someone who didn’t know where the Hall was and sold them an almost whole cake.

We then said our goodbye’s and left for home. Joan and her husband were coming back 
to do it all again the next day, with a couple of new helpers. I would be having a good 
night’s sleep, before returning to the BCS accounts, but you don’t want to hear about 
that. I think that’s where I started. See you next year, and don’t forget to submit your tips, 
or better still, offer up your services to help with the sandwiches!

Richard Dwight
Trustee	and	Treasurer
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...and	Also	Helps	to	Restore	Canals!

This article is about funding the restoration of the Buckingham Canal and includes 
some recent, and successful history of securing grants, as well as information on future 
strategies.

Much valuable work is done each week maintaining restored towpaths from the excesses 
of mother nature in our erratic summers. This includes cutting wild plants such as cow 
slip down to size, maintaining planted flora, creating new hedges and planting new 
shrubs. The work goes on, ably managed by Athina Beckett and her teams of volunteers.

And then there are the structures which require restoration. These necessitate a different 
approach and require more money than the society gains from its income. Step in the 
fundraisers. Several individuals have got involved in such things including Athina, Helen 
Preston, Terry Cavender, and more lately my good self who is a recent recruit to this 
specialist but necessary field. A hobby interest in creative writing can go a long way with  
filling in grant application forms.

Online databases are used to seek out potential funders and the society has been 
assisted by the SNVB (South Northamptonshire Volunteer Bureau), Community Action: 
MK, Heart of Bucks - Buckinghamshire Community Foundation and several others who 
also provide regular updates to available grants and conditions placed upon them. The 
Buckingham Canal Society actively reviews these details and considers any that are 
appropriate in discussion with the trustees.

Some applications are as simple as a couple of pages. Others can take a couple of man 
week’s effort to create a full application. In some cases previously created text can be 
used again and in other applications new prose and details are required.

A great friend to the society has been WREN. A bird you might first think? Not this time. 
WREN stands for Waste Recycling Environmental Limited. It is a not-for-profit business 
to which organisations may apply for funding. The Buckingham Canal Society has been 
successful in gaining funding from WREN on two occasions; namely the Bourton Meadow 
canal section that is now successfully restored, and the Buckingham Canal Nature 
Reserve section which is nearly complete. Another application has been submitted for 
the restoration of Bridge No.1 at Cosgrove. The society’s trustees wait patiently and hope 
for success on that bid also. These types of grants are for construction-based restoration 
projects.

The Aylesbury Vale Community Chest has helped the Society as has the Vale Lottery. 
Sadly the Community Chest programme ends this year so new funders will be required. 
Other grants in preparation are for funding to maintain support work which harmonises 
with the society’s strategy to grow and permit further restoration. Potential funders 
include philanthropic organisations and the administrators of the European Social Fund 

Money Makes the World Go Round...
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Our bric-a-brac stall is out and about 
throughout the year attending canal 
festivals and village events, raising 
funds for the Society. If anyone fancies 
a change of scene, we readily welcome 
new people to come along and give a 
helping hand in running the stall. It’s 
really good fun and you’ll also get the 
chance to attend a wide variety of 
canal  festivals and local events whilst 
helping to raise funds for the BCS to 
restore the Buckingham Canal. So why 
not come along and help us make a 
difference. You won’t regret it.

To try and tempt you, some of the 
festivals we have attended include: 
Buckingham Spring Fair in April; Family Festival Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in June; 
our own Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair in July; Linslade Canal Festival in July; The 
Festival of Water at Northampton in August; Village at War Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in 
September; Buckingham Christmas Fair in December. The Village at War event is always 
great fun, as you get the chance to dress up in 1940’s costume!

If	you	have	any	good	quality	bric-a-brac	that	you	would	like	to	donate,	or	would	
like	 to	give	us	a	hand	on	the	stall	 this	year,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	
details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Athina Beckett

(ESF) which also involves the Big Lottery Fund. There has been much talk of Europe in 
the media lately, including a new term in the social dictionary called ‘Brexit’. However, in 
the funding world we are all still part of Europe for now, and more importantly funding 
is ring-fenced for a few years to come. It would be a new development for the Society to 
get involved with the European Social Fund, but it is a viable funding source and so the 
trustees shall give it due consideration. A future article on funding will inform you of the 
direction the Society chooses to go.

So for funding applications - onwards and upwards!

Jim McIlroy
Trustee,	Grants	Manager	and	Archivist

Our Bric-a-Brac Stall Needs You
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We	are	very	grateful	for	the	continued	support	of	our	patrons:

•	 Rt.	Hon.	John	Bercow	MP •	 Lord	Boswell	of	Aynho

The	Wyvern	Shipping	Co	Ltd

Nikon	Optical	UK	Ltd

Taverners	Boat	Club

Braunston	Marina

Patrons, Partnerships and Funders

Corporate Members

Inland	Waterways	Association	
Northampton	Branch

We	have	formal	partnerships	with	the	following:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	District	Council	(AVDC)	
•	 Buckingham	Town	Council
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Canal	&	River	Trust	(CRT)
•	 Deanshanger	Parish	Council

•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)	
Corporate Member

•	 Northamptonshire	County	Council	(NCC)
•	 South	Northamptonshire	District	Council

We	are	very	grateful	for	the	financial	support	of	our	funders:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	Community	Chest	(AVCC)
•	 Buckinhgamshire	Community	

Foundation
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)

•	 Milton	Keynes	Heritage	Association	
(MKHA)

•	 Waste	Recycling	Environmental	Limited	
(WREN)

•	 Waterways	Recovery	Group	(WRG)

We	have	been	recognised	by	the	following:

•	 Cosgrove	Parish	Council
•	 Foscote	Parish	Meeting
•	 Maids	Moreton	Parish	Council

•	 Thornborough	Parish	Council
•	 Thornton	Parish	Meeting

Lionhearts	Cruising	Club
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Saturday 8th October
Bedford	&	Milton	Keynes	Waterway	

Trust
BCS	Boat	Trip	on	the	John	Bunyan
Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford, 

MK41 9DJ
Details: See page 14

Tuesday 11th October 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton	-	Talk:	TBA

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Friday 14th - Saturday 15th October
IWA	Milton	Keynes
Canal	Clean	Up

Details:
philip.strangeway@waterways.org.uk

Thursday 20th October 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes	-	Talk:		
‘Story	of	London’s	Docks’

Jeremy	Batch	
(former	Limehouse	Lock	Keeper)

Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, 
West Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 27th October 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Future Events  

We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:

John	Marshman
Newton Longville, Bucks

Robert	Curtis
Langley Upper Green, Essex

Sarah	Jeffreys
Steeple Claydon, Bucks

New Members 

BCS Craft Group
Our Craft Group has gone from strength to strength and continues to meet on the last 
Thursday of each month at my house in Pennyland, Milton Keynes. We are a very friendly 
group and would welcome other like minded people interested in learning or teaching 
new crafts, or to simply join us for a very pleasant and sociable evening and discuss the 
various crafts that interest you.

If	you	would	like	to	attend,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser
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October
Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

November
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th

December
Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th

January
Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th
Thursday 25th

February
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

March
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

April
Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

May
Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

Work Party Dates 2016/2017

June
Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th 

July
Sunday 9th

Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

August
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Thursday 24th 

September
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st

Tuesday 8th November 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton	-	Talk:	TBA

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 17th November 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes	&	

Leighton	Buzzard	Art	Society
Demonstration:		‘Painting	a	Waterway	

Scene’	-	Melanie	Cambridge	
Leighton Buzzard Day Centre, Duncombe 

Drive, Leighton Buzzard, Beds, LU7 1SD
Details:

www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 24th November 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Thursday 8th December 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes
Christmas	Social

Pre-booked	ticket	event	
Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, 

West Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU
Details:

www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Tuesday 13th December 8.00pm
IWA	Northampton	-	Talk:	TBA

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 29th December 7.30pm
BCS	-	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908-661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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Doug	Pell
Trustee and Restoration Manager
6 Chaucer Place, 
Eaton Ford, St Neots,
Cambs, PE19 7LN
07968 297347 
doug.pell@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Alan	Mynard
Trustee and 
Website Administrator

alan.mynard@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
Trustee, Secretary and  
Health & Safety Officer 
44 Winslow Road, Granborough, 
Bucks, MK18 3NQ 
07801 506411
anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim	McIlroy
Trustee, Grants Manager and 
Archivist
17 Brownfield Road, Yardley
Gobion, Northants, NN12 7TY
07801 862280
jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Contact the Committee

Jonathan	Brown	
Trustee and Equipment Manager
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 661217
07721 319404
jonathan.brown@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Richard	Dwight	
Trustee and Treasurer
34 Hazell Park, 
Amersham,
Bucks, HP7 9AB
01494 728611
richard.dwight@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett 
Trustee, Volunteer Leader and  
Work Party Organiser
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX
01908 661217 / 07721 319404
athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Terry	Cavender
Trustee and Executive Officer
7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, 
Bucks, MK18 5HL 
01280 860316
07976 629440 
terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Trustee
We are interested to hear from
people who would like to join us
as trustees.

David	O’Connor
Trustee and Minutes Secretary
31 Kippell Hill, 
Olney, 
Bucks, MK46 5ER
07521 852483
david.o’connor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you are 
eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular items 
from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU, our valued members, for your 
submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter 
and comments are most welcome!

Please submit all contributions for Issue 92 (Winter 2016) by the 1st November 2016 via 
email, CD, or typed/handwritten letter (in that order of preference) to:

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or 
Ian Matson, 63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0BH

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.
Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22

Other	Key	Contacts	:
Cosgrove	Festival	Team
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Dave	Humphreys
Chairman of Projects Subgroup
dave.humphreys@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Ian	Matson
Editor and Publicity & Communications Manager
63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, 
Surrey, KT16 0BH
07793 451958
ian.matson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jean	Beddard
Membership Secretary
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 674447
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Mark	Hunt
Support Worker
07950 735507
mark.hunt@buckinghamcanal.org.uk




