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Our part-time course leading to an LLB (Hons) offers a unique blend of 
comprehensive material for home study with the added benefit of first
class teaching, by experienced University academics.

• Attendance one evening each week for 4 years
• Inclusive fee covers all study materials and textbooks
• Student loans available for part-time study
• Small group teaching with personal attention and support
• Networking opportunities with graduates and local employers

Improve your
career prospects
Study for a part-time Law degree this autumn 
– enrol now for an October start

Top in the National Student Survey 6 years running (2006-2011)

Contact Margaret for further information
T: 01280 828289  E: margaret.darrell@buckingham.ac.uk

W: www.buckingham.ac.uk/law
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Supporting restoration of the Buckingham Canal 
 

 

 
Approved Highways Contractor 

Wide range of groundworks undertaken including: 
 

Drainage 
Concrete Works 

Foundations 
Earthworks 

 

Landscaping 
Formwork 

General Building Services 
Traffic Management 

FIELDVIEW FARM, BLETCHLEY RD 
THORNBOROUGH, BUCKS, MK18 2DZ 

OFFICE TEL /FAX  01280 815651 
MOBILE NO 07949 671493 
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Editorial
Welcome to the Navigator, Spring 2014! 

The Society is undergoing an exciting period of change with its first section of 
canal in water and its change to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO).  
Co-incidentally the Navigator is undergoing some changes as well. This is the 
second issue with the well received new design, Christina Newman (Black Dog 
Design) has once again given her invaluable help to prepare the layout of this issue. It is also my 
pleasure to announce a new leader of the editorial team. This will be my last issue as Editor and I 
am handing over to Ian Matson who I know will continue to make the newsletter an interesting 
and informative read. Ian has done the majority of the work on this issue with a little assistance and 
oversight from me. Over to you Ian …

Richard Lewis Outgoing	Editor

It’s with great pleasure that I will be taking up the reins of the Navigator editorship. 
Many of you will know me since I joined the Society’s work parties just before the 
Cosgrove Festival last July. Richard has done a sterling job over the last few years, 
as have all those that have contributed to each edition, and now the Navigator is 
turning a corner with a fresh new image I hope that I, along with YOUR help, can 
also bring some new ideas and articles to the table to continue its success. My 
thanks go to Richard for guiding me through the whole publishing process and to 
the Society for entrusting me as editor. 

All photography in this issue is © Richard Alan Lewis or Ian Matson unless otherwise stated. Why 
not drop me an email about what you enjoyed in this issue?

Ian Matson Incoming	Editor
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Hyde	Lane
Our work parties have moved to the Nature Reserve site and we have already had our 
first company visit on Thursday 6th February, which is unusual for this time of year. A 
company called Delico sent seven members of staff along and the visit went so well 
there are plans for a further seven staff members to join us on future dates.

Earlier this year whilst certain parts of the country 
unfortunately had an excess of water, at the 
Nature Reserve site the canal was looking at its 
best, with lock gates in place and  plenty of water 
in the canal’. It’s certainly well worth a visit! This 
site is a little difficult to access though, in that 
it takes a reasonable walk to reach. To access 
the site, you can either walk from Buckingham 
or from Thornborough. Alternatively you can 
contact myself to arrange a visit, or you can check the website for access details at  
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/restoration-projects/hyde-lane/, or you can even 
obtain a leaflet detailing the journey from Bourton Meadow at that site’s leaflet box, 
mounted near the metal entrance gate and BCS information display panel. This is 
situated opposite Burleigh Piece (southern junction with A413). Thursday work parties 
will continue at the Nature Reserve until the beginning of April to allow the pupils of 
Furze Down School to continue joining us.

Cosgrove
On Monday 17th February it was reported that there were some fallen trees blocking 
the towpath at Cosgrove.  When we went to investigate it turned out that there were five 
large trees blocking the towpath and these were removed by a group of our volunteers 
on Thursday 20th February as part of the Thursday work parties (full report on page 16). 
Volunteers also improved the towpath on the Grand Union Canal by removing an excess 
of saplings to allow more space for tents and gazebos at our annual festival at Cosgrove, 
which this year is being held over the weekend of 19th-20th July.

Sunday work parties in March, April and May will continue the work at Cosgrove where 
the towpath had slipped. This work will involve removing saplings back to the original 

Restoration Site Update
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hedge line so that walkers can use the original towpath. In parts where this area has 
already been cleared people have already started to use the original towpath line.

As we are also working on plans to re-water this section of the canal, volunteers will also 
be clearing the canal bed, with hand tools at present but hopefully in the future with the 
use of ‘Blue’, the excavator donated by the IWA to BCS (full report on ‘Blue’ on page 12). 
Anyone interested in learning to operate or maintain ‘Blue’ should contact either Terry 
Cavender or myself.

Athina Beckett   
Work	Party	organiser

Bourton	Meadow
As some of you will be aware, 
the water level at the newly 
restored Bourton Meadow 
section has been dropping. It 
may seem as though we are 
doing nothing about this, but 
believe me we are.

As of the 21st March, we have 
now started on the next cycle 
which involves filling the 
canal from the River Great 
Ouse until it overtops the spill 

weir and then keep overtopping it for 4 days to ensure all the bank and liner is fully 
wetted. We will then go through another cycle of allowing the water level to drop, whilst 
recording wind, rain and sunlight. Obviously we will be taking care to ensure that once 
the plants start growing, there will be enough water to sustain them.

We are also working on a permanent solar powered top up pump solution for which we 
now have Environment Agency approval to proceed with.

Terry Cavender 
Programme	Manager	for	Partnerships	&	Projects
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BCS News

IWA	Restoration	Committee	Visits	Buckingham
The Inland Waterways Association (IWA) is a registered charity founded in 1946, that 
advocates the restoration, conservation, use, maintenance, and development of all 
inland waterways for public benefit. It is a democratic organisation that campaigns 
locally and nationally on behalf of its 16,000 members for all waterways users as well as 
actively supporting waterway restoration.

It has a specialist restoration committee known as IWA ResCom, that helps, advises and 
supports organisations with canal restoration projects such as ours and continues to 
provide ongoing support to Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) in all its activities.

IWA ResCom meets at least six times a year, usually at the site of a restoration project. BCS 
made arrangements for  their members to use the Buckingham Town Council Chamber 
for their internal meeting, which was held on the morning of 25th January 2014, under 
the Chairmanship of Vaughan Welch.

At lunchtime, the BCS Committee met with the IWA ResCom members and retired to the 
Woolpack for a pub lunch. After lunch Terry Cavender gave a presentation to our visitors 
on the work undertaken to restore Bourton Meadow together with an overview of the 
Society’s medium and long term restoration strategies.

The afternoon was rounded off with a visit to Bourton Meadow, which unfortunately took 
place in a violent downpour of rain. Our guests eventually left to return home at around 
4.00pm, much wiser about our work, but also much wetter that when they arrived!!

Rob Oldham
Trustee
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High	Turnout	for	22nd	BCS	AGM

The BCS AGM was held in the Buckingham Community Centre on the evening of Saturday 
1st February 2014. Sixty-nine members in total attended, including eight Committee 
members.

The meeting opened with a short video from Buckingham University about the Bourton 
Meadow Grand Re-Opening Event, which was followed by the Chairman’s welcome to 
the meeting. 

The Chairman, Athina Beckett, explained that she was standing down from her current 
position, but would remain as a Committee member and continue her role as Work Party 
Organiser. She said that she felt that it was always a good policy to go out on a ‘high’,  
and that 2013 must count as that, with the task of re-watering the 400 metres of canal 
at Bourton Meadow being about the most important achievement since the beginning 
of the Society.

Athina joined the BCS Committee in 1996 and became Chairman in 2006, taking over 
from the very popular Chairman Tony Collins. In her time as Chairman and Trustee of the 
Society she has helped progress the Society’s work and played a leading part in some 
of the progress that has taken place, including gaining access to work on the site at 
Little Hill Farm and persuading Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust 
(BBOWT) to allow BCS to work on their nature reserve site at Hyde Lane, at which she 
served for a period as Warden. Subsequently she helped with the task of taking over the 
lease from them on this site. 

Getting the canal in water at Bourton Meadow has been a real milestone in our history, 
and one that the public really appreciated, as 250 of them came to our Grand Re-Opening 
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on Saturday 26th October to watch Speaker of the House of Commons and Patron of the 
Society Rt. Hon. John Bercow MP give the Re-Opening speech in a very novel way from a 
canal boat. The scissors to cut the ribbon were brought to him by means of a canoe. This 
seemed to go down well with the public who enjoyed this extra piece of entertainment!  
The Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Buckingham, several Buckingham councillors and the 
Head of Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) were also in attendance, along with our 
volunteers and members. 

In her speech, Athina thanked Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd (WREN), Aylesbury 
Vale Community Chest and Buckinghamshire County Council Local Area Forum for the 
grants given to the Society without which this work could not have taken place.  She then 
concluded her speech by thanking landowner Nick Hawes for his continued support 
over the years to the Society.  

The Chairman’s opening address was followed by the Treasurer’s report. During the 
past year BCS reserves have shown a fall, but by less than £1,200. This points to another 
successful year of fundraising, and for donations and grants. This is all listed in the annual 
accounts on the BCS website, but it is also worth mentioning the effort that has gone 
into achieving some of the fundraising, through activities & events including Athina 
Beckett and Jonathan Brown’s bric-a-brac stall, the Cosgrove Festival and the selling of 
MK Community Foundation raffle tickets.

BCS has now set aside £20,000 for the re-watering project at Cosgrove which we aspire to 
carry out in 2014 and we anticipate will be funded from our own reserves.  

The need for the change in status of BCS from an Unincorporated Charity to a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisiation (CIO) was explained by Rob Oldham. He also elaborated 
on the reasons behind the need for BCS to draft a new Constitution to accompany the 
change of status to a CIO. This had been previously circulated to members with the  
AGM papers.

Queries were raised from the floor regarding a small number of clauses in the new 
Constitution that varied from those in the current Constitution.

This prompted animated discussion which was brought to a close by agreement of 
revised Resolutions to:

•	 Establish	and	 register	Buckingham	Canal	Society	 (BCS)	as	a	Charitable	 Incorporated	
Organisation.

•	 Subsequently	dissolve	BCS	as	an	unincorporated	charity.
•	 Adopt	the	revised	constitution	subject	to	amendments	agreed	by	the	elected	trustees	

at a subsequent meeting.
•	 Transfer	all	existing	operations	and	assets	to	the	new	entity	in	due	course.

These revised resolutions were passed unanimously and seven new trustees were  
duly elected. 
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On behalf of BCS and in grateful thanks for their long service as Chairman and Treasurer 
respectively, Terry Cavender presented Athina Beckett and Vernon Draper each with 
a model Narrowboat and a framed photograph of the Bourton Meadow Grand Re-
Opening Event. For his service as Publicity and Communications Officer and Trustee, 
he then presented Richard Lewis with a framed photograph of the Bourton Meadow 
Grand Re-Opening Event and Chris Smith with a  large copy ‘boat licence’ for his trail 
boat, which was used as part of the celebrations.  

A Cheese and Wine interval afforded members and guests the opportunity to meet 
Committee members and to catch up with old friends, whilst even taking time to grab 
a bottle or twelve of the ever popular Buckingham Canal Water. This was followed with 
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a presentation by Trustee Terry 
Cavender entitled Buckingham 
Canal: Building Tomorrow’s 
Heritage. The talk encompassed 
the Bourton Meadow Project 
and the Society’s vision for  
the future.  

The full minutes of the AGM and 
the final draft of the proposed 
constitution can be found on 
the BCS web site (see update 
below).

Rob Oldham
Trustee

The	Journey	to	Becoming	a	CIO
Work is progressing to transform BCS from an unincorporated charity to a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) following the resolution approval 
at the AGM. The final wording of the constitution was formally adopted at the 
trustees meeting on 6th March 2014 and the trustees thank the sub-group who 
worked on the final version which can be downloaded by visiting BCS News at:  
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/2014/03/the-journey-to-becoming-a-cio/. Various 
activities and interactions will now progress with the Charity Commissioners and we will 
publish updates as they become relevant.

Terry Cavender
Programme	Manager	for	Partnerships	and	Projects

Volunteer	Recruitment
Team Building days were very successful last year and our volunteer numbers have 
increased, but to attract more volunteers Jonathan Brown and myself attended a 
recruitment day on Thursday 27th February at the offices of Home Retail Group which 
includes companies like Homebase and Argos. Then on Friday 28th February Terry 
Cavender, Rob Oldham and myself attended another recruitment day, this time at 
Network Rail. Their volunteers are given five working days paid leave for volunteering 
activities each year. From both groups there was a great deal of interest in BCS particularly 
in the team building days, so hopefully our own volunteers can look forward to having 
many new faces joining us on work parties!

Athina Beckett 
Work	Party	Organiser
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Do you dig canals?
....We do!

Thank	you	for	your	continuing	support.	Maybe	you	or	someone	
you	know	could	help	us	further?	Below	are	just	some	of	the	

things	we	do	that	you	can	get	involved	in.	Please	come	and	have	
a	chat	with	any	of	the	members	of	the	committee.

If you already are part of it, then thank you and please show this to 
someone new so they can get involved as well.

Publicity, Planning, 

Projects, Events Organiser,

Fundraising, Become a Trustee,

Conservation, Restoration,

Brickwork, Maintenance,

Digging, Hedge Laying,

Grant Writing, Budgeting,

Recruiting, Heritage,

Lengths-Person, Journalist,

Editor, Project Manager

and many others!

BU
C
K
IN

GHAM

CA
N
A
L

SOC I E T Y



12			The Buckingham Navigator

On 19th December 2013, the Waterway Recovery Group (WRG) provided an early 
Christmas present for Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) in the shape of WRG’s former 3 
tonne JCB 803 excavator.

Known as ‘Blue’ the machine was originally purchased for WRG following an appeal 
to celebrate The Inland Waterways Association’s (IWA) 50th anniversary in 1996. 
When new, the machine was formally handed over to WRG at the World Canal 
Conference at Birmingham in 1996, by the then Waterways Minister Robert Jones 
MP (view issues 157 and 158 (front cover) of the WRG newsletter ‘Navvies’ at:  
www.waterways.org.uk/wrg/navvies_magazine/navvies_editions_151_200). 
Over the past 17 years the excavator has given sterling service to WRG and a range of 
waterway restoration groups around the country, to whom it has been loaned.

Although ‘Blue’ is still going strong, it is beginning to show signs of age and WRG decided 
that it’s days of travelling around the country to different work sites should come to 
an end. Consequently, WRG is looking to buy a new machine in 2014, largely utilising 
‘restricted purpose funds’ that have been given to IWA for Waterway Recovery Group 
work. Expressions of interest for ‘Blue’ were sought from waterway restoration groups 
around the country and BCS put in a particularly good case for taking on the machine. 
WRG has now donated the machine, with the Society just paying transportation costs for 
delivery. The JCB excavator is now going to enjoy many years of productive retirement 
helping the BCS to restore the Buckingham Arm of the Grand Union Canal.

Currently it is being stored with the kind support of Mick Palmer at Cosgrove Marina 
prior to the restoration works the Society are expecting to undertake later in 2014. ‘Blue’ 
will stay blue as the Society recently adopted the colour blue as part of work to update 
its website and publicity materials. 

We have now started a regular maintenance program with some of our volunteers 
taking on this task. The maintenance is in accordance with the PEWUR legislation 
which we have to comply with and follows various paperwork and procedures. 
Lee Whiting and Kev Davis are both experienced in maintaining various items of 
plant. Anyone who is keen to help with maintenance tasks would also be most 
welcome regardless of experience. Dates are in the event calendar on the website at: 
www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/calendar/. As always, any BCS 
volunteers interested in learning to operate “Blue” or develop their proficiency skills will 
be most welcome and should contact any of the trustees.

Why it’s Good to be Feeling Blue!
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Terry Cavender
Programme	Manager	for	Partnerships	and	Projects

‘Blue’ working at 
a previous site 
and now at our 
compound at 
Cosgrove.

BCS	thanks	WRG	
and	the	IWA	for	their	
ongoing	support	and	
help	in	so	many	ways.

Photograph © IWA
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The group meets on the last Thursday of each month at my house in Pennyland, Milton 
Keynes and is proving to be very successful. We are a very friendly group and would 
welcome others interested in learning or teaching any crafts, or to simply join us for a 
very pleasant and sociable evening to discuss various types of crafts that interest you. 

If you would like to attend, please contact Athina Beckett at athinabec@aol.com or 
01908 661217.

Athina Beckett
Work	Party	Organiser  

BCS Craft Group

This year, our annual festival at Cosgrove is being held over the weekend of Saturday	
19th–Sunday	20th	July.  Extra help is needed on Friday 18th July to help set up the 
festival site. As many people as possible will be needed over the festival weekend to help 
with stalls, games and operating the lock gates (training given) and then on the Sunday 
afternoon to take down everything at the end.

Anyone interested in helping please contact Athina Beckett at athinabec@aol.com or 
on 01908 661217

Shortage of parking space for the public attending the festival has always been a 
problem and lack of space for stall holders along the canal towpath has meant turning 
people away in the past.  To increase the size of the festival this year, the Committee has 
taken the decision to hire Cosgrove Village Hall for the weekend, allowing us extra space 
to accommodate a great many more stalls and to serve tea, coffee and cakes, with the 
added bonus that there are plenty of parking spaces there. 

If you know of anyone who is interested in booking a place at the festival please email 
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina Beckett  
Work	Party	Organiser

BCS Cosgrove Canal Festival and Craft Fair
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BCS Cosgrove Canal Festival and Craft Fair

It would appear we have at least two very grateful, if not early residents on the rain filled 
Buckingham Canal at the current project area that is at Cosgrove!

A Quack You from Our New Residents!

Can You Solve This Puzzle?
Whilst clearing the canal bed beyond Bridge No1 near Cosgrove Lock, we have 
unearthed a set of concrete steps. Does anyone know of any images of the bridge 
that show it as viewed from the Old Stratford side, and that might show how these 
steps may have formed part of it? So far I have only found images of the Cosgrove 
side, so any help would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Ian Matson at  
editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk.

You may recall that in the last issue, we held a humorous caption competition. 
Unfortunately nobody sent in any captions at all. There was such potential! Hopefully 
though, someone may be able shed some light on Bridge No1 this time around.

Ian Matson
Editor
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Our volunteers have been in action near Cosgrove Lock following this winter’s severe 
storms, which have brought down several trees across the towpath of the Buckingham 
Canal.

Following the relentless forces of this winter’s storms, along with the 
unprecedented amounts of rainfall, these factors combined to weaken not 
only the most vulnerable, but also the most resilient of trees. If you are familiar 
with the Buckingham Canal (Old Stratford Arm) between Cosgrove Lock and 
the A5 at Old Stratford, you will probably know that it is entirely lined with 
trees on the towpath side, and almost completely lined on the opposite side. 
Many of the trees, although well maintained throughout the 22 year history of 
the Society, nonetheless include some very old trees that are sometimes weak  
and less stable as well as 
younger less established 
saplings. These include Oak,  
Willow, Blackthorn and 
Crab Apple amongst others. 
Unfortunately, the towpath 
trees bore the worst of the 
excessive weather as they 
are the most exposed. Much 
of the opposite side is more 
densely wooded, providing 
more protection for the 
trees along the bank of the  
non towpath side of the canal.

BCS Volunteers Clear Storm Damaged  Trees
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Since early February, teams including our fully trained volunteers together with Society 
trustees have been working hard to clear the debris and make safe the towpath for 
public use again. After gaining approvals from Canal & River Trust (CRT) who own this 
section, using hand tools, the teams would split into 
groups, making light work of the task in hand. This was 
accomplished causing as little disturbance as possible to 
the environment or to those people enjoying a leisurely 
jog or walk with their dogs along the canal side.

It’s inevitable that the storms will 
have had a lasting effect on these 
trees, and the Society will be 
making every effort to ensure that 
the towpaths will be kept as safe 
as possible, although we urge our 
members and the public to take 
extra care and due diligence as 
always in adverse weather along 
the canal, or with any outdoor 
activities and pursuits. Future 
discussions will also take place 
regarding suitable species for 
replacement where appropriate 
as part of the management of the 
ecology along this section of our 
waterways heritage.

Ian Matson
Editor
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Rt. Hon. John Bercow MP was unable to attend our AGM but 
sent the following message.
As one of the Patrons of the Buckingham Canal Society, 
I would like to take a moment to congratulate all of the 
members, supporters, trustees, volunteers and partners for the 
achievements of 2013. In the time I have been involved with 
the Society it has gone from aspirational plans for restoration 
to delivery of the Bourton Meadow section of canal as a very 
tangible project. A lot of hard work and time has been invested 
by the entire team and the public support at the re-opening 
event was wonderful to see.

As HRH Prince of Wales has said, our waterways are a national 
treasure and the work of the Society, alongside others around Britain, makes an 
important contribution to the longevity of that crucial part of our heritage. Although 
I am unable to attend the Society’s AGM, I look forward to seeing further progress and 
hearing of the real benefits that the project is delivering to the people and environment 
along the Ouse Valley.

John Bercow
The	Rt.	Hon.	John	Bercow,	MP	for	Buckingham,		

Speaker	of	the	House	of	Commons

A Message from Rt. Hon. John Bercow MP
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Thank You from Buckingham
The Following Is A Message From The Buckingham Town Council
The importance of the Society’s restoration work has been fully 
recognised by the Buckingham Town Council. As a part of this, 
the canal now forms a part of the recommendations within the 
Buckingham Neighbourhood Development Plan. Through the 
tireless efforts of the volunteers, trustees, members and others, the 
canal is genuinely appreciated by all of the Councillors and many 
of the residents who have shown their support in various ways. 
Ongoing collaboration with BCS as part of the Town’s Community Wildlife Projects is a 
very important element of the community.

On behalf of Buckingham, thank you for bringing the canal back to our town.

Ruth Newell
Cllr.	Ruth	Newell,	Mayor	of	Buckingham

 

 

“Your Project, our Passion” 

 

 
Thinking about a building project but are worried about 
costly legal, safety, programme and financial pitfalls? 
 
We are an independent and local Company providing 
practical advice for your building or civil engineering 
project. 
 
With over 25 year’s experience, we can advise on how 
you can avoid these issues and provide the project 
management support to give you peace of mind.  
 

For a free, no obligation chat about your project and how CPMS can help, contact: 
 
Stuart Cummins  C.Eng, MICE, RMaPS  
 
Mobile: 07806 614616 
Email: info@cumminspms.co.uk 
Website: www.cumminspms.co.uk 
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The	Way	It	Used	to	Be
Prologue
After nationalisation in 1948, the future of the waterways network was in doubt and 
as a result the Inland Waterways Association (IWA) was formed. From the mid-fifties 
through to the late sixties the threat of closure for much of the system became much 
greater. There were a number of canal societies formed during this period to try and 
thwart this threat. The London and home counties branch area did not contain many 
threatened waterways and as a result, work parties were formed to aid the efforts of 
individual restoration projects. This was originally led by Tim Dodwell (Brother of Canal 
& River Trust (CRT) Trustee John Dodwell). This resulted in my working on the Southern 
Stratford Canal, wielding a chain saw in preparation for the new lock at Burgfield on 
the Kennet & Avon Canal and taking part in the initial survey of the K&A locks in Bath. 
The scope of these work parties gradually increased and the organisation of them also 
developed. In 1968 a work party of about 200 had sufficient publicity and impact to 
lift the threat of closure of the Peak Forest Canal. Meanwhile Droylsden Council, part 
of the Greater Manchester Administration, wanted to fill the in Ashton Canal, which 
links the city centre to Ashton-under-Lyne over almost 7 miles. To counter this threat, 
the largest work party to date was organised and is known historically as Ashton Attack 
(ASHTAC). Interestingly enough 1974 was the year that the Cheshire Ring (taking in the 
Ashton, Macclesfield, Peak Forest, Rochdale, Trent & Mersey and Bridgewater Canals) was 
reopened and Droylsden Council vanished through local government reorganisation!

The Dig
I had travelled to the 
worksite with a friend 
and in a recent chat he 
mentioned that he had 
some pictures of ASHTAC. 
It is alleged that I am the 
person with long hair and 
baseball cap behind the 
monorail truck. These 
photos were the seeds to 
my writing of this article, 
which also resulted in 
me having to do some 
research into facts, 
such as when it was, for 
example.

A Big Dig – ASHTAC 1972
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The dig took place over the weekend of 25th and 
26th of March 1972.  During the two days of ASHTAC, 
a large number of volunteers (some sources say 
over 1,000) removed around 2,000 tons of rubbish 
from one and a quarter miles of the Ashton Canal, 
starting at it’s junction with the Peak Forest Canal at 
Dukinfield, and working towards the junction with 
the Rochdale Canal at Ancoats (near the centre of 
Manchester). A smaller effort also took place there 
over the same two days. In addition to all the usual 
items tipped into canals there was evidence of the 
nearby railway yard, and these included many fish plates along with a large number of 
shunter’s poles used for hooking and unhooking goods wagons. Despite the lack of hard 

hats, high viz jackets 
and steel toe capped 
foot wear, there 
were no injuries or 
fatalities to the best 
of my knowledge. 
However, I nearly 
met my end at 
Welshpool, when a 
wheel of the dumper 
truck I was driving 
left the towpath, 
though luckily it 
was the steerable 
rear one. As you 
may gather Health 
& Safety had not, as 
yet, raised its head.
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This dig was the largest that IWA had organised at this time, under the auspices of the 
London and Home Counties branch of IWA. Waterways Recovery Group (WRG) was 
formed later the same year. The plans for it were very good. A local Territorial Army depot 
was to be used for sleeping accommodation and the serving of food to be provided 
by a firm of caterers. Sadly this was not to be as the IRA was still active at this time and 
had recently attacked the barracks at Aldershot. Because of this attack the Army had 
cancelled the use of the hall, this being only a few days before the event. After extensive 
searching, alternative arrangements were made. The deluxe alternative was the disused 
gas company showroom. Electricity was provided by two generators which powered 
the odd light bulb and two gas fired fan heaters. The running water was supplied by 
hosepipe from the adjacent pub. As there was nowhere for the caterers to cook and 
serve meals, we were fed in shifts at a nearby café. The weekend’s activities involved 
getting exceedingly mucky and rather tired. One of the visual memories I recall is of 
the dull glow of the propane heater and the single light bulb high in the ceiling. At the 
end of events such as this one I was left with a sense of satisfaction that progress had  
been achieved.

The prime movers of the event had been the late Graham Palmer and his team and they 
were very well organised. Supervision was such that it seemed obvious what individuals 
had to do. As the first picture shows, a monorail system of tipper trucks had been 
provided, and when filled these were moved along to a “Wharf” where the contents were 
transhipped into lorries to be taken to a prearranged spoil dump. Sadly the first trip went 
into the wrong field. Uhmmmmm!! Another downside was that somebody removed the 
monorail system before its owner had the opportunity to collect it after the navvies had 
gone home. Fortunately Graham, being in the Insurance business, had arranged suitable 
cover that included such an eventuality.

Opposite the entrance to the Lower Peak Forest Canal is Portland basin and warehouse. 
Inside the warehouse there were cranes and other machinery for loading and unloading 
boats and for lifting into the upper storey. This machinery was powered by a waterwheel 
at the edge of the basin, which was driven by water from the canal. At the time of 
the dig the upper part of the building was occupied by a carpet sales firm. Shortly 
afterward they had a fire which 
destroyed everything, including the 
narrowboat ‘Dove’ which had been 
on an inside bay. However today the 
warehouse has been rebuilt and is 
now ‘The Portland Basin Museum’. 
All the machinery has now gone, 
probably destroyed in the fire, but 
there still survives a token crane 
such as the type that would have 
been used in the transhipment of 
goods. The waterwheel itself is still 
in position outside.
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It is quite possible that if it were not for the efforts of the early IWA, canal societies and 
restoration volunteers, then many of today’s canals, related societies and trusts would 
not exist as they do today, including even Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) or Friends of 
Raymond, of which I am a trustee. If you would like to know more of this event google 
ASHTAC and numerous posts will be displayed detailing different people’s experiences 
with a wealth of pictures. The WRG website has copies of all the newsletters (Navvies 
Notebook, which later became plain Navvies) with issues 35 and 36 covering the event.

A WARNING & Confession
From my original boat trip in 1962, I recognised the value of canals for their amenity 
value, as well as why they were such a good means of transport in the day. So it’s really 
no surprise that I put forward the case for restoration of the Buckingham Arm when the 
discussions arose in 1992. I originally became involved with canal restoration because I 
had been captivated by boating when taken on a canal trip by a friend. I was captivated 
to the extent that I was thinking of buying a boat myself. I was working and living in 
London at the time and joined the London & Home Counties branch of IWA. This was 
with the view to finding out something about the canals and the people who thought 
them to be worthwhile.  I did buy a boat and stuck with IWA for a long time, eventually 
becoming Chairman of the Milton Keynes branch for a while. It was in this role that I 
suggested forming BCS in 1992. Prior to this I had also been secretary of a Community 
Boat Organisation also in Milton Keynes. So be careful when entering the world of canals, 
it can take hold and can be reluctant to let you go.

All photography in this article © Tony Catchpole.

Mike Freeman
Former	Chairman	of	BCS
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Well, that’s that then. AGM over, CIO conversion ahead, Bourton Meadow in Water, 
maintenance schedule and protocols for ‘Blue’ written up. Hmmmm. I wonder what’s 
next? …

Well, as we don’t have a well (sorry for the pun), we have applied to the Environment 
Agency (EA) for permission to construct a chamber made from concrete rings at Bourton 
Meadow. This will be sited in the river bank near where the spillway discharges into the 
river. The chamber is to house a pump and solar array to enable us to keep Bourton 
Meadow topped up. We will also be installing a pipe into the spillway. All this is at the 
planning stage but we hope to be able to do this around Easter time this year.

January saw a very good meeting with the Environment Agency looking at our proposals 
for balancing lakes and flood pounds in the Passenham and Old Stratford section. We are 
looking to write up the proposal and it will then be formally reviewed by the EA which 
will lead to their endorsement of it as a formal partnership proposal. We will then work 
with them and the relevant county/district and local councils to get formal adoption of 
it as a strategic proposal. Then we can move into outline planning consent. Early days, 
but I am looking for a few crazy folk to help write this up and progress it. Any volunteers?

Why Bother … Polishing the Crystal Ball?
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Cosgrove lease and access discussions continue. Meanwhile we are looking at some 
options to progress the work in other ways whilst we await the formal access agreements. 
More on these as they progress and are agreed. One example is that the necessary water 
quality samples have been taken from the stream that flows under the canal; these have 
gone for analysis and subject to favourable results, we will be looking to do some work 
to divert this into the canal providing an ongoing water source. All this is subject to EA 
abstraction license but the pre application agreement has been obtained so hopefully 
this is just a bit more paperwork.

Additionally, we are evaluating if we can use the same pumping approach from Bourton 
Meadow to get Little Hill Farm and Hyde Lane “in water”. This has the obvious benefit 
of reducing some vegetation growth as well as the publicity of having water in each of 
these sections along with Bourton Meadow and Cosgrove. There will also be the costing 
factors for each of these sites as well as land owner consent. So far though, it’s looking 
promising from the initial discussions.

So all in all, the crystal ball is looking quite shiny. As ever, I’m always open to ideas, 
help, and discussion at whatever level and frequency folk want. If you feel you want to 
contribute some time and effort, there’s lots of diary dates to choose from in the calendar 
at www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk/events-and-news/calendar/.

Terry Cavender
Programme	Manager	for	Partnerships	and	Projects	

Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) is grateful for the continuing support of Pitney Bowes 
which enables us to keep document production costs to a minimum in order to ensure 
as much of the BCS funds as possible are put towards restoration.

Pitney Bowes provides technology solutions for small, mid-size and 
large firms that help them connect with customers to build loyalty 

and grow revenue. Pitney Bowes includes direct mail, transactional 
mail and call centre communications in its solution mix along with 

digital channel messaging for the Web, email and mobile applications. 
Pitney Bowes also helps many charities globally through the work of 

its employees including match funding, volunteer grants and other in 
kind support.

www.pb.com
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We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:

Julie	Keyes Colchester  
Dusty	Roades Towcester

Publicity	Officer
Since 1992 Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has been working on sites along the Old Stratford 
and Buckingham Arms of the Grand Union Canal which they eventually hope to see re-opened 
breathing new life, recreational opportunities and environmentally friendly businesses to the 
area. They are currently in need of a Publicity Officer to promote the canal restoration work 
including drafting and distribution of appropriate periodic press releases to an agreed list of 
publicity targets. The role will also include expanding on this list and building relationships 
with publicity organisations.  For this role good communication skills, both written and verbal 
are essential along with ability to organise and work as part of a team delivering to deadlines. 
Knowledge and understanding of waterways would be ideal but not essential. Working from 
your own home, and with the exception of occasional meetings in the Buckingham/Milton 
Keynes area, this is a role which can be flexible to suit the volunteer’s days/times.

New Members

Situations Vacant

Eleonora	Rizzo Northampton 
Pamela	Tonge Buckingham

Fund	Raising	
Volunteer
An individual preferably with 
previous experience of applying 
for funding or with similar skills is 
needed to manage fund raising for 
the Society. Specific tasks will include 
researching avenues for funds, 
applying for grants and drafting 
application forms. The volunteer 
would be supported in this role 
and be provided with background 
information on funding sources. 
The volunteer could also work from 
home. The Society organises regular 
social events for helpers which 
include a festival in July. References 
will be required.

Conservation	/	Restoration	
Work	Party	Supervisors
Anyone with an interest in conservation, restoration 
and environmental work is welcome to join us 
and be trained to supervise groups of volunteers. 
We have four sites along the disused Buckingham 
Canal with various projects and maintenance tasks 
at each one. You don’t have to be amazingly fit, 
just enjoy working outside with a friendly group of 
people. Work party dates are 2nd Sunday of each 
month and alternate Thursdays. We also organise 
regular social events for volunteers and members 
which includes a festival in July.



The Buckingham Navigator   27			

We are very grateful for the continued support of our patrons:
•	 Rt	Hon	John	Bercow	MP
•	 Lord	Boswell	of	Aynho	

We have formal partnerships with the following:
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Aylesbury	Vale	District	Council	(AVDC)	
•	 South	Northants	District	Council
•	 Buckingham	Town	Council
•	 Canal	&	River	Trust
•	 IWA	Corporate	Member

We have been recognised by the following:
•	 Cosgrove	Parish	Council
•	 Thornborough	Parish	Council
•	 Maids	Moreton	Parish	Council
•	 Thornton	Parish	Meeting
•	 Deanshanger	Parish	Council
•	 Foscote	Parish	Meeting

Wyvern	Shipping	Co. Nikon	Optical	UK.	Ltd.

Taverners	Boat	Club Braunston	Marina

Partnerships and Patrons

Corporate Members
Inland	Waterways	Association	

Northampton	Branch
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Future Events  
Tuesday 8th April 8pm
IWA	Northampton

Talk:	History	of	Wyvern	Shipping,	James	Griffin
The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, Blisworth NN7 3DS

Friday 11th – Saturday 12th April
IWA	Milton	Keynes,	Canal	Clean	Up

Meet: Friday 9.30am Fenny Stratford Lock
Meet: Saturday 9.30am The Giffard Park,  

Broadway Avenue, Giffard Park, Milton Keynes MK14 5QN
Details: www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes/cleanups

Thursday 17th April 8pm
Friends	of	The	Canal	Museum

Talk:	Tale	of	Two	Canals,	Steve	Morley
Rear Barn, The Navigation,

Stoke Bruerne, Towcester NN12 7SY
Details: 01604 862229 

www.friendsofcanalmuseum.org.uk

Wednesday 23rd April
St	George’s	Day,	Morris	Dancing

The Boat Inn, Stoke Bruerne, Towcester, NN12 7SB

Thursday 24th April 7.30pm
BCS	Craft	Group	Meeting

2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, Milton Keynes MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217     athinabec@aol.com

Monday 28th April 7.45pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Talk:	Tooley’s	Boatyard	–	Past	and	Present
Matthew	Armitage,	Director,	Tooley’s	Boatyard

MK Village Pavilion, Worrelle Avenue,
Middleton, Milton Keynes MK10 9AD

Friday 2nd – Monday 5th May
IWA	Northampton,	Braunston	Boat	Gathering

Nurser’s Dock, Braunston Marina, Grand Union Canal
Details: Tony Clarke 01327 857573

tony.clarke@waterways.org.uk

Tuesday 13th May 8pm
IWA	Northampton,	

Talk:	Huddersfield	Narrows,	David	Ingleby
The Walnut Tree Inn, 21 Station Road, Blisworth  NN7 3DS

Friday 16th May 8pm
‘Fancy	a	Natter’,	BCS	Pub	Evening

The Two Brewers, Bridge Street,  
Thornborough MK18 2DN

Saturday17th – Sunday 18th May
Friends	of	The	Canal	Museum

Roses	&	Castles	Painting
The Canal Museum, Stoke Bruerne, Towcester NN12 7SE

Details: 01604 862229
www.friendsofcanalmuseum.org.uk

Friday 23rd – Monday 26th May
IWA	Milton	Keynes,	Lock	Help	Weekend

Details: www.waterways.org.uk/miltonkeynes

Thursday 29th May 7.30pm
BCS	Craft	Group	Meeting

2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, Milton Keynes MK18 8AX
Details: 01908 661217     athinabec@aol.com

Saturday14th – Sunday 15th June
Friends	of	The	Canal	Museum
Stoke	Bruerne	Family	Festival

Details: 01604 862229
www.friendsofcanalmuseum.org.uk

Friday 20th June 8pm
‘Fancy	a	Natter’,	BCS	Pub	Evening

The Two Brewers, Bridge Street,
Thornborough MK14 5QN

Friday 20th – Sunday 22nd June
Great	Linford	Waterside	Festival

Great Linford, Milton Keynes
Details: www.watersidefestival.co.uk

Saturday 28th – Sunday 29th June
Braunston	&	Historic	Narrow	Boat

Rally	&	Canal	Festival
Braunston Marina, Braunston,

Nr Daventry, Northants, NN11 7JH
Details: 01788 891373

www.braunstonmarina.co.uk

Saturday 19th – Sunday 20th July
BCS	Cosgrove	Canal	Festival

Cosgrove Lock, Grand Union Canal
Details: 01908 661217

events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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April
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th

May
Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th

June
Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

July
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Thursday 24th

August
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st

September
Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

October
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 12th

Thursday 16th 
Thursday 30th

November
Sunday 9th

Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

Work Party Dates 2014–2015

December
Thursday 11th
Sunday 14th

January
Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Thursday 22nd

February
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

March
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you 
are eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular 
items from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU for your submissions. I am 
also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter and comments are 
most welcome!

Please submit all contributions for the Summer Issue by the 1st May 2014

Emailed, on CD, typewritten or handwritten (in that order of preference) to:
editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or
Ian Matson, 63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 0BH

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.

Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22
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Meet the Committee

Vasanthi	Wilmes	–	Trustee	–	Treasurer
Vasanthi has joined us and taken over as our new Treasurer following 
Vernon’s decision to step back. Learning lots about canals and 
enjoying her first experience as a charity trustee, Vasanthi has an 
MBA degree in Business Administration with Financial Management 
as a specialisation. She is from southern India and her interests 
include history, traditional music and culture. Vasanthi describes 
herself as “happily living in Milton Keynes with her husband Krishna”.

Jonathan	Brown	–	Trustee	–		
Equipment	Manager	
Following many years actively working with the Society, Jonathan 
has now joined the committee as a trustee. With a wide range of skills 
and experiences in land management and associated equipment, he 
also continues to manage and maintain the Society’s equipment.

BLACK DOG
DESIGN D

14 Cotton End, Buckingham  MK18 7RJ
01280 817773 
07889 299699
christina@blackdogdesign.uk.com
www.black-dog-design.co.uk

Fast, friendly and reliable design, typesetting 
and print management.
•	leaflets
•	flyers
•	brochures
•	logos

•	stationery
•	business	reports
•	programmes
•	posters

•	advertisements
•	books
•	journals
•	magazines

Please	re-use	this	publication	which	 incorporates	a	variety	of	 information	about	
some	of	our	activities,	to	promote	the	work	of	the	Buckingham	Canal	Society	to	a	
friend	/	neighbour	/	colleague	/	relative	or	other	interested	people.
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Vasanthi	Wilmes 
Treasurer
07466 355638
22D Towan Avenue,  
Fishermead, 
Milton Keynes MK6 2DP 
treasurer@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

	Terry	Cavender
Programme Manager for  
Partnerships and Projects
01280 860316 / 07976 629440
7 Buckingham Road, Akeley, 
Buckinghamshire MK18 5HL  
terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jonathan	Brown	
Equipment Manager
01908 661217
07721 319404
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes  MK15 8AX 
jonathan.brown@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
Secretary and  
Health and Safety Officer 
07801 506411
44 Winslow Road, Granborough, 
Buckinghamshire MK18 3NQ 
anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Rob	Oldham	
Trustee
07720 265626
Hunters End, Frogmore Lane,  
Long Crendon, 
Buckinghamshire HP18 9DZ 
rob.oldham@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett 
Volunteer Leader and  
Work Party Organiser
01908 661217 / 07721 319404
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX
athina.beckett@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Contact the Committee

Jean	Beddard	– Membership Secretary
01908 674447
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX  
email: membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim	McIlroy	– Archivist
07801 862280  
email: archivist@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Don	Allison – Charities Commission Officer
email: donallison@btinternet.com

Ian	Matson – Editor and Publicity 
& Communications Manager
07793 451958
63 Almners Road, Lyne, Chertsey, 
Surrey, KT16 0BH
email: ian.matson@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Alan	Mynard – Website
email: webmaster@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Cosgrove	Festival	Team
email: events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Other	Key	Roles

Stuart	Cummins	
Trustee
01869 346530
07806 614616
11 Russet Road, Ardley, Bicester, 
Oxfordshire  OX27 7PL 
stuart.cummins@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Chairman
This position is currently vacant.




