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Editorial
Welcome to the Spring 2016 edition of The Buckingham Navigator!

As I write this, Skylarks can be heard singing as they ascend and tumble 
over the fields, giving a sense, albeit premature, that Spring is on its way. 
My  thoughts then turn to our canal, and I wonder what wildlife riches 
Bourton Meadow will attract this year, now it’s holding water.

In more official news, the Committee has gained two new trustees, whilst 
unfortunately losing another. Alan Mynard has joined the Committee in 
his current capacity as Webmaster, alongside Doug Pell as Restoration 
Manager. Peter Watts has decided to leave due to personal commitments. We wish him 
all the best for the future. Mark Hunt has also joined us as the Society’s first employee 
as Support Worker, bringing with him a wealth of expertise in waterways and logistics.

Work is now well underway at Cosgrove, with various permissions granted to commence 
with work, including excavation of the first two bridges to assess their condition so we 
can decide how best to progress. At the time of writing this, extensive dredging is taking 
place, using heavy plant. Cosgrove will most certainly feature heavily in the next Issue.

Thank you to all the contributors. All photography in this issue is © Ian Matson unless 
otherwise stated. Cover photo copyright Athina Beckett. Why not drop me an email about 
what you enjoyed in this issue, and furthermore, why not contribute ideas or articles 
for future editions (see	page	27). Please visit our website at www.buckinghamcanal.
org.uk and while you are online, follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
BuckinghamCanalSociety and please Like us. Thank you.

Ian Matson 
Editor
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Restoration Site Update
Last year we were very fortunate in attracting teams of employees from several external 
organisations to come and join us for their Community Days. On Thursday 29th January 
we were joined by a team from a company new to BCS. Driver Hire is a transport 
and logistics recruitment agency and franchise network. Their team worked at our 
Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve site installing new bench seats, which replaced the 
old ones that had rotted away.

We also had Santander, now a 
regular contributor, join us on 
Thursday 4th June to work at 
Cosgrove. Thursday 2nd July saw 
a second Santander group work 
hard to repaint the lock gates at 
Cosgrove, just in time our annual 
canal festival which took place 
over the weekend of 11th-12th 
July. On the 30th we saw a return 
visit from Leighton Buzzard’s Vinci 
Technology Centre UK. The team of 
volunteers brought the numbers 
up to 19 who worked at Cosgrove, 
where we completed the task of 
clearing the western end of the Old 
Stratford Cut, close to the A5.

Later on in the Autumn we were expecting a large group of Explorer Scouts on Sunday 
25th October. Their Scout Leader, who had wanted to run a weekend event at the 
Quarries Scout headquarters, cancelled the Saturday whilst continuing with just the 
Sunday. Unfortunately the Scouts misread his email with most thinking the whole 
weekend had been cancelled, leaving us with just the Explorer Scout Leader and a single 
Explorer Scout by the name of Jessica Greasby. At first I was a little disappointed with 
the mix up, but Jessica proved herself by spending the time clearing the earth around 
Bridge Number 2 to discover what remains of it. She loved the canal work so much that 
an article about her visit appeared in most of the local and waterways press.

Finally, November saw a company called Mace make a return visit in addition to staff from 
Network Rail using their five volunteering days to work along side our own volunteers. 

Most promisingly, I have already received bookings for the coming year from two 
organisations new to BCS. Firstly, the MacIntyre Charity from Milton Keynes will have, at 
the time of going to press, sent their Green Genies on Monday 25th January. Secondly, 
Tearle and Carver - Chartered Accountants & Business Advisors from Buckingham, will 
join us for a team building day on Thursday 21st April.

© Santander
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Excavations	Reveal	the	Health	of	Bridge	No1	at	Cosgrove

Most of you will have already read the news in the previous issue that the MK Dons 
Football Club have bought the land either side of the Buckingham Canal at Cosgrove. An  
agreement has since been reached that allows us to take our excavator, affectionately 
known as Blue, across those farm fields and onto our work sites. This is excellent news  
and this should happen in the next few months or so. This also means that to the delight 
of our volunteers, we will no longer have to build the dams by hand, which was the only 
way to construct them throughout the last year!

The volunteers have been working hard on Bridge Number 1 (above) at Cosgrove, 
clearing away as much of the earth as possible without causing any problems for the 
farmer that uses the crossing. It would appear that a lot more of the original bridge is 
still in place, buried under the earth. The stone work that we uncovered appears to be 
in good condition too. If we can prove that at least fifty percent of the original bridge 
remains we may be eligible for a Heritage Lottery Fund grant to restore the bridge.

We have also been looking at the remains of Bridge Number 2 (below), again to see how 
much of the original structure is still there buried under mounds of earth.  With Blue on 
site this should make both bridge restoration tasks a much easier prospect.

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender © Terry Cavender © Terry Cavender
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On Sunday 13th December we were asked by Canal & River Trust (CRT) to carry out 
an extra task for them. This entailed filling in the pot holes in Lock Lane at Cosgrove.  
CRT supplied us with four tonnes of material, and on a very wet Sunday 12 volunteers 
undertook this important and very welcome task. We received a lot of thanks from the 
locals, and one man was so thrilled to see the repairs taking place that he gave us all a 
round of coffee!

Test trials to re-water the first pounds to the 
west of Bridge Number 1 at Cosgrove are still 
taking place to identify the locations of any 
leaks in the canal banks. We are working with 
CRT on this and a plan will be put in place to 
repair any section of the affected canal bank so 
that the section can be re-watered up to Bridge 
Number 2, hopefully sometime before the year 
is out. © Alan Mynard

© Alan Mynard

© Alan Hall © Alan Hall
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Volunteers	Return	to	Clear	Vegetation	at	Little	Hill	Farm...

Because our volunteers were needed for more 
urgent jobs elsewhere, it has been quite a while 
since any work took place at this site. From 
October however, the volunteers have been 
back strimming vegetation and removing trees 
and brambles that were blocking the towpath. 
For some of the volunteers this was the first time 
that they had worked at this site. This meant they 
were able to appreciate the work carried out in 
previous years which included the restoration 
work completed on the canal bridge along with a 
mile of vegetation cleared along the canal. Some 
of them walked along to the next site at Mount 
Mill Farm where the canal bed is still a complete 
jungle, which made them more appreciative of 
the efforts put in by our previous work parties.

We also had a site visit form John 
Highmore and Miriam Linforth 
from CRT who were very impressed 
by the volunteer’s efforts. I 
personally believe the visit went 
some way to helping us secure the 
2015 CRT VORA Award, details of 
which can be found in BCS News.

...Whilst	Regular	Maintenance	Continues	at	Hyde	Lane
Here, the main task this summer has been to keep the vegetation under control with 
volunteers strimming along the canal banks. The other news for our Hyde Lane site is 
that we have received another grant from Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd (WREN), 
this time to improve the towpath. Plans are underway this year to re-water part of this 
site by building dams at either end and filling the pound within to test the banks and 

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender
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subsequently carry out any repairs where necessary. Further work has been carried out to 
keep the site looking attractive whilst the aforementioned plans to improve the towpath 
and re-water this section of the canal are proposed for the Spring and Summer months.

Bourton	Meadow	Earns	High	Praise	from	the	Public

With Bourton Meadow now back in water 
again, the fact that it is still holding water has 
attracted much praise from the local residents, 
dog walkers and other visitors alike, with many 
positive comments on its appearance. They are 
so glad to see water back in the canal again and 
the massive improvement it has made to the 
area. The replacement aquatic plants made a real 
feature last autumn,  further enhancing the green 
corridor!

Our Buckingham Green Spaces Officer Lee Phillips 
has been helping us out by getting his men to 
trim the grass verges for us, whilst offering the 
assistance of the Community Payback Volunteers 
for any future work.

Last October our volunteers installed a concrete pipe chamber next to the River Great 
Ouse with a view to install a solar pump to extract water from the river at a later date. This 
is so that in the summer months the water level in the canal can be kept at its optimum 
height. We were assisted with this task by the site’s landowner Nick Hawes, who had 
trenching equipment on site for another job and was able to offer his assistance to install 
the pipe chamber with the help of his employees working alongside our volunteers.

©Fallarino Photo

Do	You	Dig	Canals?...We	Do!
Work	 parties	 are	 held	 every	 other	 Thursday	 and	 the	 second	
Sunday	of	each	month	and	are	always	friendly,	welcoming	and	
very	 rewarding.	 If	you	would	 like	 to	become	 involved,	please	
contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.	

In	 addition,	work	 party	 dates	 can	 be	 found	 on	 page	 25,	 and	
more	detailed	 information	can	be	 found	by	visiting	our	work	
parties	web	page	at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/work-parties/

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Terry Cavender
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BCS	Wins	CRT	Volunteer	Organisation	Recognition	Award

On Saturday 12th December I attended the annual Volunteer Get-Together event at 
Stoke Bruerne, which was organised by John Highmore from the Canal & River Trust 
(CRT). Against very strong competition I discovered that our Society had won the CRT 
South East Regions’ annual Volunteer Organisation Recognition Award (VORA).

The Award includes a shield which we now keep for one year, coupled with a certificate 
thanking us ‘for the time [our] team has given to the Canal & River Trust’ and is in 
recognition of  ‘[our] outstanding contribution to volunteering within the South East 
Waterways region, including our high output levels, ambitious restoration projects 
and a successful range of achievements within a Community Adoption Agreement at 
Cosgrove’. CRT will be sending out a press release to all waterways publications. Similarly, 
we will also be doing the same, as well as to the local press.

A big thank you must go to all of our volunteers who have worked at our sites throughout 
the last year. In addition, I feel the whole of BCS should be congratulated and share in my 
excitement that all of our efforts have been recognised by CRT. Without your efforts the 
restoration work on the canal could not have reached the stage it is at now, and therefor 
we would not have won the award this year.

WELL	DONE	EVERYBODY!

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

BCS News

© Athina Beckett © Athina Beckett



10			The Buckingham Navigator

An	Important	Statement	from	Terry	Cavender

At a meeting of the trustees on Thursday 28th January 2016 the following statement was 
agreed:

It is with some sadness that Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) report one of their volunteers 
and trustees was physically assaulted during a volunteer work party at Cosgrove on 
Sunday 24th Jan 2016 following verbal abuse upon several other volunteers. The trustees 
wish to assure all volunteers, members and supporters that they view this as totally 
unacceptable behaviour and unconditionally support the outcome of the current Police 
investigation. Due to that ongoing investigation by the Police no further comment can 
be made about the assault at this time.

In addition, allegations were erroneously made that the Society moved a boat. The boats 
involved were in fact moved by Cosgrove Marina who were working in partnership with 
BCS and Canal & River Trust (CRT) to dredge the section of canal.

The dredging work was undertaken in accordance with approval by CRT and was 
notified by Cosgrove Marina to relevant boat owners. All the necessary Health & Safety 
compliance, as well as the environmental requirements, were met. Silt testing took place 
prior to dredging and full consent of relevant parties, including Environment Agency 
permits and district council tree consent for the works undertaken was obtained.

These works which are a preliminary phase towards the restoration of Bridge No1 on 
the Buckingham Canal and the ultimate restoration of the Cosgrove section of the canal 
are fully in accordance with the BCS constitutional purpose of restoration and activities 
ancillary to achieve the restoration. Additional works in the area both to the east and 
west of the former Bridge No1 will be ongoing throughout the year including some tree 
felling which is necessary to allow the excavation of the former bridge. All necessary 
works will continue to be reviewed by CRT, and subject to approval by CRT, as part of the 
ongoing partnership between BCS, CRT and Cosgrove Marina.

Terry Cavender
Trustee	and	Executive	Officer

A	Smarter	Buckingham	Canal

We are looking for a volunteer to work with us on further informative signposts to be 
placed along the whole of the Buckingham Canal. This will include the use of QR codes 
on way markers that will link to various pages on our website, in order to help the public 
understand the heritage and natural history of the area that they are passing through 
as well as the restoration work being undertaken at their respective points. If you have a 
smartphone with a QR scanner, simply scan the QR code on the mock up way marker on 
the opposite page, and it will take you to our website.
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It’s	The	Walk	of	the	Town,	You	Know!

Following a grant we received last year 
from the Buckinghamshire County 
Council to improve signage and 
seating, the remainder of the route 
that leads the way to the restored 
canal section at Bourton Meadow 
has now had high quality hardwood 
signs installed throughout the central 
pathways of Buckingham Town.

We have been able to work with the Buckingham Town Council and Lee Stevens from The 
Green Spaces Partnership to add the relevant finger signs to those that they had already 
commissioned as part of their programme to refresh and replace older signage. This 
has meant a reduction in signpost 
clutter whilst ensuring the route from 
the town centre to the canal and 
the Ouse Valley Way is now clearly 
marked with signs that compliment 
the others. The Society would like 
to thank Lee Stevens of the Green 
Spaces team and the Buckingham 
Town Council for their partnership in 
this project.

© Terry Cavender

© Terry Cavender
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I’ll	Swan	Around	While	You	Go	Up	the	Creek

The peace and solitude of the Buckingham Canal at Bourton Meadow can reap many 
rewards, not just for the onlooker. It was the Christmas weekend, and local resident Gary 
Warden was out for stroll and caught this superb image of a Mute Swan, oblivious to 
everything, drifting along without a care in the world. A beautiful sight at any time!

And prior to that, September brought a request from Andreas Hohmann and his rowing 
partner to enable them to Kayak up the Arm. He kindly provided us with a birds eye 
view of the trip, a viewpoint that only a handful of people have ever had the chance to 
experience since it’s reopening.

These events only go on to highlight the many environmental, ecological and recreational 
benefits that the restoration of this important waterway and green corridor can bring. 
Now Bourton Meadow is holding water again, we can’t wait to see plethora of flora and 
fauna that the spring will bring!

Ian Matson
Editor

© Gary Warden

© Andreas Hohmann

© Andreas Hohmann



The Buckingham Navigator   13			

A Message from Rt. Hon. John Bercow MP
As one of the Patrons of the Buckingham Canal Society, I would 
like to once again pass my congratulations to the volunteers, 
members, supporters and trustees of the Buckingham Canal 
Society who continue to make progress with the restored 
waterway to Buckingham.

2015 saw the successful completion of the re-rewatering at 
Buckingham (below) as well as good progress with a number 
of enabling steps to restoration elsewhere along the canal 
route. This continues to show that restoration is a reality and 
that the Society’s ability to restore the original Buckingham 

Canal to its former glory for the benefit of residents, walkers and boaters is very real. I 
continue to look forward to seeing further progress throughout the coming year as the 
working relationship with various partners continues to provide mutual benefits in so 
many different ways.

John Bercow
The	Rt.	Hon.	John	Bercow,	MP	for	Buckingham,

Speaker	of	the	House	of	Commons

 

BCS Craft Group
Our Craft Group has gone from strength to strength and continues to meet on the last 
Thursday of each month at my house in Pennyland, Milton Keynes. We are a very friendly 
group and would welcome other like minded people interested in learning or teaching 
new crafts, or to simply join us for a very pleasant and sociable evening and discuss the 
various crafts that interest you.

If	you	would	like	to	attend,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser
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BUCKINGHAM CANAL SOCIETY
AGM + CHEESE & WINE SOCIAL EVENING

THE EVENTS OF THE EVENING WILL CONCLUDE 
WITH AN ILLUSTRATED TALK & PRESENTATION BY

TRUSTEES OF THE SOCIETY
‘The Buckingham Canal - Past, Present & Future’

Meeting at 7.15pm

Cheese, Wine and Light Refreshments Available

For more information, please contact Athina Beckett by 
tel: 01908 661217
email: athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Please visit our website: www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Charitable Incorporated Organisation
Registered Charity Number 1156662

SATURDAY 19th MARCH 2016
BUCKINGHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE,

CORNWALLS MEADOW, BUCKINGHAM, 
MK18 1RP
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Nomination Form 
 

Registered Charity 1156662 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

 
 
 
Nominations are invited from members of the Society for members to serve on the Executive 
Committee of the Buckingham Canal Society being a registered charity number 1156662 and a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation. This is to serve from the conclusion of the annual general 
meeting to be held on Saturday 19th March 2016 until the conclusion of the next annual general 
meeting. The executive committee must consist of no less than 3 trustees. 
 
Nominees may indicate their willingness to accept nomination in later ballots if they are 
unsuccessful in earlier ballots. 
 
 
 
Nominee 
 

 

Proposer 
 

 

Seconder 
 

 

Ballot 1 – 
Chairman 

Willing to accept nomination                             YES   /  NO 

Ballot 2 – 
Treasurer 

Willing to accept nomination                             YES   /  NO 

Ballot 3 – 
Secretary 

Willing to accept nomination                             YES   /  NO 

Ballot 4 –  
Trustee 

Willing to accept nomination                             YES   /  NO 

 
 
 
I agree if elected to act in the interests of the Buckingham Canal Society. 
 
 
Signature of nominee __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date   ____/____/____ 
 
 
Nominations should be returned to Anthony Smith-Roberts, 44 Winslow Road, Granborough, 
Bucks, MK18 3NQ by Saturday 5th March 2016. 
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Support BCS with the Vale Lottery

Buy	Vale	Lottery	Tickets	and	You	Could	Win	up	to	£20,000!

The Vale Lottery was launched a few weeks ago. It is an exciting weekly lottery that raises 
money for good causes. BCS has registered with the Vale Lottery as a beneficiary. Tickets 
are just £1 per week and 50% of that will come directly to BCS, provided you nominate 
us as your preferred charity.

Each ticket has a 1 in 50 chance of winning a prize, with a top prize of £20,000.Every 
ticket consists of 6 numbers and each of those is between 1 and 9. There is a draw every 
Saturday night when a 6 digit winning combination is picked. Match all 6 and you can 
win the jackpot! However, before you buy, please do not forget to select the Buckingham 
Canal Society as your preferred charity otherwise your money will be directed into a 
general charitable fund, which we do not benefit from. Good Luck!

To	play	and	support	BCS	you	will	need	to	visit	the	Vale	Lottery	website	to	register	
and	buy	tickets	at:	www.valelottery.co.uk.

Rob Oldham 
Trustee

 

 

“Your Project, our Passion” 

 

 
Thinking about a building project but are worried about 
costly legal, safety, programme and financial pitfalls? 
 
We are an independent and local Company providing 
practical advice for your building or civil engineering 
project. 
 
With over 25 year’s experience, we can advise on how 
you can avoid these issues and provide the project 
management support to give you peace of mind.  
 

For a free, no obligation chat about your project and how CPMS can help, contact: 
 
Stuart Cummins  C.Eng, MICE, RMaPS  
 
Mobile: 07806 614616 
Email: info@cumminspms.co.uk 
Website: www.cumminspms.co.uk 
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Last year, our third annual boat trip was held on Saturday 24th October, and as we had 
run the two previous trips out of Priory Marina in Bedford, I thought a different meeting 
point would make this trip more interesting. I therefore booked for us to meet the John 
Bunyan at Sovereigns Quay, also in Bedford. It was only after everything was booked that 
I realised that there could be a problem as there was no parking at Sovereign Quay which 
would mean that everyone would need to park in the multi storey car parks in central 
Bedford. Being a Saturday this could cause difficulties!

My thanks must go to Joan Shean and her family who offered to research the parking 
availability in Bedford on my behalf. They discovered the Bedford Park & Ride service at 
Elstow, which was serviced by a bus every 12 minutes. Most people decided to use the 
service, and I gather they thoroughly enjoyed the experience, particularly the slightly 
older generation who were able to use their bus passes!

Due in no small part to the above assistance from the Shean family, everybody turned up 
on time and this was particularly important with 46 people joining us on the boat plus 
two of our members who came this year to ‘crew’ on the boat.

For those who don’t know, the John Bunyan is the Bedford Community Boat run entirely 
by volunteers for the Bedford & Milton Keynes (B & MK) Waterway Trust. A special thanks 
must to  the crew, who on the day did a splendid job making sure everyone had a good 
time.

The two and a half hour cruise took in Cardington Lock and cruised back past the historic 
Town Bridge, Bedford Castle Mound and then through Town Lock.  This gave us plenty of 
time to meet and chat to old friends whilst enjoying the superbly delicious food prepared 
by Jonathan Brown, who got up at 6am to freshly prepare most of it! The weather was 
not bright and sunny as last year, but with two birthdays to celebrate, a bit of rain was 
soon forgotten!

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

BCS Great Ouse River Trip

© Tony Collins © Tony Collins
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Our bric-a-brac stall has been out and about throughout the last year attending canal 
festivals and village events, raising over £1,700 for the Society. Previous years have seen 
the stall raise over £2,000, but we were fighting against the weather in 2015. Over the 
August bank holiday at The Festival of Water in Beckets Park, Northampton, we had one 
fine day among two rainy days, which really impacted on our sales. However, we were 
still able to make a good profit for the Society, regardless of the poor weather!

If anyone fancies a change of scene, we readily welcome new people to come along and 
give a helping hand in running the stall. It’s really good fun and you’ll also get the chance 
to attend a wide variety of canal  festivals and local events whilst helping to raise funds 
for the BCS to restore the Buckingham Canal. So why not come along and help us make 
a difference. You won’t regret it.

To try and tempt you, some of the festivals we attended last year included:  Buckingham 
Spring Fair in April; Family Festival Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in June; our own Cosgrove 
Canal Festival & Craft Fair in July; Linslade Canal Festival in July; The Festival of Water 
at Northampton in August; Village at War Weekend at Stoke Bruerne in September; 
Buckingham Christmas Fair in December. The Village at War event is always great fun, as 
you get the chance to dress up in 1940’s costume!

If	you	have	any	good	quality	bric-a-brac	that	you	would	like	to	donate,	or	would	
like	to	give	us	a	hand	on	the	stall	 this	year,	please	contact	me	using	my	contact	
details	on	page	26.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

Our Bric-a-Brac Stall Needs You
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Mark	Hunt	Appointed	as	Our	First	Support	Worker

Mark Hunt has become the Buckingham Canal Society’s first 
ever employee. This has been mostly grant funded for his new 
role as Support Worker. As a barge owner, Mark has many years 
experience of life on the waterways, both in the UK and France. 
Professionally however, waterways have played a large part for 
him as a former practitioner in logistics, a business candidates 
trainer for the Crown Agents and a business developer for 
shipping and transport companies in the UK, European & 
worldwide logistics sector.

His role will be multi-functional to meet the needs of the charity 
in achieving its aim to restore the Buckingham Canal. Mark will work towards enabling 
seamless enjoyment of the canal for leisure and recreation for all ages and interests 
including walking, conservation, education, fishing, cycling, rowing and boating etc. His 
primary focus will include supporting fundraising; seeking additional volunteer workers 
for the Society’s canal restoration projects; supporting the Society’s sites with volunteers 
and teams on the Buckingham to Cosgrove canal work days. Additionally, Mark will assist 
the trustees with project administration in relation to funding and grant preparation. 
This will include support for the trustees with records and compliance to drive the 
Buckingham Canal restoration forward. 

And	now	a	word	or	two	and	a	call	to	arms	from	Mark	himself...

From	Hard	Hat	To	Mattock!

I did not envision my role as support worker to be championing the tools of mattocks 
and mobiles. However, in the last six months these have been the essential tools of the 
trade! My role is quite a varied and interesting one, and broadly covers three areas:

Team building for individuals and organisaTions

Alongside key trustees, I don my hi-vis jacket, grab my mattock and support the volunteer 
groups in restoring any of the four work sites between Buckingham and Cosgrove. My 
role here is to help support the growth of these groups whilst working with several 
external organisations connected with re-habilitation, re-skilling and team development 
across a wide section of commercial and non-commercial groups. 

raising our socieTy’s profile To share communiTy values alongside 
environmenTal benefiTs for leisure and naTure whilsT raising funds 
for resToraTion

Meet the Support Worker
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As with any project, the canal restoration project requires time, energy and funding. 
Developing the profile of the Society and its work has brought me to many interesting 
meetings with partners across the community. These invaluable relationships mean 
increased profile and opportunities for funding. Funds are required for the plant and 
equipment to restore the canal and to pay for specialist labour. Gates and bridges will 
be required as well as towpaths and bed-restructuring so that boaters and river sports 
people, fishermen, walkers, environmentalists and conservationists can enjoy the 
restored countryside amenity that we are working towards.

Over the past two months i have been talking to community groups, national charity 
organisations, universities, the Canal & River Trust (CRT), local media and business 
forums. The aim is to increase friends and members who are vital suppliers through the 
benefit of funding and to work with funding organisations to win grants. 

adminisTraTion and sysTems

As always, administration takes up valuable time in planning and managing the key 
activities of the support role. As one who prefers action rather than being back at the 
office, I am keen to prevent the tail wagging the dog on this one. So I am off to fetch my 
mattock!

Volunteers	Needed	to	Help	Restore	Cosgrove’s	Bridge	No1	

To this end I have organised work party days co-ordinated with G4S officers based at 
Milton Keynes. They will send trainees from their Secure Training Centre at Oakhill to 
join us at one of the four current BCS restoration sites to learn new skills and assist with 
renovation.

I am also promoting the advantages of volunteering with potential new corporate 
businesses local to Buckingham and Milton Keynes. This is based on our sites being ideal 
team building locations at healthy, safe and secure green spaces, which also have the 
following special advantages:

Conservation and Heritage; Community involvement; Marketing; Management and 
outdoor interaction

We are also keen to find a facility to accommodate us during the camps.

We	are	 always	 looking	 for	 new	volunteers,	 so	whether	 you	 are	 an	 individual	 or	
organisation	and	are	interested	in	joining	me	on	a	work	party	or	supporting	our	
efforts,	or	maybe	even	attend	our	summer	camp	in	July	and	August,	please	contact	
myself,	Mark	Hunt	using	my	contact	details	on	page	27.

Mark Hunt
Support	Worker
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Doug	Pell	Appointed	as	Trustee	and	Restoration	Manager

Doug has been a canal network user for nearly 40 years 
and now wants to contribute to its upkeep with some canal 
restoration work. To this end, he’s been actively involved with 
the Buckingham Canal Society and the Wendover Arm Trust for 
over two years, in addition to being an IWA member and been 
generally boat mad!

We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:

Andrew	Geasley
Bicester, Oxon

Andreas	Hohmann
Winslow, Bucks

Martin	Ledger
Stevenage, Herts

New Members 

Meet the Committee

Website	Administrator	Alan	Mynard	Appointed	as	Trustee

Alan is a computer science graduate, who is not only interested 
in the geeky stuff, but he also likes to get his hands dirty doing 
the practical things. He’s been interested in canals for as long as 
he can remember, but it was not until after his time at university 
that he started enjoying them to the full. Alan spends many 
summer holidays cruising around the UK network with his 
family, mostly in the Midlands and Black Country areas. 

Alan became involved with the Society about 15 years ago, 
helping out with the weekend work parties, and continues to 
do so to this day. He’s admittedly witnessed a lot of changes 

over that time! More recently, around five years ago, he was an integral part in the 
creation of the new BCS website for which he is now the administrator.
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We	are	very	grateful	for	the	continued	support	of	our	patrons:

•	 Rt.	Hon.	John	Bercow	MP •	 Lord	Boswell	of	Aynho

The	Wyvern	Shipping	Co	Ltd

Nikon	Optical	UK.	Ltd.

Taverners	Boat	Club

Braunston	Marina

Patrons, Partnerships and Funders

Corporate Members

Inland	Waterways	Association	
Northampton	Branch

We	have	formal	partnerships	with	the	following:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	District	Council	(AVDC)	
•	 Buckingham	Town	Council
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Canal	&	River	Trust	(CRT)
•	 Deanshanger	Parish	Council

•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)	
Corporate Member

•	 Northamptonshire	County	Council	(NCC)
•	 South	Northamptonshire	District	Council

We	are	very	grateful	for	the	financial	support	of	our	funders:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	Community	Chest	(AVCC)
•	 Buckinhgamshire	Community	

Foundation
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)

•	 Milton	Keynes	Heritage	Association	
(MKHA)

•	 Waste	Recycling	Environmental	Limited	
(WREN)

•	 Waterways	Recovery	Group	(WRG)

We	have	been	recognised	by	the	following:

•	 Cosgrove	Parish	Council
•	 Foscote	Parish	Meeting
•	 Maids	Moreton	Parish	Council

•	 Thornborough	Parish	Council
•	 Thornton	Parish	Meeting

Lionhearts	Cruising	Club
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Tuesday 8th March 8pm
IWA	Northampton

AGM	&	Talk:		‘By	the	Waters	of	
Braunston’	-	Tim	Coghlan

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Rd, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 17th March 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Talk:	‘At	Last	We	Head	for	Home’	-	
Karen	Holowka	&	Philip	Strangeway

Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, 
West Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 17th March 8pm
Friends	of	The	Canal	Museum

Talk:	‘The	Brays	and	Whitlocks	Book	-	
The	Last	Run’	-	Tim	Coghlan

Stoke Bruerne, Towcester, Northants, 
NN12 7SY

Details: 01604 862229
www.friendsofcanalmuseum.org.uk

Saturday 19th March 7.15pm
BCS	AGM	&	Social	Evening

Buckingham Community Centre, 
Cornwalls Meadow, Buckingham, Bucks,

MK18 1RP
Details: www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Thursday 31st March 7.30pm
BCS	–	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Tuesday 12th April 8pm
IWA	Northampton

Talk:		‘Waterway	Wonders’	-	
Richard	Thomas

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Rd, 
Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Friday 15th - Saturday 16th April
IWA	Milton	Keynes
Canal	Clean	Up

Meet: Fenny Stratford Lock. Details: 
philip.strangeway@waterways.org.uk

Thursday 21st April 7.30pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Talk:	‘Living	Aboard	and	the	RBOA’	-		
IWA	Trustee	Ivor	Caplan

Royal British Legion Hall, off Melrose Ave, 
West Bletchley, Bucks, MK3 6PU. Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 21st April 8pm
Friends	of	The	Canal	Museum
Talk:	‘Sister	Mary’	-	Lorna	York

Stoke Bruerne, Towcester, Northants, 
NN12 7SY. Details: 01604 862229

www.friendsofcanalmuseum.org.uk

Thursday 28th April 7.30pm
BCS	–	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Friday 29th – Monday 2nd May
IWA	Northampton	

Braunston	Boat	Gathering
Nurser’s Dock, Braunston Marina,

Grand Union Canal
Details: Tony Clarke 01327 857573

tony.clarke@waterways.org.uk

Future Events  
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Tuesday 10th May 8pm
IWA	Northampton	-	Talk:	‘Canals	

Through	the	Artist’s	Eye’	-	Tony	Conder
The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Rd, 

Blisworth, Northants, NN7 3DS
Details:

www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Thursday 26th May 7.30pm
BCS	–	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Saturday 18th – Sunday 19th June
Friends	of	The	Canal	Museum
Stoke	Bruerne	Family	Festival

Stoke Bruerne, Towcester, Northants, 
NN12 7SY. Details: 01604 862229

www.friendsofcanalmuseum.org.uk

Saturday 25th – Sunday 26th June
Braunston	&	Historic	Narrow	Boat	Rally	

&	Canal	Festival
Braunston Marina, Braunston,

Nr Daventry, Northants, NN11 7JH
Details: 01788 891373

www.braunstonmarina.co.uk

Thursday 30th June 7.30pm
BCS	–	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

 April
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st 

May
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th 

June
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 12th

Thursday 16th
Thursday 30th 

July
Sunday 10th

Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th

August
Thursday 11th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 25th 

September
Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Thursday 22nd

October
Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

November
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th

Work Party Dates 2016/2017

December
Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th

January
Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th
Thursday 25th

February
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

March
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd
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Doug	Pell
Trustee and Restoration Manager
6 Chaucer Place, 
Eaton Ford, St Neots,
Cambs, PE19 7LN
07968 297347 
doug.pell@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Alan	Mynard
Trustee and 
Website Administrator

alan.mynard@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
Trustee, Secretary and  
Health & Safety Officer 
44 Winslow Road, Granborough, 
Bucks, MK18 3NQ 
07801 506411
anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Rob	Oldham	
Trustee
Hunters End, Frogmore Lane,  
Long Crendon, 
Bucks, HP18 9DZ 
07720 265626
rob.oldham@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Contact the Committee

Jonathan	Brown	
Trustee and Equipment Manager
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 661217
07721 319404
jonathan.brown@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Richard	Dwight	
Trustee and Treasurer
34 Hazell Park, 
Amersham,
Bucks, HP7 9AB
01494 728611
richard.dwight@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett 
Trustee, Volunteer Leader and  
Work Party Organiser
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX
01908 661217 / 07721 319404
athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Terry	Cavender
Trustee and Executive Officer
7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, 
Bucks, MK18 5HL 
01280 860316
07976 629440 
terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Trustee
We are interested to hear from
people who would like to join us
as trustees.

Mike	Annan
Trustee and Chairman
4 Fulmar House, 37 Millward
Drive, Fenny Stratford,
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK2 2BX
07902 833956
mike.annan@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you are 
eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular items 
from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU, our valued members, for your 
submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter 
and comments are most welcome!

Please submit all contributions for Issue 90 (Summer 2016) by the 1st May 2016 via email, 
CD, or typed/handwritten letter (in that order of preference) to:

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or 
Ian Matson, 63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0BH

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.
Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22

Other	Key	Contacts	:
Cosgrove	Festival	Team
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Dave	Humphreys – Chairman of Projects Subgroup
dave.humphreys@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Ian	Matson – Editor and 
Publicity & Communications Manager
07793 451958 (Address under ‘Next Navigator’)
ian.matson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Illustrated	Talks	&	Presentations
talks@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jean	Beddard	– Membership Secretary
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK15 8AX 
01908 674447
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Jim	McIlroy	– Archivist
07801 862280
archivist@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Mark	Hunt – Support Worker
07950 735507
mark.hunt@buckinghamcanal.org.uk




