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Our part-time course leading to an LLB (Hons) offers a unique blend of 
comprehensive material for home study with the added benefit of first
class teaching, by experienced University academics.

• Attendance one evening each week for 4 years
• Inclusive fee covers all study materials and textbooks
• Student loans available for part-time study
• Small group teaching with personal attention and support
• Networking opportunities with graduates and local employers

Improve your
career prospects
Study for a part-time Law degree this autumn 
– enrol now for an October start

Top in the National Student Survey 6 years running (2006-2011)

Contact Margaret for further information
T: 01280 828289  E: margaret.darrell@buckingham.ac.uk

W: www.buckingham.ac.uk/law
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Supporting restoration of the Buckingham Canal 
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Wide range of groundworks undertaken including: 
 

Drainage 
Concrete Works 

Foundations 
Earthworks 

 

Landscaping 
Formwork 

General Building Services 
Traffic Management 

FIELDVIEW FARM, BLETCHLEY RD 
THORNBOROUGH, BUCKS, MK18 2DZ 

OFFICE TEL /FAX  01280 815651 
MOBILE NO 07949 671493 

Please	re-use	this	publication	which	 incorporates	a	variety	of	 information	about	
some	of	our	activities,	to	promote	the	work	of	the	Buckingham	Canal	Society	to	a	
friend	/	neighbour	/	colleague	/	relative	or	other	interested	people.
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Editorial
Welcome to the Autumn 2014 edition of The Buckingham Navigator!

We’re going to Buckingham!...Are you joining us? Re-watering is well 
underway, albeit at the testing stage. Around 500 metres of the canal 
is now in water at Cosgrove. It’s been a productive summer with record 
numbers of corporate volunteer teams joining us on the big dig too, 
and when it’s just us, we’ve returned to the nature reserve to continue 
with essential maintenance. Our festival & craft fair was well received, 
despite the most bizarre thunderstorms threatening to wash it out. The 
village hall in particular proved very popular as many new local traders attended for the 
first time. As a Society, we’re navigating our way into uncharted territory, and there may 
be no light yet at the end of the tunnel, but with the growing support of our expanding 
team of volunteers, members and partners, Buckingham and Cosgrove are closer than 
you think! 

Thank you to all the contributors, and special thanks as always to Christina at Black 
Dog Design for her work to date with the layout and design. This issue however, has 
seen me step into Christina’s shoes, and take on the complete design process, with her 
guidance.  All photography in this issue is © Ian Matson unless otherwise stated. Why 
not drop me an email about what you enjoyed in this issue, and furthermore, why not 
contribute ideas or articles for future editions (see	page	26). Please visit our website at  
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk and while you are online, follow us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/BuckinghamCanalSociety and please Like us. Thank you.

Ian Matson 
Editor
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We’re	Going	to	Buckingham!...Are	You	Joining	Us?

Most of the work in this quarter has been carried out at Cosgrove, and those of you who 
attended our festival, which was held over the weekend of 19th - 20th July, may have 
walked down the Buckingham Arm and would have seen the progress that has been 
made. Two bunds have now been completed and a third one started. The credit for this 
work must go to our volunteers and the corporate work parties who have joined us this 
year. A record number of these external groups have attended on corporate work party 
days, with several new companies sending teams to us for the first time.

Restoration Site Update

Work on the Cosgrove section drew work groups from regular visitors Santander on 
Thursday 26th June, and Home Retail Group on Thursday 10th July. Thursday 7th August 
saw a group from first timers Vinci Technology Centre UK, based in Leighton Buzzard, 
join us for the first time alongside DeliCo who made their first return visit since February.

© Home Retail Group © Home Retail Group
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Much more work needs to be carried out at Cosgrove and our Project Manager Terry 
Cavender hopes that our excavator ‘Blue’ will be on site in the not too distant future to 

carry out more of the excavation work.

The siphon system that we installed back in mid May through Bridge No1, which brings 
water from the remainder canal into the once dry section, is working well and the water 
is flowing nicely from the first pound through into the second pound.  The site is being 
monitored and on a regular basis, with water level, flow and seepage being checked by 
several of our volunteers. Before the festival the area around the siphon was strimmed 
allowing visitors to the event a much clearer view of the canal in water. It’s been a long 
time in the making, but to have the first 500 metres of the formerly dry Old Stratford Cut 
back in water must now be inspiring to all who walk it’s towpath. The potential for what 
the Society can accomplish, and for the canal to evolve into something reflecting it’s 
former glory, must surely beat staring at a dry canal bed every day.

© Home Retail Group

© Kevin Davis © Kevin Davis

© Terry Cavender
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A	Lush	and	Vibrant	Hyde	Lane	Beckons	the	Volunteers

In the meantime our regular work parties have returned to the Buckingham Canal Nature 
Reserve site at Hyde Lane to carry out some maintenance work there.  A small group led 
by our Equipment Manager Jonathan Brown has been keeping the vegetation under 
control, but more work is now needed to keep this site looking at it’s best for the public 
that walk along the Ouse Valley Way, of which the reserve forms a beautiful part.

The fence posts east of the lock, which were rotten, have been replaced. The grass has 
been strimmed along the towpath, the hedges trimmed back and a considerable amount 
of weeding has taken place. Reeds were removed from the canal bed last year but these 
have regrown, so once again we have a very muddy task for some of our volunteers who 
enjoy this type of work.

Having spent most of the year at Cosgrove working on the bunds, the work at the nature 
reserve site gives our volunteers a chance to try their hand at a wider variety of different 
tasks. The newer volunteers therefore also get the chance to work on a different site.
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We	are	always	looking	to	expand	our	volunteer	team,	so	if	you	have	been	thinking	
about	it	but	would	like	to	know	more,	then	please	contact		myself,	Athina	Beckett,	
using	my	contact	details	on	page	27.

There are always plenty of tasks to get involved with. I look forward hearing from you!

Athina Beckett  
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser 

Do	You	Dig	Canals?...We	Do!

Work	parties	are	held	every	other	Thursday	and	the	second	Sunday	of	each	month	
and	 are	 always	 friendly,	 welcoming	 and	 very	 rewarding.	 If	 you	 would	 like	 to	
become	involved,	work	party	dates	can	be	found	on	page	26,	and	more	detailed	
information	can	be	found	by	visiting	our	work	parties	web	page	at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/work-parties/
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Do	You
Dig	Canals?

...We	Do!
Thank	you	for	your	continuing	support.	Maybe	you	or	

someone	you	know	could	help	us	further?	Below	are	just	
some	of	the	things	we	do	that	you	can	get	involved	in.	

Please	get	in	contact	or	come	on	down	to	a	Society	event	
or	work	party	location	and	have	a	chat	with	one	of	our	

committee	members.
If you already are part of it, then we’d like to thank you and 

ask that you please show this to someone new so they can get 
involved as well.

Become	a...
Trustee

Journalist
Publicist

Editor
Plant Operator

Project Manager
Lengths-Person

Get	involved	in...
Conservation
Restoration

Local Heritage
Events Organising

Fundraising
Recruiting
Budgeting

Contribute	to...
Grant writing

Project Planning
Digging Canals

Re-pointing
Hedge Laying

Surveying
and many others!
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Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has a duty of care to its members, volunteers and 
the public to comply with the Health & Safety legislations in place. BCS operates work 
parties under terms of Insurance provided through the Inland Waterways Association 
(IWA). As a part of this arrangement, we work within many of the principles and methods 
of Waterways Recovery Group (WRG) as well as some specific Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
guidance.

All work party volunteers need to be aware of WRG’s Site Health & Safety video and  
their accompanying Volunteers’ Health & Safety Guide booklet, which was recently 
revised in 2013. We ask that you please take some time to review the WRG Health & 
Safety material on a regular basis, for your and your team’s safety and peace of mind. 
This is especially important when working on a site involving construction machinery 
(plant), as it is a requirement to confirm that you have reviewed this material within the 
12 months prior to the event.

We would also ask all those new volunteers who haven’t yet done so, to pre-read all of 
the WRG Health & Safety material before their first day on site. You will always be given 
a Health and Safety briefing at any work party, but pre-reading can speed things up. 
Please bear in mind that the WRG Health & Safety material is only an introduction to site 
safety, and does not remove the need for any volunteer to have a full briefing about a 
specific site or project.

To	view	the	video	and	booklet,	please	visit	our	WRG	Health	&	Safety	Video	web	
page	at:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/wrg-health-safety-video/

Ian Matson  
Editor

Health & Safety Refresher

BLACK DOG
DESIGN D

14 Cotton End, Buckingham  MK18 7RJ
01280 817773 
07889 299699
christina@blackdogdesign.uk.com
www.black-dog-design.co.uk

Fast, friendly and reliable design, typesetting and print management.



10			The Buckingham Navigator

BCS News

Santander	Donate	Time	&	Money	on	their	Community	Day

As you will have read earlier, Santander sent out a group of 12 volunteers to join us at 
Cosgrove on Thursday 26th June for a spot of bund building. “I’m sure that I can speak 
for the whole group when I say that we had a thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding day,” 
said Tanya Lambert. “I hope we will be able to join another one of your working parties 
sometime in the future.”  Santander also presented the Society with a cheque for £250 for 
the privilege, which was gratefully accepted!

BCS/IWA	MK	Stall	Draws	Crowds	at	Linslade	Canal	Festival

The BCS/IWA Milton Keynes stall had a very successful day at the Linslade Canal Festival 
this year. Unusually, this year the stall had more helpers than usual, with Athina, Jonathan, 
Phillip Strangeway, myself and two IWA volunteers in attendance. Our games and bric-a-
brac sales raised a total of £186. Our thanks go to James Griffin at The Wyvern Shipping 
Co Ltd for generously paying the stall fee, ensuring all monies raised will go in full to the 
Society. All in all we had a fun and extremely busy day, and with the weather on our side, 
we attracted a lot of people with an interest in our work.

© Santander UK
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Ian Matson
Editor

Don’t	We	Do	Anything	Other	Than	Dig	These	Days?

Well obviously the answer is yes. Looking back over the year so far, it has been pretty 
focused on the physical work, but in the background many other activities are underway, 
ranging from Athina’s monthly Craft Group through to the work within the Project 
Management Team.

The latter of the two had a day out along the canal on Monday 11th August and we 
walked from Bourton Meadow through to Hyde Lane. “So what?” I hear you say. The group 
are tasked with taking the approved projects and turning them into a set of documents 
ready to ‘take off the shelf’ and execute when the opportunity arises.

The initial direction is agreed by the Executive Committee (which is a posh word 
for the meeting of the trustees). Once a project is approved for planning, the Project 
Management Team take the next steps. This is a way to share the dreaming, thinking, 
paperwork, design and general work that goes into getting the next part of the 
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“Your Project, our Passion” 

 

 
Thinking about a building project but are worried about 
costly legal, safety, programme and financial pitfalls? 
 
We are an independent and local Company providing 
practical advice for your building or civil engineering 
project. 
 
With over 25 year’s experience, we can advise on how 
you can avoid these issues and provide the project 
management support to give you peace of mind.  
 

For a free, no obligation chat about your project and how CPMS can help, contact: 
 
Stuart Cummins  C.Eng, MICE, RMaPS  
 
Mobile: 07806 614616 
Email: info@cumminspms.co.uk 
Website: www.cumminspms.co.uk 

 

 

 

restoration programme prepared.

For those that want more detail, we are using a variant of PRINCE2 (PRojects IN Controlled 
Environments) as this aligns with the project management techniques used by many of 
our partners such as the Environment Agency (EA), Canal & River Trust (CRT), County 
Councils and others. This means we initially create a project brief and this gets fleshed 
out to become a project initiation document once the brief is approved by the Executive 
Committee.

So why the walk? New recruit Dave Humphries has recently joined the team, and he will 
be able to help us organise all of the data and knowledge we have into a set of ‘layers’ so 
that we can reference the information from the project documents. This will include land 
ownership details, old maps detailing the canal’s original route, current maps, culverts, 
underground utility services, overhead power lines etc.

We will be walking each section of the canal over the coming months to help Dave and 
the rest of the team put the information into usable context.

If	you	would	like	to	join	our	team	for	a	forthcoming	walk	or	become	involved	in	
the	associated	project	work	then	please	contact	myself,	Terry	Cavender,	using	my	
contact	details	on	page	27.

So the answer is yes, we undertake a LOT of work, other than just digging.

Terry Cavender
Trustee	and	Programme	Manager	for	Projects	&	Partnerships
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BCS Craft Group
The group meets on the last Thursday of each month at my house in Pennyland, Milton 
Keynes and is proving to be very successful. We are a very friendly group and would 
welcome other like minded people interested in learning or teaching new crafts, or to 
simply join us for a very pleasant and sociable evening and discuss the various crafts 
that interest you. Please	contact	myself,	Athina	Beckett,	using	my	contact	details	on	
page	27	if	you	would	like	to	attend.

Athina Beckett
Trustee,	Volunteer	Leader	and	Work	Party	Organiser

Pitney Bowes provides technology solutions for small, mid-size and 
large firms that help them connect with customers to build loyalty 

and grow revenue. Pitney Bowes includes direct mail, transactional 
mail and call centre communications in its solution mix along with 

digital channel messaging for the Web, email and mobile applications. 
Pitney Bowes also helps many charities globally through the work of 

its employees including match funding, volunteer grants and other in 
kind support.

www.pb.com

Buckingham	Canal	Society	 (BCS)	 is	grateful	 for	the	continuing	support	of	Pitney	
Bowes	which	enables	us	to	keep	document	production	costs	to	a	minimum	in	order	
to	ensure	as	much	of	the	BCS	funds	as	possible	are	put	towards	restoration.
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Our fun packed family festival took on a new and exciting direction this year, expanding 
into Cosgrove Village Hall for the first time, making this the largest event we have ever 
organised. Held this year on the weekend of 19th and 20th July, the additional venue 
gave us the space we needed to create our new Craft Fair in an all weather environment, 
as well as to accommodate our own catering stalls. The weather was luckily on our side, 
although the freakishly unusual thunderstorms on Thursday and Friday night looked as 
though they would set the stage for a washed out weekend.

Cosgrove Canal Festival & Craft Fair

The setting up started in earnest on the preceding Thursday and 
Friday, with volunteers helping with marking out the moorings, setting out the road 
signage and erecting the Society’s canal-side tents and stalls. Many private and trading 
Narrowboats turned up early, with the traders taking the opportunity to begin selling 
their wares ahead of the weekend. Mind you, we did the same, initiating our infamous 
Lock Ransom (operated by trained volunteers) as usual on the Friday, encouraging 
boaters to support the Society in a novel way whilst giving us a chance to tell them a 
little of our story. Some would hop off briefly and buy Bric-a-Brac up on the lock too!
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Friday night at the Barlow Mow gave us all a chance to catch our breath before the big 
weekend, with very enjoyable meals and plenty of laughter had by all. A bright and sunny 
weekend finally arrived, and an early start was had by some, setting out the village hall 
on Saturday. Although overall the festival was quieter than last year, the Craft Fair itself 
was a major success. This was in part down to the variety stallholders with their high 
quality crafts, many of which were new to the festival. The handmade wares included 
woodturned sculpture, glass mosaics, quilts, jewellery, painted glassware, Alpaca weaves, 

soft toys and so on.

Of course, all this shopping and browsing would work up a thirst, so one would need a 
lovely cup of tea and a delicious slice of cake from our very own refreshment stall before 
working their way up to visit the main attractions along the canalside. One lucky raffle 
winner also took home the huge handmade narrowboat cake, pictured above.

The newcomers weren’t just reserved for the village hall though. Several new ‘faces’ could 
be found along the towpath, be it in tents or on narrowboats. You could watch jewellery 
being made and sold, or get a Henna tattoo while the kids were on the Funion Bargee 
Playboat, or even enjoy some good quality fiery cheeses and then cool down again with 
a variety homemade dairy ice creams. The games were popular too, including the Lucky 
Dip, Lollipop Game, and the Tombola which required more prizes wrapping overnight!
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Saturday evening saw the regular 
Fish ‘n’ Chip supper take place on 
the Cosgrove ‘Island’, followed 
by the raffle, which as always 
provided great entertainment!

Our Society’s very own 
information tent had 
plenty of interest, with 
two new members 
signing up and over 
200 signatures of 
support, which will 
help us in attracting 
future funding.

At the post festival meeting, the village hall looked promising for next year. “This was the 
first year that we have also had the village hall booked, as an experiment”, said Athina 
Beckett. “(In total) we have managed to raise somewhere in the region of £1,800 for BCS.”
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Thanks go to the Festival Committee (Athina Beckett, Jonathan 
Brown and Geoff Wood) and to all the volunteers for bringing yet 
another very successful BCS festival to life. We would also like to 
thank our former Festival Committee member, Vernon Draper, who 
up until last year had led the festival organising team.

And so as we rest our weary feet after a busy weekend, we look 
ahead now to an even bigger, brighter and better festival next year!

Ian Matson
Editor

Sunday saw the first boat in the newly re-watered Cosgrove end, paddled by Gary 
Stanesby of Castlethorpe, and assisted by Tracy (and Tiny – not pictured) Watts. There 
were plenty of positive comments from the traders and public alike. Congratulations for 
a very successful weekend was very welcome from John Highmore of Canal & River Trust. 
The general feeling is that many traders, if not all, will be back next year. Nevertheless, no 
sooner was the festival over, the search for even more new and exciting traders began.

The Society would like to thank the residents of Cosgrove for the use of their Village Hall, 
and Puratos UK in Buckingham for supplying extra cakes.
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Yes, it’s really happening! Cosgrove is in water and the encouragement from CRT and 
everyone else has, so far, been wonderful. Ok, so it’s only partly in water as I write this, 
but our approach and progress further strengthens the opportunity to re-water the 
canal from Bridge No1 to Bridge No2 by the end of the year. And yes, it will be full of silt 
and reeds, and will not yet be navigable.

We must remember that the key outcome of this stage is that we will know if it still holds 
water, and if not, we need to identify which sections don’t and what we need to do to 
make the canal bed watertight. The total length under testing at Cosgrove as I write this 
at the end of July is now 500 metres. I make no apology for saying it once again...what a 
milestone for our 22nd year and our first year as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation !

The news at Bourton Meadow is a little different. The Buckingham end of the arm is 
suffering a setback as the clay liner has definitely been shown to be losing water. The 
good news is our prime contractor is investigating and is looking at how to remedy the 
situation. We therefor expect this to be resolved during the coming months. Then we will 
be able to proceed with the installation of the solar pump to continuously replenish the 
canal using water abstracted from the Great Ouse, following the Environment Agency 
granting us permission to do so.

So we keep on filling. Filling the canal with water. Filling the neighbourhood with news 
of the canal restoration. Filling our diaries with the time spent restoring the canal and  it’s 
associated activities. Filling our partnership organisation’s agendas with the great news 
about the canal’s restoration. We must not underestimate the collective power of our 
project team and the Society’s wider supporters of the beneficial and good work that we 
are doing. Yes we are doing it. It really is happening. It’s been a team effort to get to this 
stage and will need to continue to be a team effort as we progress. 

Do	you	fancy	being	a	bigger	part	of	that	team?	You	are	welcome	to	come	and	get	
physical	or	join	the	thinkers	or	even	do	both!	Get	in	touch	with	a	trustee	now,	using	
the	contact	details	on	page	27	and	see	how	you	can	help	to	speed	up	our	collective	
progress.	There	are	plenty	of	event	dates	to	choose	from	in	our	calendar.	Please	
take	a	look	at	the	web	page	below	and	feel	inspired:

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/calendar/

Terry Cavender
Trustee	and	Programme	Manager	for	Projects	&	Partnerships

Why Bother…Keeping on Filling?

© Kevin Davis
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BCS GREAT OUSE RIVER TRIP
ON THE B & MK COMMUNITY BOAT

SUNDAY 5th OCTOBER 2014
A SCENIC 2½ HOUR TRIP ALONG THE
GREAT OUSE ON THE JOHN BUNYAN

*ONLY £6! MEMBERS, FAMILY & FRIENDS WELCOME
Central Bedford • The Embankment • Priory Country Park
Cardington Lock • On a 50 seat heated boat with catering

Meet 2pm at:
Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford, MK41 9DJ

*Kindly subsidised by one of our members, including refreshments
Thankyou also to Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

Registered Charity Number 1156662
Charitable Incorporated Organisation

For information and bookings, please contact Athina Beckett by 
tel: 01908 661217 or
email: athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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Phillip	Smith	(Mervyn	Philip	Smith)

My father, Philip Smith, who died aged 87 on 3rd March 2009, was a longstanding 
enthusiast and advocate for Britain’s waterways,alongside other legacies of the Industrial 
Revolution. The waterways were an integral part of his formative years. Behind his 
parent’s house in New Road, Kidderminster, amid the many carpet factories where many 
of his extended family worked, as had his forebears, ran the beautiful Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire Canal, still important for transporting coal and ashes to and from the 
various factories along its banks. The canal joined the River Severn at Stourport, whose 
elegant Georgian buildings always delighted him. He used to remark at the philistinism 
that had led some local councillors in the 1950s to propose the filling in of the canal 
basin. Through the ages of 11 to 16 Philip cycled to his secondary school at Hartlebury by 
way of Wilden, the site of an early factory owned by the Baldwin family (Stanley Baldwin 
was a local MP and Conservative Prime Minister in the interwar period), adjacent to the 
canal. Nearby, also on the Severn, was the historic river port of Bewdley, where his wife 
Rose was born and brought up, and whose paternal grandmother’s family (the Poolers) 
had operated narrow boats on the Severn and the midland’s canals. 

In the 1930s Philip’s father, Morris, purchased a Thames river launch from the estate of the 
chairman of the Excelsior Motor Cycle Company, Birmingham. Named the Boberty, after 
the owner’s two sons, it was constructed by Gibbs and Sons in Teddington The launch 
was 30-feet long, built of mahogany, with a mahogany and spruce deck, a retractable 
hood, and was powered by a six-cylinder Grey’s petrol engine. It became the focus of 
many outings for the extended family and friends on the Severn during the 1930s and 
1950s. Morris used to speed out of the locks when the first chink of light appeared as the 
gates were opening, and often put up large bow waves to the delight of local swimmers. 

In 1955 we moved to Cheshire, and many a Sunday was spent exploring the waterway 
system – the basin at Ellesmere Port (then under the gaze of avaricious property 
developers); the boat graveyard on the Weaver navigation; the Runcorn basin; the 
Chester basin of the Shropshire Union Canal and its junction with the River Dee; the 
Dee navigation; the Chirk and Pontcysyllte aqueducts; the derelict branches of the 

Mervyn Philip Smith 1922 - 2009
Earlier this year, Paul Smith kindly donated £1,000 to the Buckingham Canal Society on 
behalf of his father, Mervyn Philip Smith who sadly passed away in 2009. Philip, as he was 
known, was one of the original founding members of the Society. Paul has donated this 
money in the firm belief that if his father were alive today, he would have done the same 
himself, knowing that his donation will help to continue what he and the other founders 
set out to do way back in 1992. Here is his story, followed by a reprint of an article by his 
friend and BCS co-founder Mike Freeman.

Ian Matson
Editor
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Philip	Smith	1922	-	2009:	An	Appreciation	

Philip Smith was a quiet man much respected by those who knew him. Like most of the 
people reading this I knew Phil because of his love for, and support of, the environment. 

Shropshire Union (in Easter 1965 my brother, Mervyn, and I walked along part of the then 
abandoned Montgomery canal); the Anderton lift; and the Harecastle tunnels in Stoke-
on-Trent. We also visited the Liverpool Overhead Railway and the Runcorn Transporter 
before they were dismantled, and Coalbrookdale and the Ironbridge long before they 
were ‘rediscovered’ and became popular tourist attractions.

In 1964 Philip’s father gave him the Boberty, and, over the long weekends of a late 
summer and beautiful autumn, we moved it from Stourport to a mooring on the 
Shropshire Union Canal near Ellesmere Port. Here, inasmuch as time and money (more 
of the former than the latter!) would allow, Philip, Mervyn and I painstakingly restored it. 
A good mechanic, Philip could always get the Grey’s engine to fire. We always wanted to 
take the Boberty over the weir at Chester at high tide (when the single lock-gate could 
be opened) but never managed this. Philip was simply too busy at work, having moved 
in 1964 to London to work during the week. When we as a family relocated there in 1966, 
my brother and I moved the boat to London in an eventful journey (which would take 
too long to tell here). It was kept on the Slough Arm of the Grand Union Canal, and we 
took several trips on it into London. But with both Mervyn and I having left home, Philip 
was unable properly to maintain the Boberty and he disposed of it in about 1972. 

Philip’s enthusiasm for waterways never faltered. One New Year in the late 1960s or early 
1970s we went on a successful trip to locate the summit of the Wey and Arun Canal, 
then of course almost forgotten. In 1976 he moved to Swindon, where he was fully 
occupied with his work as a senior executive at the Natural Environmental Research 
Council (NERC). He did, however, support the local societies for the restoration of the 
Thames and Severn, and the Wilts and Berks navigations. He could not really believe 
that Swindon council had, not too long before, filled in the section of the Wilts and Berks 
Canal that had run through the town. He came to regret the sale of the Boberty, given 
that he now lived not too far from Lechlade, on the Thames.

After his retirement, Philip and Rose moved to Milton Keynes to build a modern, energy-
efficient house. His love of the heritage of the Industrial Revolution had never prevented 
Philip from seeking out the best in the modern. He just could not see why the best of 
the past should be lost. His motto was “we can’t lose any more”. Never one to seek the 
limelight, Philip gave staunch support to the Inland Waterways Association (IWA). He was 
pleased at the progress made with the restoration of the Droitwich and Lichfield Canals, 
the Montgomery Canal, and would have liked to have seen the Severn made navigable 
above Stourport. The reopening of the Huddersfield Canal gave him special pleasure. 
Philip helped to form the Buckingham Canal Society and was proud to have assisted in 
the campaign to prevent sand-quarrying from interrupting its course. He would be so 
excited and proud to see the progress that has been made so far.

Paul Smith
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He was a member of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), the Inland 
Waterways Association (IWA), the Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) and the National 
Trust. Phillip and his wife Rose were guides at the National Trust property at Steeple 
Claydon for a number of years.

Whilst I was just five or six-years-old, Philip was piloting bombers over Germany during 
the Second World War (an event which I had the good fortune to be little affected by). 
Phillip was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his service during this time. His 
wartime experiences were something that he kept to himself – no doubt due to their 
nature and his lack of self-promotion.

After the war Philip wanted to make a difference and decided to join the Civil Service 
where he rose to senior managerial positions. He was awarded the OBE for his services 
to the country. In his private life he was already involved with water and navigation – 
having a boat on the Thames.

It was only at the end of his career that Phil and Rose moved to Milton Keynes. This was 
where I met them both – as Philip and I had joined the fledgling Milton Keynes branch 
of the IWA. Philip was Social Secretary of the branch committee, organising the speakers 
for the branch meetings. I was initially involved as Magazine Editor during the time of 
preparation for the 1984 IWA National Rally.

Eventually I became branch chairman for the IWA Milton Keynes branch and during the 
Regional Chairman’s Meetings the idea of trying to reinstate the Buckingham Arm was 
germinated. When the BCS was formed Philip felt we were worthy of his support and 
joined – giving invaluable assistance in representing the Society at a public inquiry into 
gravel extraction at Mount Mill Farm, where part of the canal was a grade two-listed 
structure.

Whilst I was chairman of the IWA Milton Keynes branch, he was a great help to me in 
unravelling a very difficult situation. However it was not a simple case and Philip studied 
the minutes from the time of the formation of the branch. There was a sensible solution, 
which I was very happy with, but was unacceptable to the committee so they had to find 
a new chairman.

In latter years Philip was afflicted with diabetes, which greatly reduced his mobility due 
to it’s effects on his legs. Not being a quitter he managed to be self sufficient for a long 
time, having hand controls fitted to his car and finding ways of coping in the home 
and garden. Despite his lack of mobility Philip continued to support the IWA in finding 
speakers for some time and remained a member of the BCS.

Phillip was a caring family man and very shortly before he passed away he had seen his 
granddaughter’s child which was no doubt a great pleasure for him. He fell asleep and 
then into a coma from which he did not recover.

He will be missed by all who knew him and our thoughts must be with his wife Rose and 
the rest of his family at this time.

Michael J Freeman - 12th April 2009
Co-Founder	and	Former	Chairman	of	the	BCS
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We	are	very	grateful	for	the	continued	support	of	our	patrons:

•	 Rt.	Hon.	John	Bercow	MP •	 Lord	Boswell	of	Aynho

The	Wyvern	Shipping	Co	Ltd

Nikon	Optical	UK.	Ltd.

Taverners	Boat	ClubBraunston	Marina

Patrons, Partnerships and Funders

Corporate Members

Inland	Waterways	Association	
Northampton	Branch

We	have	formal	partnerships	with	the	following:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	District	Council	(AVDC)	
•	 Buckingham	Town	Council
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Canal	&	River	Trust	(CRT)

•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)	
Corporate Member

•	 South	Northants	District	Council

We	are	very	grateful	for	the	financial	support	of	our	funders:

•	 Aylesbury	Vale	Community	Chest	
(AVCC)

•	 Buckinhgamshire	Community	
Foundation

•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Inland	Waterways	Association	(IWA)

•	 Milton	Keynes	Heritage	Association	
(MKHA)

•	 Waste	Recycling	Environmental	Limited	
(WREN)

•	 Waterways	Recovery	Group	(WRG)

We	have	been	recognised	by	the	following:

•	 Cosgrove	Parish	Council
•	 Deanshanger	Parish	Council
•	 Foscote	Parish	Meeting

•	 Maids	Moreton	Parish	Council
•	 Thornborough	Parish	Council
•	 Thornton	Parish	Meeting
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Future Events  

Sunday 5th October 2pm
Bedford	&	Milton	Keynes	Waterway	
Trust	–	BCS	Boat	Trip	on	the	John	

Bunyan
Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford,

MK41 9DJ
Details: See page 19

Sunday 5th October
Banbury	Canal	Day
‘Cowboys	&	Indians’
Canal Side, Banbury

Details: www.banbury.gov.uk

Tuesday 14th October 8pm
IWA	Northampton	–	Talk:	TBA

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Friday 17th October 8pm
BCS	–	‘Fancy	a	Natter’	–	Pub	evening

The Two Brewers, Bridge Street, 
Thornborough, MK18 2DN

Friday 17th - Saturday 18th October
IWA	Milton	Keynes	–	Canal	Clean	Up	

Meet: Friday 9.30am Fenny Stratford
Details:

www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Monday 27th October 8.00pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Talk:	The	Lost	Canal,	Derrick	Hunt
MK Village Pavilion, Worelle Avenue,

Middleton, Milton Keynes, MK10 9AD
Details:

www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 30th October 7.30pm
BCS	–	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Tuesday 11th November 8pm
IWA	Northampton	–	Talk:	TBA

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Details:
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Friday 21st November 8pm
BCS	–	‘Fancy	a	Natter’	–	Pub	Evening

The Two Brewers, Bridge Street, 
Thornborough, MK18 2DN

Monday 24th November 8pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes	–	Talk:	Canal	
Fantasia	–	Karen	Holowka	&	

Philip	Strangeway
MK Village Pavilion, Worelle Avenue,

Middleton, Milton Keynes, MK10 9AD
Details:

www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 27th November 7.30pm
BCS	–	Craft	Group	Meeting
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,

Milton Keynes, MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217

athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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Monday 8th December 8pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes	–	Christmas	Social	
(this	is	a	pre-booked	ticket	event)
MK Village Pavilion, Worelle Avenue,

Middleton, Milton Keynes, MK10 9AD
Details: 

www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Tuesday 9th December 8pm
IWA	Northampton	–	Talk:	TBA

The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, 
Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Details: 
www.waterways.org.uk/northampton

Friday 19th December 8pm
BCS	–	‘Fancy	a	Natter’	–	Pub	Evening

The Two Brewers, Bridge Street, 
Thornborough, MK18 2DN

Saturday 31st January 2015
BCS	–	AGM

Buckingham Community Centre

Meet the Committee

Mike	Annan

At the Trustee’s meeting held at the Buckingham Town Council Chamber on Thursday 
4th September 2014, the executive committee were pleased to welcome Mike Annan as 
a new trustee of the Buckingham Canal Society (BCS).

Mike is a former environmental health officer and fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Housing who, following a few years in local government, became the CEO of three 
major housing associations. Following early retirement he and his wife Judith travelled 
extensively through Europe, Asia and North Africa in their motorhome. In 2012 he got 
his first narrowboat, joined BCS and became chairman of the Licensing and Mooring 
Sub Group of the Canal & River Trust’s Navigation Advisory Group. He has been an active 
volunteer for the Inland Waterways Association – Milton Keynes branch adoption of the 
Fenny Stratford Lock, where he lives, and remains actively involved in numerous canal 
activities and the work of CRT.

Mike’s appointment as a trustee was unanimously approved and brings our trustee 
count to eight.
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October
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 12th

Thursday 16th 
Thursday 30th

November
Sunday 9th

Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

December
Thursday 11th
Sunday 14th

January
Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Thursday 22nd

February
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

March
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

April
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 12th

Thursday 16th
Thursday 30th

May
Sunday 10th

Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th

Work Party Dates 2014–2015

June
Thursday 11th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 25th

July
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd 

August
Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th 

September
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th

Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you are 
eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular items 
from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU, our valued members, for your 
submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter 
and comments are most welcome!

Please submit all contributions for Issue 86 (Winter 2014) by the 1st November 2014 via 
email, CD, or typed/handwritten letter (in that order of preference) to:

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or

Ian Matson, 63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0BH

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.

Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22
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Vasanthi	Wilmes 
Trustee and Treasurer
22D Towan Avenue,  
Fishermead, 
Milton Keynes MK6 2DP 
07466 355638
treasurer@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

	Terry	Cavender
Trustee and Programme Manager  
for Projects and Partnerships
7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, 
Buckinghamshire MK18 5HL 
01280 860316 / 07976 629440 
terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jonathan	Brown	
Trustee and Equipment Manager
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes  MK15 8AX 
01908 661217
07721 319404
jonathan.brown@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
Trustee, Secretary and  
Health and Safety Officer 
44 Winslow Road, Granborough, 
Buckinghamshire MK18 3NQ 
07801 506411
anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Rob	Oldham	
Trustee
Hunters End, Frogmore Lane,  
Long Crendon, 
Buckinghamshire HP18 9DZ 
07720 265626
rob.oldham@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett 
Trustee, Volunteer Leader and  
Work Party Organiser
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX
01908 661217 / 07721 319404
athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Contact the Committee

Jean	Beddard	– Membership Secretary
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX 
01908 674447 
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim	McIlroy	– Archivist
07801 862280  
archivist@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Don	Allison – Charities Commission Officer
don.allison@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Ian	Matson – Editor and Publicity 
& Communications Manager
63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, 
Surrey KT16 0BH
07793 451958
ian.matson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Alan	Mynard – Website
webmaster@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Cosgrove	Festival	Team
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Other	Key	Roles

Stuart	Cummins	
Trustee
11 Russet Road, Ardley, Bicester, 
Oxfordshire  OX27 7PL 
01869 346530
07806 614616
stuart.cummins@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Mike	Annan
Trustee
4 Fulmar House, 37 Millward
Drive, Fenny Stratford,
Milton Keynes, MK2 2BX
07902 833956
mike.annan@buckinghamcanal.org.uk




