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Editorial
Welcome to the Winter 2014 edition of The Buckingham Navigator!

It’s been an interesting few months. I myself have managed to get back 
into employment, although this has impacted greatly on the free time I’ve 
had to attend Society events. Luckily, I’ve had more help than usual with 
the photographic content for this issue, with professional photographer 
Livia Fallarino contributing for the first time (including the cover photo), 
along with corporate volunteer Dave Burbridge too. Since the last 
issue, we’ve had a very productive time. The Cosgrove site revealed the 
condition of it’s bed to be more or less as expected. There’s an air of positivity for Bourton 
Meadow after discussions took place on how to move forward. In the meantime, at Hyde 
Lane we’re undertaking extensive work to the east of, and including, the lock chamber. 
Our festival legacy continues, with DHL matching Liz Turvey’s cake stall fund raising. We 
attended the Stoke Bruerne Village at War weekend and the Deanshanger Feast. Athina 
led the Heritage Open Days walk and we had a very successful and over subscribed Great 
Ouse River Trip. We’re continuing with the canal mapping survey and working on our first 
BCS app. Let’s not forget, our AGM is fast approaching too!

Thank you to all the contributors, and special thanks as always to Christina at Black 
Dog Design for her work to date with the layout and design. All photography 
in this issue is © Ian Matson unless otherwise stated. Why not drop me an email 
about what you enjoyed in this issue, and furthermore, why not contribute 
ideas or articles for future editions (see	 page	 26). Please visit our website at  
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk and while you are online, follow us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/BuckinghamCanalSociety and please Like us. Thank you.

Ian Matson 
Editor
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A	Big	Thank	You	to	Everyone!

As the year comes to an end I must thank all of you who have joined us on the work 
parties and for the amount of work achieved over the last year. Without the Sunday 
and Thursday volunteer groups, none of the restoration work could have taken place. It 
has also been an excellent year for external community groups joining us on the work 
parties. We have received more requests this year than ever before, therefore allowing 
us to carry out much more restoration work than would have otherwise been possible.

January to April saw pupils from Furze Down School joining us. Throughout the year we 
had four work groups from Home Retail Group, three from Santander and two from the 
Milton Keynes branch of Delico Ltd.

Restoration Site Update

This year saw three more organisations joining us for the first time, each making 
a single visit. These were Vinci Technology Centre UK from Leighton Buzzard, 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (who sent 39 people, making the group the largest to date) 
and Mace.

I have already received a request from a company who would like to join us on Thursday 
29th January, which is very brave of them to come out in the depths of winter. With this 
booking already in place, next year already looks very promising indeed.

© Santander
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Cosgrove’s	Canal	Bed	Revelations	are	as	Expected

Two bunds are now complete and the third is almost so, alongside the siphon system 
that is in place to re-water the first 500m of the canal.  The main reason for this work 
was to discover the condition of the canal bed and banks in that section beyond Bridge 
No1 at Cosgrove. Unfortunately it now appears that at a certain height along a stretch of 
the first section from the bridge to the first bund, the southern canal bank has slipped 
and water is seeping into the field adjacent to the canal. Therefore discussions are 
currently taking place with Canal & River Trust (CRT) as to the best method of restoring 
the canal bank and how we should progress with the re-watering of further sections of 
the Buckingham Arm at a later date.

Training sessions are now taking place with ‘Blue’, our excavator. If everything goes to 
plan, then by the end of this year we should have several fully trained excavator drivers.

Our	Work	is	Clear	for	All	to	See	at	Hyde	Lane

Work parties returned to the Buckingham Canal Nature Reserve by the end of July to 
continue the maintenance of this beautiful area. Plans are now in place to build dams 
next year to keep this site permanently in water, although before this can happen the re-
pointing work on the lock chamber must be completed. This is one of the many projects 
being undertaken by our volunteers down at the reserve at the present time.

© Fallarino Photography
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As this site forms part of the Ouse Valley Walk, which is a very popular route for walkers, 
the way we present the site to the public is extremely important. With this in mind, 
much time has been set aside to trim the hedgerow and remedy any problems with it by 
replacing broken stakes and binders. We have also worked hard to keep the towpath and 
canal bank strimmed to encourage and promote wild flower growth. Remedial work on 
the post & rail fences has also continued, including partial replacements and repainting.

© Fallarino Photography © Fallarino Photography

© Fallarino Photography © Fallarino Photography
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Volunteers have also been removing an excess of reeds that grow in the canal bed so that 
the water can now flow more freely to the east of the lock chamber. This has proved to 
be a very muddy undertaking, so my thanks goes to those of you who have volunteered 
to take on this task. Much of this work has now been completed and this section of the 
canal is noticeably improved as you can see in the accompanying images.

© Fallarino Photography

© Fallarino Photography© Dave Burbridge
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© Dave Burbridge

© Dave Burbridge

© Dave Burbridge

BEFORE...
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Positive	News	for	Bourton	Meadow

After the success we had last year in getting the first section of the canal in water at 
Bourton Meadow, it was discovered that the liner we had installed by our prime 
contractor was not holding water. Discussions are taking place and a different liner will 
hopefully be installed early in 2015. This will mean the removal of the Coir mats placed 
along the canal banks, but it is hoped that these can be re-used on site at a later date. 
It will be an extra task for our volunteers to undertake, but we are never short of work. 

Hopefully this very attractive section of canal will be back in water in the not too distant 
future, and we will finally benefit from seeing the surrounding flora and fauna flourish 
along this green corridor.

Our Thursday and Sunday volunteers are doing a sterling job, but new faces are always 
welcome. If you have some free time and would like to try your hand at any of the tasks 
described above then please do come and join us for the day.	There are always plenty of 
tasks to get involved with. I look forward hearing from you!

Do	You	Dig	Canals?...We	Do!

Work	 parties	 are	 held	 every	 other	 Thursday	 and	 the	 second	
Sunday	of	each	month	and	are	always	friendly,	welcoming	and	
very	 rewarding.	 If	you	would	 like	 to	become	 involved,	please	
contact	 myself,	 Athina	 Beckett,	 using	 my	 contact	 details	 on	
page	27.	

In	 addition,	work	 party	 dates	 can	 be	 found	 on	 page	 26,	 and	
more	detailed	 information	can	be	 found	by	visiting	our	work	
parties	web	page	at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/work-parties/

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser	

© Dave Burbridge

©Fallarino Photo

&	AFTER!
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Do	You
Dig	Canals?

...We	Do!
Thank	you	for	your	continuing	support.	Maybe	you	or	

someone	you	know	could	help	us	further?	Below	are	just	
some	of	the	things	we	do	that	you	can	get	involved	in.	

Please	get	in	contact	or	come	on	down	to	a	Society	event	
or	work	party	location	and	have	a	chat	with	one	of	our	

committee	members.
If you already are part of it, then we’d like to thank you and 

ask that you please show this to someone new so they can get 
involved as well.

Become	a...
Trustee

Journalist
Publicist

Editor
Plant Operator

Project Manager
Lengths-Person

Get	involved	in...
Conservation
Restoration

Local Heritage
Events Organising

Fundraising
Recruiting
Budgeting

Contribute	to...
Grant writing

Project Planning
Digging Canals

Re-pointing
Hedge Laying

Surveying
and many others!
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Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has a duty of care to its members, volunteers and 
the public to comply with the Health & Safety legislations in place. BCS operates work 
parties under terms of Insurance provided through the Inland Waterways Association 
(IWA). As a part of this arrangement, we work within many of the principles and methods 
of Waterways Recovery Group (WRG) as well as some specific Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
guidance.

All work party volunteers need to be aware of WRG’s Site Health & Safety video and  
their accompanying Volunteers’ Health & Safety Guide booklet, which was recently 
revised in 2013. We ask that you please take some time to review the WRG Health & 
Safety material on a regular basis, for your and your team’s safety and peace of mind. 
This is especially important when working on a site involving construction machinery 
(plant), as it is a requirement to confirm that you have reviewed this material within the 
12 months prior to the event.

We would also ask all those new volunteers who haven’t yet done so, to pre-read all of 
the WRG Health & Safety material before their first day on site. You will always be given 
a Health and Safety briefing at any work party, but pre-reading can speed things up. 
Please bear in mind that the WRG Health & Safety material is only an introduction to site 
safety, and does not remove the need for any volunteer to have a full briefing about a 
specific site or project.

To	view	the	video	and	booklet,	please	visit	our	WRG	Health	&	Safety	Video	web	
page	at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/wrg-health-safety-video/

Ian Matson 
Editor

Health & Safety Refresher

BCS News

IWA	Northampton	Annual	Dinner	Raffle	is	Success	for	BCS

IWA Northampton’s Annual Branch Dinner was held this year at The Heart of England Hotel 
in Weedon on 25th October. We all had a wonderful evening and the food was delicious. 
Each year a raffle is held whereby funds raised are donated to a local waterways charity 
by way of a vote. This year we attracted the most votes resulting in a £72.00 donation for 
BCS. The Society wishes to thank IWA Northampton for making this possible.

Athina Beckett  
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser	



12			The Buckingham Navigator

DHL	Delivers	the	Icing	on	the	Cake	for	BCS

The huge success of this summer’s Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair was given an extra 
boost this October. It turned out that a gratefully received charitable donation made to 
BCS by one our valued festival volunteers, Liz Turvey, was matched by her employers, the 
very well known global logistics and transport company, Deutsche Post DHL. Some of you 
will already know Liz as one of our members. She is the Head of Insurance Programmes 
for the UK and Ireland with Deutsche Post DHL, but still finds the time to volunteer her 
services to our Society. This year, as she does each year, Liz organised her homemade 
cake stall as part of the Society’s annual festival in July. This year was for the first time in 
the history of our festival that she was able to expand her stall and take advantage of the 
shelter of the all new Craft Fair venue at Cosgrove Village Hall. Liz spent the week prior to 
the event preparing her cakes. Amongst many others, there were the ever popular coffee 
cakes and cupcakes, alongside more experimental lavender & lemon drizzle cakes. They 
proved to make the weekend a huge triumph, as I’m sure all of you who attended will 
agree - they were delicious!

To top this, she raised £300 in sales from her stall for the Society. Also contributing to the 
fundraising were a selection of cakes donated by Puratos in Buckingham. Furthermore, 
Liz’s sister and mum, alongside Joan Shean and her family, also provided cakes and much 
valued support throughout the event. In particular, Joan’s family made an amazing Canal 
Boat Cake for their raffle, which to nobody’s surprise attracted lots of hopeful runners up 
and one grateful winner. For the first time, visitors could sit in comfort and chat whilst 
taking a hot or cold beverage with a choice from a wide choice of cakes and scones.

However, it didn’t end there. Toward the end of October, Liz revealed that she had also 
been successful in her Match It! application to the DHL UK Foundation. This proved to be 
the icing on the cake, in allowing her £300 raised at the festival to be matched, effectively 
doubling it to make £600! The Foundation is a charitable organisation encouraging 
fundraising and volunteering by all DHL employees in their local communities and offers 
a variety of charity programmes, encouraging them to get involved in those communities 
within which they live and work, in an effort to make a positive difference. Their Match It! 
programme encourages this even further by matching the money initially raised by the 
DHL employees, and then donating it directly to their chosen charities.

The success of the programme has seen £762,460 donated nationwide in 2013/2014, 
and BCS were extremely grateful to be one of their recipients. “On behalf of the other BCS 
Trustees and myself, I would like to thank Liz Turvey for her hard work at our festival”, said 
Athina Beckett. “I would also like to thank DHL for providing the extra funding for the 
canal society, which will be put to very good use for future restoration plans.”

For	 further	 information	 about	 the	 DHL	 UK	 Foundation,	 please	 visit		
www.dhlukfoundation.org.

Ian Matson
Editor
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Do	You	Have	an	App-e-tite	for	Restoration?

We are piloting a new concept for BCS. It’s called the BCS Restoration app and it’s 
powered by appypie.com.

The BCS app will enable US to keep YOU updated with regular push notifications of 
events, work parties and updates. It’s a new direction for the Society, and it’s a step 
forward into the technology of the future. 

Our thanks go to Esh and others for getting this up and running. If you have ideas to 
help us improve it and get it further adopted then please contact any of the trustees. 
Meanwhile please download it for your mobile device as soon as it becomes available.

For	the	most	up	to	date	status	on	the	app	for	various	popular	mobile	devices	please	
visit:	www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/bcs-restoration-app/.

Furthermore,	if	you	need	any	help	with	the	app	or	have	any	feedback	then	please	
contact	us	by	email:	BCSapp@buckinghamcanal.org.uk.

ANDROID WINDOWSAPPLE
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GUEST SPEAKER RICHARD PARRY CEO

‘Our Vision for the Future of the Canal Network and 
Restoration’

Meeting at 7.15pm

Cheese, Wine and Light Refreshments Available

SATURDAY 31st JANUARY 2015
BUCKINGHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE,

CORNWALLS MEADOW, BUCKINGHAM, 
MK18 1RP

For more information, please contact Athina Beckett by 
tel: 01908 661217
email: athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
Please visit our website: www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Registered
Charity 
Number
1072924
and
Charitable Incorporated Organisation
Registered Charity Number 1156662

BUCKINGHAM CANAL SOCIETY
AGM & SOCIAL EVENING
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The time is fast approaching yet again for our post christmas social event of the new year. 
The	23rd Buckingham	Canal	Society	Annual	General	Meeting	&	Social	Evening will 
take place at the Buckingham	Community	Centre,	Cornwalls	Meadow,	Buckingham,	
MK18	1RP	on	31st	January	2015	at 7.15pm.

This meeting will be a little different, as we will have the business of the former BCS 
Charity to address, as well as the new BCS Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO). A 
range of  refreshments will be available through the evening. To conclude, guest speaker 
Richard Parry (Canal & River Trust CEO) will give a talk entitled ‘Our Vision for the Future 
of the Canal Network and Restoration’.

The event is open for members and non members alike to attend, so please inform a 
friend or relative that you think will be interested in our work, or even in becoming a 
trustee. The evening is always an ideal opportunity to catch up with those you know, but 
maybe more importantly network with someone new over a glass of wine. If you are new 
to our AGMs, please make yourself known at the door, and you will be warmly welcomed 
within. Our event is always very popular, with plenty of discussion to be had. This year’s 
AGM promises to be one of, if not the most important yet, so please join us.

23rd BCS AGM & Social Evening

All interested parties are very welcome to attend, but only current members of the 
Buckingham Canal Society are entitled to vote. Nominations	 for	 the	 committee,	or	
matters	which	 you	wish	 to	 be	 placed	 before	 the	meeting,	 should	 be	 submitted	
to	 the	 Chairman,	 Mike	 Annan,	 by	 Saturday	 3rd	 January	 2015	 (details	 below). 
Nomination forms will be available from the BCS website and will also be sent to all 
members with the Agenda and Notice of Meeting separately from this newsletter. 
Copies of the minutes of the last AGM, details of nominations received, together with 
the Trustees report and Accounts will be available in advance from the BCS website, by 
application to the Chairman or at the meeting. For	any	AGM	matters,	please	contact	
Mike	Annan	by	email:	chairman@buckinghamcanal.org.uk,	by	tel:	01908	366291.	
Further	contact	details	can	be	found	on	page	27.

Ian Matson
Editor

© Richard Lewis
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BCS Craft Group
The group meets on the last Thursday of each month at my house in Pennyland, Milton 
Keynes and is proving to be very successful. We are a very friendly group and would 
welcome other like minded people interested in learning or teaching new crafts, or to 
simply join us for a very pleasant and sociable evening and discuss the various crafts that 
interest you.

Members have also been making items to sell at Christmas Fairs to raise money for the 
Society.

Please	contact	myself,	Athina	Beckett,	using	my	contact	details	on	page	27	if	you	
would	like	to	attend.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

BLACK DOG
DESIGN D

14 Cotton End, Buckingham  MK18 7RJ
01280 817773 
07889 299699
christina@blackdogdesign.uk.com
www.black-dog-design.co.uk

Fast, friendly and reliable design, typesetting and print management.
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Pitney Bowes provides technology solutions for small, mid-size and 
large firms that help them connect with customers to build loyalty 

and grow revenue. Pitney Bowes includes direct mail, transactional 
mail and call centre communications in its solution mix along with 

digital channel messaging for the Web, email and mobile applications. 
Pitney Bowes also helps many charities globally through the work of 

its employees including match funding, volunteer grants and other in 
kind support.

www.pb.com

Buckingham	Canal	Society	 (BCS)	 is	grateful	 for	the	continuing	support	of	Pitney	
Bowes	which	enables	us	to	keep	document	production	costs	to	a	minimum	in	order	
to	ensure	as	much	of	the	BCS	funds	as	possible	are	put	towards	restoration.

A rather interesting opportunity has been presented to BCS, and on behalf of Aylesbury 
Vale District Council (AVDC) and English Heritage, we would like to present this to our 
members.

AVDC are running a pilot project for English Heritage to ask volunteers to help survey the 
listed building stock of the District. It will be an external survey in most cases from the 
roadside and will look at the condition of the buildings, e.g. roof tiles, chimney stacks, 
rainwater goods etc and structures. Claire Pudney, who is from the Heritage Team at 
AVDC, is currently awaiting further information from English Heritage and then she will 
be arranging some half day training for volunteers to go through the survey.

Claire is particularly interested if any of the Buckingham Canal Society members would 
be interested in helping with the survey as the Vale has a rich heritage of listed buildings 
and structures associated with the Grand Union Canal which will need to be surveyed.

If	you	are	interested	in	helping,	please	could	you	let	Claire	know	so	that	she	can	
add	you	to	the	mailing	list	by	email:	cpudney@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Ian Matson
Editor

AVDC Buildings at Risk Survey
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The	following	article	is	reproduced	with	kind	permission	of	Canal	&	River	Trust:

Canal	 Restoration:	We	 All	 Have	 a	 Part	 to	 Play.	Why	 It’s	 a	
Good	Thing	and	How	Canal	&	River	Trust	Can	Help.
Increasing	 the	navigable	waterway	network	 for	 public	 benefit	 is	 not	 only	 a	 key	
charitable	purpose	but	also	a	powerful	way	to	demonstrate	Canal	&	River	Trust’s	
work	and	 the	benefits	waterways	bring	 to	millions,	 as	well	 as	a	way	of	growing	
support	for	our	cause.

Abandoned canals are a stark reminder of the threat to our navigable network. 
Restoration can contribute significantly to our strategic goals.

There are more than 90 potential restoration projects in England and Wales with just 
over 70 active societies or trusts campaigning for their restoration. Many of these groups 
have gained huge support, for example the Cotswold Canal Trust has more than 8,000 
members.

Canal & River Trust - Project Support
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The map shows the scale of the network. Canal & River Trust has a stake in 20 different 
projects, ranging from the near full ownership of the Montgomery and Grantham canals, 
to short sections of isolated canal like the 300m of the Shrewsbury Canal. Project 35 on 
the map is the Buckingham Arm.

Canal	&	River	Trust’s	core	principles	are:

•  Working very closely with the IWA and Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) on the shared 
ambition.

•  There is no pot of gold. While Canal & River Trust do have a small budget, this is focused 
on strategic support and progressing Canal & River Trust’s restoration projects.

•  Canal & River Trust’s support for non-Trust projects is defined as just that: support – 
not doing. Canal & River Trust will help with information, best practice, examples of 
briefs, comment on documents etc. With these three principles, Canal & River Trust’s 
commitment to growing the network will not detract from their core objective of 
managing and improving their navigable canals and rivers.

So	what	does	this	approach	mean	for	Canal	&	River	Trust?

Canal & River Trust Trustees recently agreed a set of principles confirming our commitment 
to restoration. Canal & River Trust has a long history of, and a lot of experience in, 
supporting and delivering restoration schemes. These principles acknowledge that we 
all have a role to play in growing the network; restoration helps Canal & River Trust make 
progress against the strategic priorities of all parties at the restoration work face.

At	a	local	waterway	level

•  Waterway	 partnerships set out visions for each of our waterways. Restoration 
schemes will feature as strategic priorities in these plans.

•  Waterway	management will provide support for restoration volunteers and where 
new connections to our navigable network are proposed.

•  Enterprise	managers will continue to be the main contact for individual groups, 
supporting the local waterway teams and providing continued development support, 
including funding advice.

Other central teams will be called upon to provide specific expertise and knowledge.

BCS	Comment:

It’s clear that Canal & River Trust are supportive in assisting with our local restoration project 
and have been working closely with us for a number of years in many ways. It is great to 
see some of this support now forming an important framework to standardise this across 
other restoration projects which in turn will help BCS overcome some of the restoration 
hurdles we are yet to cross. (Terry Cavender - Trustee and Programme Manager for Projects 
& Partnerships).
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The weekend of the 13th-14th September proved to be a very busy period for BCS as 
the Society covered three separate events. On Sunday 14th September we ran our usual 
monthly Sunday work party at Cosgrove whilst over the same weekend the bric-a-brac 
stall was promoting and raising funds for the Society at the Stoke Bruerne Village at War 
festival, raising over £200.

For several years now I have organised a canal walk as part of the nationwide Heritage 
Open Days weekend which unfortunately had coincided once more with the Village at 
War event. Once again I agreed to lead a walk along the Buckingham and Grand Union 
Canals, this year starting at Cosgrove Lock. This was so that the walkers would be able 
to appreciate the work that had been carried out by our volunteers on the Cosgrove 
section, with two pounds already in water.

Thirteen people joined me for the walk along with a photographer from the Buckingham 
Advertiser who took some great pictures which appeared in the newspaper two weeks 
later.

The walkers met me at Cosgrove Lock, and with the help of the interpretation board, I 
was able to give them a brief history of the canal. I then led them along the Buckingham 
Canal towpath to Bridge No1, where they were able to see the siphon system in place 
that allowed the re-watering of the first two pounds to become a reality. Further along 
the way we met up with the Sunday work party which gave the walkers a chance to talk 
to the volunteers and learn from them about the work they were doing and the Society’s 
future plans.

Heritage Walk and Village at War

© The Buckingham Advertiser
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Upon reaching the A5 end of the canal we turned left and crossed the footbridge over 
the A5 and continued through the new housing estate and into Old Stratford. Here I was 
able to point out some of the original features of the canal that are still in place such as 
the tunnel that runs under the Towcester Road. I was also able to point out that the lady 
who lives in the first house on the right has part of the tunnel in her garden and uses it 
as a garden shed!

From Old Stratford we continued down through the Stony Stratford Nature Reserve, 
stopping to allow a few of us to visit the birdwatching hide.  The journey continued 
through the Ouse Valley and there was just enough time to visit the replica lock near 
the Grand Union Canal’s Iron Trunk Aqueduct. We then walked under the canal through 
the horse tunnel and up the steps to view the Aqueduct just as a family of swans were 
passing by.  Finally we concluded our afternoon by walking back along the towpath to 
where we first met, at Cosgrove Lock, where I thanked everyone for joining me before 
said our goodbyes.

Again we had a very successful day and I had a perfect opportunity to promote the work 
of the Society and reach out to those who would not normally have known about the 
Buckingham Canal.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

 

 

“Your Project, our Passion” 

 

 
Thinking about a building project but are worried about 
costly legal, safety, programme and financial pitfalls? 
 
We are an independent and local Company providing 
practical advice for your building or civil engineering 
project. 
 
With over 25 year’s experience, we can advise on how 
you can avoid these issues and provide the project 
management support to give you peace of mind.  
 

For a free, no obligation chat about your project and how CPMS can help, contact: 
 
Stuart Cummins  C.Eng, MICE, RMaPS  
 
Mobile: 07806 614616 
Email: info@cumminspms.co.uk 
Website: www.cumminspms.co.uk 

 

 

 



22			The Buckingham Navigator

On Sunday 5th October our annual BCS Great Ouse River Trip took place aboard the 
Bedford & Milton Keynes (B & MK) Waterway Trust’s Bedford Community Boat, the John 
Bunyan. This was the second year we had organised a boat trip. Last year it was under 
booked, with only 23 people joining, but this year it was oversubscribed to such a degree, 
that I’ve had to create a waiting list for the next trip! So those of you who missed out this 
year will qualify as a priority booking for next year.

Originally we had planned to have the boat trip on the Saturday but were asked by B & 
MK to change it to the Sunday. This turned out to be a good decision for us as it poured 
down with rain on Saturday, with Sunday turning out to be a beautifully warm and sunny 
day.

BCS Great Ouse River Trip

With 45 people booked, we boarded the boat at Priory Marina in Bedford and travelled 
into the centre of the town, and I must say Bedford looked splendid by water with many 
lovely historic buildings and bridges to admire. Turning back further west at the railway 
bridge near to where the A5141 crosses, we travelled down the Great Ouse past the 
Embankment and on towards Cardington Lock, passing through it twice in order to 
return to Priory Marina, completing our journey after about three hours on the water.

© Athina Beckett

© Wendy Evans © Wendy Evans
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New Members
We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:

Janet	Davies
Helston, Cornwall

Jill	Stillman
Cosgrove

Geoffrey	Gordon 
Gillingham, Dorset

David	&	Jenny	Burbridge
Haversham

Richard	Dwight
Amersham

David	Camp
Milton Keynes

As well as being a very sociable outing for the Society it was also a very special day 
for Hillian, wife of our very own Health & Safety Officer, Anthony Smith-Roberts. It was 
her birthday and Anthony had booked the boat trip as a special day for Hillian and the 
family.  We arranged to have a birthday cake with candles for her and the rest of the party 
sang ‘happy birthday’ whilst she blew out the candles.

It also proved to be a very special day for other members of the Smith-Roberts family 
as grandson Archie and his two brothers were allowed to have a go at steering the boat 
with permission of the crew, all of whom are volunteers themselves.

We must not forget the ship’s cook and the wonderful selection of food he produced. 
Trustee Jonathan Brown had volunteered to prepare the food for the passengers and 
this meant staying up all Saturday night until 2am on Sunday cooking pastry cases etc 
and then getting up again at 7am to make the freshest sandwiches for everybody.

The whole point of the trip was to provide a social event for members and friends, which 
was why the cost was kept very low at £6 per person. We did however, manage to make 
a small profit £100 for the Society, which will be put to good use.

Like everybody else, I thoroughly enjoyed the boat trip and look forward to next year’s.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

© Athina Beckett © Athina Beckett
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We	are	very	grateful	for	the	continued	support	of	our	patrons:

• Rt. Hon. John Bercow MP • Lord Boswell of Aynho

The	Wyvern	Shipping	Co	Ltd

Nikon	Optical	UK.	Ltd.

Taverners	Boat	ClubBraunston	Marina

Patrons, Partnerships and Funders

Corporate Members

Inland	Waterways	Association	
Northampton	Branch

We	have	formal	partnerships	with	the	following:

• Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) 
• Buckingham Town Council
• Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC)
• Canal & River Trust (CRT)

• Inland Waterways Association (IWA) 
Corporate Member

• South Northants District Council

We	are	very	grateful	for	the	financial	support	of	our	funders:

• Aylesbury Vale Community Chest 
(AVCC)

• Buckinhgamshire Community 
Foundation

• Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC)
• Inland Waterways Association (IWA)

• Milton Keynes Heritage Association 
(MKHA)

• Waste Recycling Environmental Limited 
(WREN)

• Waterways Recovery Group (WRG)

We	have	been	recognised	by	the	following:

• Cosgrove Parish Council
• Deanshanger Parish Council
• Foscote Parish Meeting

• Maids Moreton Parish Council
• Thornborough Parish Council
• Thornton Parish Meeting
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Sunday 13th January 8pm
IWA	Northampton

Talk:	The	River	Lee	-	Luton	to	Leyton	
Richard	Thomas

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Monday 26th January 8.00pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Talk:	The	Jubilee	River	Pageant
Kathryn	Dodington

MK Village Pavilion, Worelle Avenue,
Middleton, Milton Keynes, MK10 9AD

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 29th January 7.30pm
BCS	–	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Saturday 31st January 7.15pm
BCS	AGM	&	Social	Evening

Buckingham Community Centre, 
Cornwalls Meadow, Buckingham,

MK18 1RP
Details: www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Tuesday 10th February 8pm
IWA	Northampton

Talk:	The	Restoration	of	Wooden	Canal	
Boats,	Peter	Boyce

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Monday 23rd February 8pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Branch	AGM	&	Talk:	Canal	&	River	Trust	
in	Operation,	John	Dodwell

MK Village Pavilion, Worelle Avenue,
Middleton, Milton Keynes, MK10 9AD

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 26th February7.30pm
BCS	–	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Tuesday 10th March 8pm
IWA	Northampton	–	Talk:	TBA

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Details: 
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Monday 23rd March 8pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Talk:	Waterways	and	Wildlife
John	Pomfret

MK Village Pavilion, Worelle Avenue,
Middleton, Milton Keynes, MK10 9AD

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 26th March 7.30pm
BCS	–	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Future Events  
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January
Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th

February
Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

March
Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

April
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

May
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st

June
Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

July
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 12th

Thursday 16th
Thursday 30th

August
Sunday 9th

Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th 

Work Party Dates 2015

September
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Thursday 24th

October
Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Thursday 22nd

November
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

December
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th
Thursday 31st

Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you are 
eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular items 
from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU, our valued members, for your 
submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter 
and comments are most welcome!

Please submit all contributions for Issue 87 (Spring 2015) by the 1st February 2015 via 
email, CD, or typed/handwritten letter (in that order of preference) to:

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or 
Ian Matson, 63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0BH

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.
Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22
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Vasanthi	Wilmes 
Trustee and Treasurer
22D Towan Avenue,  
Fishermead, 
Milton Keynes MK6 2DP 
07466 355638
treasurer@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

	Terry	Cavender
Trustee and Programme Manager  
for Projects & Partnerships
7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, 
Buckinghamshire MK18 5HL 
01280 860316 / 07976 629440 
terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jonathan	Brown	
Trustee and Equipment Manager
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes  MK15 8AX 
01908 661217
07721 319404
jonathan.brown@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
Trustee, Secretary and  
Health & Safety Officer 
44 Winslow Road, Granborough, 
Buckinghamshire MK18 3NQ 
07801 506411
anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Rob	Oldham	
Trustee
Hunters End, Frogmore Lane,  
Long Crendon, 
Buckinghamshire HP18 9DZ 
07720 265626
rob.oldham@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett 
Trustee, Volunteer Leader and  
Work Party Organiser
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX
01908 661217 / 07721 319404
athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Contact the Committee

Jean	Beddard	– Membership Secretary
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX 
01908 674447 
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim	McIlroy	– Archivist
07801 862280  
archivist@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Don	Allison – Charities Commission Officer
don.allison@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Ian	Matson – Editor and Publicity 
& Communications Manager
63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, 
Surrey KT16 0BH
07793 451958
ian.matson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Alan	Mynard – Website
webmaster@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Cosgrove	Festival	Team
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Other	Key	Roles

Stuart	Cummins	
Trustee
11 Russet Road, Ardley, Bicester, 
Oxfordshire  OX27 7PL 
01869 346530
07806 614616
stuart.cummins@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Mike	Annan
Trustee and Chairman
4 Fulmar House, 37 Millward
Drive, Fenny Stratford,
Milton Keynes, MK2 2BX
07902 833956
mike.annan@buckinghamcanal.org.uk




