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Our part-time course leading to an LLB (Hons) offers a unique blend of 
comprehensive material for home study with the added benefit of first
class teaching, by experienced University academics.
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• Student loans available for part-time study
• Small group teaching with personal attention and support
• Networking opportunities with graduates and local employers
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career prospects
Study for a part-time Law degree this autumn 
– enrol now for an October start

Top in the National Student Survey 6 years running (2006-2011)

Contact Margaret for further information
T: 01280 828289  E: margaret.darrell@buckingham.ac.uk

W: www.buckingham.ac.uk/law
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Editorial
Welcome to the Navigator, Winter 2013! 

Bourton Meadow is now officially our first re-opened stretch of the 
Buckingham Canal! The re-opening event was a great success and thank 
you to all of you for making it so, helpers and attendees alike! Our Annual 
General Meeting is just around the corner and later in this issue you will learn about our 
motion to evolve the charity into a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) so it can 
support our canal’s restoration to its fullest in the years to come. To bring it in line with 
our other publications the Navigator has undergone a bit of a facelift, my thanks go to 
Christina (Black Dog Design) for this and for her work on preparing this issue. Thanks also 
to Pitney Bowes Ltd for providing printing facilities.

All photography in this issue is © Richard Alan Lewis or Ian Matson unless otherwise 
stated. Why not drop me an email about what you enjoyed in this issue?

Richard Lewis 
Editor
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Bourton	Meadow
The work parties have been going extremely well since my last report and I hope a good 
many of you were able to attend our Open Day on Saturday 26th October when you 
will have seen for yourselves the progress made at Bourton Meadow. So far this year 
over 1,816 volunteer hours have been worked on this site with over 5,000 aquatic plants 
planted along the canal bank. Our contractor, Water-Lines Solutions, finished work in 
July, allowing our volunteers back on site. A lot of effort and extra hours were put into this 
site since then to get things ready for the Open Day with extra weekday and weekend 
work parties taking place. Coir mats were laid along the canal bank to give the bank a 
soft edge so that the planting could begin. This took a while as the canal was in water  
by then.

When the planting began two systems were used; 
Stuart Cummins, a newly co-opted Trustee, devised 
a frame for volunteers to work from whilst others 
used a plank along the bank. Both methods worked 
well and the planting has now been completed.

A lot of extra work was carried out along the 
footpath to get it into a suitable condition for the 
Open Day and this has included working with 
dumper trucks, tracked wheelbarrows and also the 
old fashioned way – with ordinary wheelbarrows.  
As usual some volunteers enjoyed trying out the 
tracked ones whilst others felt it worked better with 
the basic wheelbarrow.

Lee Phillips, Buckingham Green Spaces Officer, 
arranged for Community Service Volunteers to 
join us on several occasions and 
they helped with the footpath 
work allowing our volunteers to 
concentrate on other jobs.

We have also replanted the gaps 
in the hedge on the towpath side, 
filling them with hawthorn saplings. 
The canal banks have been seeded 
and the grass is growing well, and 
on the far banks a wild flower mix 
was used which should look great in 
spring and summer next year.

Restoration Site Update
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Another change you will notice on site is the rebuilt culvert arches in the spillway. Thanks 
to Hallam for leading the work on this, I am sure we can all agree they look excellent.

All	Sites
Team building days have gone well this year and as well as Santander who came twice 
we have also had two visits from the Environment Agency and groups from McAfee and 
Price Waterhouse. I mustn’t forget the pupils from Furze Down School who have been 
working at Bourton Meadow from January this year and doing a splendid job!

Overall this year volunteers have worked over 4,000 hours on Bourton Meadow and on 
our three other sites.

There’s still plenty to do and we have a lot planned for 2014. We are always looking for 
more volunteers so if you have been thinking about it but not yet ventured out, do give 
us a try on either our Thursday or Sunday work parties.

Athina Beckett   
Work	Party	organiser



6			The Buckingham Navigator

The most important event after our Cosgrove Festival this year must be our Open Day, 
which took place on Saturday	26th	October. The turn out was very impressive with 
about 250	people in attendance. The Rt Hon John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House of 
Commons, MP for Buckingham and Patron of the Society, gave the opening speech in a 
very novel way - from a canal boat, and the scissors to cut the ribbon were brought to him 
by a canoe! This seemed to go down well with the public who enjoyed this extra piece 
of entertainment! The Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Buckingham, several Buckingham 
councillors and the Chairman of Aylesbury Vale District Council were also in attendance 
and as well as BCS volunteers and members, a good number of the Buckingham public 
turned up as well. 

We are also very grateful to WREN, Aylesbury Vale Community Chest and Buckinghamshire 
County Council Local Area Forum for the grants given to the Society without which this 
work could not have taken place.

This will be my last report as Chairman; I’m standing down at the AGM in February but I 
am not going far away – I plan to remain a Trustee of the Society and continue in my role 
as Work Party Leader. I joined the Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) Committee in 1996 and 
became Chairman in 2006, taking over from a very popular chairman, Tony Collins. In my 
time as Chairman and Trustee of the Society I feel I have helped progress the Society’s work 
and played a leading part in some of the achievements that have taken place, including:
•	 gaining	access	to	work	on	the	site	at	Little	Hill	Farm
•	 persuading	BBOWT	to	allow	us	to	work	on	their	site	at	Hyde	Lane
•	 later	becoming	a	BBOWT	Warden
•	 and	at	a	later	date	still,	taking	on	the	lease	from	them	on	this	site.

BCS News
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In my time as chairman we have received two WREN grants, adopted the canal and lock 
at Cosgrove, and have developed an excellent working arrangement with CRT. We now 
have water in the canal at Bourton Meadow and this has been a team effort working 
alongside other BCS Trustees and I hope to continue in this role, sharing the knowledge 
I have gained over the years on the Committee and helping the Society in the future.

Our Treasurer for many years, Vernon Draper is also standing down at the AGM. Vernon 
will be sadly missed as his knowledge, record keeping and dedication to the Society over 
the years has been part of our success. At present we are still looking for someone take 
on the role of treasurer.

Looking to the future we are moving ahead with a very positive outlook, with a new 
Chairman taking over after the AGM and, elsewhere in this edition of The Navigator, you 
will read about our proposal to change the Society’s legal status from an Unincorporated 
Charity to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation. This will entail a new constitution 
for the Society which has to follow a format and content prescribed by the Charity 
Commission, but rest assured we have taken time to ensure that all relevant elements of 
our existing constitution have been incorporated into the new one. I hope that as many 
as possible of you will be able to come to our AGM to approve this proposal.

Due to our success in selling more Community Raffle tickets than any other group last 
year, MK Community Foundation have used us to help promote this year’s Community 
Raffle. I have been asked to speak to other groups taking part in the raffle on how we 
achieved our success and here I was able to say that the majority of our success was due 
to our volunteers being prepared to help sell raffle tickets in the MK city centre and to 
their families and friends! We were also invited to attend the launch of the car raffle with 
three of us in Victorian boater costumes.
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Caption Competition
Entries will be judged by the Editor and the winner will be announced in the next issue. 
Please email your caption, by 10 March 2014, to: 
editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

So looking back over my last year as Chairman it is always a good idea to go out on a high, 
and what better time to stand down as Chairman than after one of the most successful 
years for the Society. This includes one of our most successful festivals at Cosgrove in July, 
the adoption of the canal at Cosgrove and of course getting part of the canal in water at 
Bourton Meadow!  The one thing most of us hoped to see when we joined the Society 
was to see the canal in water and now this has happened. At the moment only 400 
metres but more is planned! The interest and excitement this has produced in the town 
of Buckingham has been amazing and on some of the work parties we have struggled to 
get any work done due to the number of people wanting to talk to us about the canal. 
This has proved to be the same when we have attended waterways festivals, so building 
on the success of Bourton Meadow the next step must be to get further sections of the 
canal in water and one day have the whole of the canal restored from Bourton Meadow 
to Cosgrove.

Athina Beckett  
Chairman
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“Your Project, our Passion” 

 

 
Thinking about a building project but are worried about 
costly legal, safety, programme and financial pitfalls? 
 
We are an independent and local Company providing 
practical advice for your building or civil engineering 
project. 
 
With over 25 year’s experience, we can advise on how 
you can avoid these issues and provide the project 
management support to give you peace of mind.  
 

For a free, no obligation chat about your project and how CPMS can help, contact: 
 
Stuart Cummins  C.Eng, MICE, RMaPS  
 
Mobile: 07806 614616 
Email: info@cumminspms.co.uk 
Website: www.cumminspms.co.uk 

 

 

 

The first meeting of the BCS Craft Group took place at my house in Pennyland, Milton 
Keynes on Thursday 31st October where I showed the group how I make the rag rugs 
sold on the BCS bric-a-brac stall.  Other people brought along various items they were 
making and offers of teaching other crafts such as tatting and canvas work were also 
made by members of the group.

The group is open to anyone interested in crafts, for those wanting to learn a new craft 
and for others happy to teach people in the group a craft they enjoy doing.  We are 
a small group and are planning to meet once a month on the last Thursday in a very 
relaxed fashion from 7.30 and welcome others who feel they could enjoy this sort of 
evening.

Our next meeting takes place on Thursday 30th January, 7.30pm, again at my house:  
2	Staters	Pound,	Pennyland,	Milton	Keynes,	MK15	8AX

Please contact me by email athinabec@aol.com if you would like to join the next session 
of the group where we are planning an evening of canvas work.

Athina Beckett  

BCS Craft Group
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By	George!	There	will	be	a	Canal	at	Buckingham
George who?

For that we need to go back in time and first read a short piece which appeared in The  
St. James’s Chronicle or British Evening Post which was published as a single paper for 
the dates of Saturday, 15th December 1792, through to the 18th December which was 
the following Tuesday. The text is reproduced as follows:

‘GRAND JUNCTION CANAL’

‘The Committee for conducting the Bufinefs of this Undertaking, having at 
their meeting held at Buckingham, on Thurfday, the 29th November laft, 
directed a Call to be made on the Subfcribers of 21. Per Cent, upon their 
feveral Subfcriptions, to be answered on or before the Firft Day of January 
next, they are defined to pay the fame into the Hands of Philip Box, Efq. 
The Treafurer, Buckingham; or on his Account to Meffrs., Peeles, Wilkes, 
Dickenfons and Goodall, No. 33, in the Poultry, London.’

Before anyone writes to the Archivist to tell him he cannot fpell do please note that they 
really did write like that in those days. Just check with George. And who was George? To 
answer that we need to look at the first page of an Act dated 28th March 1794 which is 
reproduced as follows:

‘ANNO TRICESIMO QUARTO

Georgii III. Regis.

CAP. XXIV

An Act for making certain Navigable Cuts from the Towns of Buckingham, Aylefbury, and 
Wendover, to communicate with the Grand Junction Navigation, authorized to be made 
by an Act of the laft Seffion of Parliament; and for amending the faid Act.’

So this was the beginning for the Buckingham Arm over two hundred years ago. The 
Buckingham Canal opened on the 1st May 1801 and some details on that may be found 
in my section in The Navigator, Issue 78, Winter 2012.

Jim Mcilroy
Archivist

Jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Archive Report
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The best way to beat those post-Christmas blues is to attend Buckingham Canal Society’s 
main social event. Come and join us at Buckingham Community Centre on February 1st 
at 7.15pm (see agenda on page 12).

In addition to the formal business of the evening, which usually takes about 30 minutes, 
there will be displays showing progress including the new lock gates at Hyde Lane. There 
will be Hélène Hill’s legendary refreshments to accompany wine and we will be given a 
presentation by trustees of the Society about what the future holds for us.

This occasion is always well attended, with numbers now meaning that we have to use 
the large hall at the Community Centre to accommodate everyone and it is an excellent 
opportunity to meet old friends and make new ones. If you are a new member or have 
not attended the AGM before, make yourself known at the door, and we will ensure that 
you are made especially welcome.

If you are interested in contributing to the next stage of Buckingham Canal’s reincarnation 
you would be most welcome to join the committee. There will be four vacancies including 
that of Secretary and Treasurer. If you would like to learn more about what is involved 
then please contact a member of the current committee and we will be very happy to 
talk to you about the available roles.

A nomination form is included on page 14, please complete this and return it to Athina 
Beckett (details are on the form).

Richard Lewis 
Editor

22nd	Annual	General	Meeting
7.15	pm,	Saturday	1st	February	2014		
at	The	Community	Centre,	Cornwalls	Meadow,	Buckingham	MK18	1RP

All interested parties are very welcome to attend, but only current members are entitled 
to vote.  Nominations for the committee, or matters	which	you	wish	to	be	put	before	
the	 meeting, should be submitted to the Chairman, Athina Beckett, by Saturday	
18th	January	2014. Nomination forms are available from the Chairman.  Copies of the 
minutes	of	the	last	AGM will be available at the meeting or in advance by application 
to the Chairman.

BCS AGM
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AGENDA
 1. Chairman’s introduction

 2. To receive apologies for absence

 3. To confirm the minutes of the AGM held on 26th January 2013 

 4. Matters arising from the minutes

 5. To receive a report from the Chairman

 6. To receive a report from the Treasurer and presentation of the accounts for the 
year just ended

 7. To adopt the Accounts for the year ending 30th November 2013

 8. To receive a report from the Work Party Project Management Group

 9. To receive a report from the PR & Communications Group

	10. To consider the Resolution to:
 a) Establish and register the Buckingham Canal Society as a Charitable  

  Incorporated Organisation
 b) Dissolve Buckingham Canal Society as an unincorporated charity
 c) Adopt the revised constitution
 d) Transfer all existing operations and assets to the new entity

	11. Election of officers and members to serve on the Executive Committee from the 
conclusion of the Annual General Meeting, 1st February 2014, to the conclusion of 
the Annual General Meeting, 2015:   

  a) Election of Chairman
 b) Election of Treasurer
 c) Election of Secretary
 d) Election of other Committee Members.

	12. Subscription rates for the year to January 2015.

	13. Members’ questions (notified to the Chairman by 18th January 2014).

	14. Any other business. 

 15. Chairman’s closing remarks

The evening will conclude with a presentation from the  Trustees of the Society, who will 
give an illustrated talk entitled:

‘Buckingham	Canal:	Building	Tomorrow’s	Heritage’.   

The talk will encompass the Bourton Meadow Project and the Society’s vision for  
the future.
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Buckingham	Canal	Society	2014	–	AGM	resolution
Trustee’s recommendation to change to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO)
2013 saw the long awaited culmination of the Buckingham Canal Society’s aspiration 
to restore the canal take a major step forward with the award of grants followed by the 
relining and rewatering of the Bourton Meadow section. The transition of the society, 
from the previous unincorporated charity to the CIO, is now seen as a natural step as 
the focus shifts more toward restoration and the increased levels of activities, further 
restoration projects may bring alongside associated risks and liabilities. 

The restoration focus has already seen a greatly increased need for the formalisation of 
policies, procedures and practices both on and off project sites. As such, an important 
element of this evolution is to recognise the need for adherence to them throughout the 
work of the Society whilst also aiming to ensure that our volunteers enjoy undertaking 
the tasks and we all have fun.

A Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) is a relatively new form of legal entity 
designed for non-profit organisations with operations similar to ourselves. CIOs have 
been devised, and are being actively promoted, by the Charity Commission. The main 
benefits of this new type of entity are that it has:
•	 legal	personality,	
•	 the	ability	to	conduct	business	in	its	own	name,	and	
•	 limited	 liability	 so	 that	 its	members	 and	 trustees	will	 not	have	 to	 contribute	 in	 the	

event of financial loss. 
Charities can alternatively be formed as companies limited by guarantee which provide 
similar benefits. However, they then must be registered with, and comply with the 
regulations of, both Companies House and the Charity Commission. In contrast, the CIO 
only needs to register with the Charity Commission. This is anticipated to significantly 
reduce bureaucracy for the charity.

It is also necessary to adopt a new constitution in the form directed by the Charity 
Commission using their model constitution. We have tailored this standard format to 
include our specific requirements and the Objects of the Society have been transposed 
from the current constitution.

As such the Trustees of the Buckingham Canal Society unanimously recommend the 
resolution to transfer the Society to a CIO and adopt the revised constitution as per the 
resolution for the 2014 AGM.

Notes
You can also visit our website to view/download this information http://tinyurl.com/CIO-BCS2014. 

Copies of the draft Buckingham Canal Society constitution are available prior to the AGM by 
contacting rob.oldham@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or write to:

R Oldham, BCS, 22a Frogmore Lane, Long Crendon, Buckinghamshire HP18 9DZ

Further details of CIOs and frequently asked questions about them are available on the Charity 
Commission website www.charitycommission.gov.uk
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AGM	Nomination	Form	–	BCS
Nominations are invited from members of the Society, for members to serve on the 
Executive Committee from the conclusion of the Annual General Meeting, 1st February 
2014 to the conclusion of the Annual General Meeting 2015.  The Executive Committee 
consists of not less than 3 Charity Trustees, being the honorary officers, chairman, 
treasurer and secretary and no maximum number of other Charity Trustees.

Nominees may indicate their willingness to accept nomination in later ballots if they are 
unsuccessful in earlier ballots. 

NOMINEE:	__________________________________________________________________________

PROPOSER:	_________________________________________________________________________

SECONDER:	_________________________________________________________________________

BALLOT	1	–	CHAIRMAN

Willing	to	accept	nomination					YES	/	NO

BALLOT	2	–	TREASURER

Willing	to	accept	nomination					YES	/	NO

BALLOT	3	–	SECRETARY

Willing	to	accept	nomination					YES	/	NO

BALLOT	4	–	ORDINARY	MEMBER

Willing	to	accept	nomination					YES	/	NO

I	agree,	if	elected,	to	act	in	the	interests	of	the	Buckingham	Canal	Society.

SIGNATURE	OF	NOMINEE:	__________________________________________________________

DATE:	_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Nominations should be returned to the Chairman, Athina Beckett
Tel: 01908 661217

2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX

by Saturday 18th January 2014.
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Saturday	1st	February	2014,	7.15pm
Buckingham	Community	Centre,		
Cornwall’s	Meadow,	Buckingham

BUCKINGHAM	CANAL	SOCIETY

Cheese & Wine  
Social Evening/AGM

www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk  

The evening will conclude with a presentation by Trustees  
of the Society, who will give an illustrated talk entitled:

‘Buckingham	Canal:	Building	Tomorrow’s	Heritage’

The talk will encompass the Bourton Meadow Project 
and the Society’s vision for the future.

For	more	information	contact	Athina	Beckett:	01908	661217

facebook.com/BuckinghamCanalSociety
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It has been 21 years since the formation of the current incarnation of the Buckingham 
Canal Society. The Society has grown in so many ways. Members and volunteers have 
come and gone, public awareness has grown, outside assistance has developed and 
project outcomes have become attainable. The one remaining constant however, is 
the driving force, vision and ambition of all those involved, past and present, to get the 
Society to this very day and beyond.

The morning of Saturday the 26th of 
October had arrived. ‘Please let the rain 
hold off’ we all must have thought! 
Thankfully it did. Just about. We were 
determined not to let it ruin the last few 
weeks of our careful preparations and 
hard work. The day began at 7.30am with 
everything soon unpacked, followed by 
the Information/Membership Tent and 
Catering Tent going up, later followed by 
the Barbecue Tent. The pedestrian event signage was positioned, with road signs and 
traffic cones placed out the previous day. Although the wind was a little concerning, the 
rain almost claimed a victory, pouring through between the two tent canopies and onto 
the table but luckily avoiding most of the leaflets. A change of plan then! Regardless, we 
managed to set up quicker than expected, giving us all time to catch our breath before 
the rush.

The first people began to filter through 
the site early on. Individuals, families, dog 
walkers. Most knew of the event, which 
proved the advertising had really worked. 
One or two were maybe unaware or 
turned up too early. Finally, the sun began 
to break through, providing us with 
renewed optimism and energy for the 
afternoon ahead. Before midday, the food 
and refreshments had arrived, including a 
superb array of cakes which went down well with everyone throughout the day along 
with a refreshing cup of tea or coffee to wash it down!

12.30pm came and the hand built canoe (previously used to raise money for the Florence 
Nightingale Hospice Charity by two men, Kieran and Mark who are from the local area) 
was taken to the far end of the canal, ready for the return journey with the scissors for 
the ribbon cutting ceremony. At around 1pm or so, the barbecue was in full flow and 
with the arrival of the Buckingham Brewery stall, a hotdog and a bottle of Buckingham 

The Bourton Meadow Grand Re-opening Ceremony



The Buckingham Navigator   17			

Canal Water were an attractive prospect for many 
people! The only thing missing was a hot summer’s 
day! The BCS information tent was attracting a 
steady flow of interested parties by now, with money 
being donated and many raffle tickets being sold. 
The display boards  proved to be very informative, 
provoking much interest, especially from the older 
generation who shared their personal memories 
and interesting pieces of information with us.  
We are here also to learn of course, and not just 
provide information.

At around 1.45pm, it seemed that all of a sudden, 
around 250 people descended on the event out 
of nowhere. We were maybe a little worried earlier 
on that the number of visitors may 
not be as high as hoped, but our 
concerns soon diminished. The 
weather was holding, if very overcast 
and threatening. Our Patron was due 
any moment now. The towpath was 
filling up fast, as was the viewing area 
in front of the tents. The attention 
turned swiftly away from those 
tents as everyone shuffled into place for the best position. Within the crowd were our 
distinguished guests. They included Cllr. Mrs Ruth D. Newell (Mayor of Buckingham), Cllr. 
Mrs Lisa O’Donoghue (Deputy Mayor of Buckingham), Cllr. Mr Michael Rand (Chairman 
of Aylesbury Vale District Council) with his wife Sue Rand, Cllr. Robin Stuchbury (BTC), 
Cllr. Ms Jackie Phipps (AVDC), Cllr. Mrs Sue Polhill (Deputy Leader & Cabinet Member 
AVDC) with her husband Cllr. Mr David Polhill (BCC), Cllr. Mrs Christine Strain-Clark (BTC) 
with her husband Cllr. Mr Peter Strain-Clark (BTC). They were among many honoured 
guests to attend the event that Mr Bercow would welcome in his speech later. Also in 
attendance was a very honored guest, the Bourton Meadow site landowner Nick Hawes.

In addition, the former BCS Chairmen Mike Freeman, Steve Miles and Tony Collins were 
present alongside incoming Chairman Rob 
Oldham and of course our current chairman 
Athina Beckett. Other chairmen not pictured 
were Jeremy Cooper (our first) and the late 
Maurice Batt. 

Mr Bercow arrived at 1.30pm and gave a 
recorded interview for the Buckingham 
University’s News Channel, who were here 
to record the whole event. By just after 2pm 
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Mr Bercow was making his way 
along the far side of the canal 
with our current BCS Chairman 
Athina Beckett, to jump aboard 
Chris Smith’s trail boat, which was 
subsequently maneuvered along 
the canal to the ribbon with the 
aid of volunteers Geoff Wood and 
Claire Cavender on the ropes. 
The aforementioned canoe made 
it’s way down the canal, and as it 
drew alongside Chris’s trail boat, 

one of the canoeists handed the pair of scissors to Mr Bercow. A collective sigh of relief 
could almost be heard when the scissors were passed over without being dropped into  
the canal!

The speeches began thereafter with a strong introduction from Terry Cavender, our 
project manager, who brought everyone up to speed on the project. He then handed 
over the baton to Mr Bercow. His was a very entertaining speech from the outset, firstly 
giving three cheers to the canoeists and the rather unique scissors delivery system. 
Devilish thoughts were the next topic, the mere fact of being on water reminding him 
of an old episode of the BBC comedy Keeping Up Appearances whereby Hyacinth 
and Richard had fallen from a boat into the water, and Neil Kinnock’s famous seaside 
incident! An ice breaker if you will which made many of us laugh! As our Patron and 
Local MP, his passion for the project shone through though, with a very well considered 
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and informed speech regarding the importance of the canal in all respects including the 
natural environment and the local community, and not least, the importance of flood 
mitigation. Mr Bercow didn’t hesitate to point out our own Terry Cavender’s fanaticism 
with the project, at the same time though reminding us how serious the Society is 
about canal restoration. He thanked the local community for making the effort to turn 
out today, and he recognised the importance of those that have enabled the project to 
move forward, including amongst others, as he put it, ‘The Chain Gang – that is to say, 
very very distinguished senior local councillors’.  Those mentioned in his speech I have 
already mentioned by name above. 

Athina began her speech by thanking all for coming including the Mayor and Councillors 
(Photo 8). She then gave a huge thank you to the contractor Water-Lines Solutions Ltd 
and the funders who made it all possible: Aylesbury Vale Community Chest, WREN (Waste 
Recycling Environmental Ltd) and Buckinghamshire County Council Local Area Forum. 
She recognised the important contribution of the team of volunteers from the past 
through to the present without which, we wouldn’t have been here today, and neither 
would the funding have been possible to obtain without the many volunteer hours.  
Athina then made special mention of the fact that again none of the restoration would 
have been possible at all without the blessing, cooperation and continuing support of 
Nick Hawes, this site’s landowner, whom she prompted to make himself known to the 
crowd to much applause. Statistics were quoted such as the 1,800 volunteer hours spent 
at Bourton Meadow and the 5,000 plants that were used (to date), followed by a brief 
history in which Mike Freeman was brought out of ‘hiding’ to receive recognition for his 
vision way back in 1992 when was a founding 
member of Buckingham Canal Society.

It was just gone 2.30pm when the historic 
moment we had all been waiting for had 
finally arrived, whereby Mr Bercow cut the 
blue ribbon, whilst in his own words he 
wholeheartedly ‘declared this 400 metres of 
restored canal officially open’. To round the 
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event off, Terry introduced Kevan Ramanauckis and Matthew Dymott from Buckingham 
Table to present Athina with a cheque for £800 raised at their Midsummer FestivAle at 
the Woolpack in Buckingham earlier in the year! Well, after some photo shoots, and some 
friendly and informative chats with several people, myself included, Mr Bercow departed. 
Gradually the public followed suit, but not after queuing for more Beer, Cake or Tea.

The weather was now closing in and the race to beat the threatening rain and 
strengthening winds began, and with that, the crowds dispersed, allowing us to start 
winding the event down. Although the day on the whole played out according to plan, 
I didn’t quite know what to expect. One thing was certain. We achieved what we set out 
to do! Whatever the capacity of our involvement as individuals or organisations, present 
or not, I think we all felt very proud of our own and the Society’s achievements on this 
historic day!

Through the day, the funds raised were a total of £173.65 and this included £125.08 on 
the refreshments stall, less costs of course and also £48.57 was raised in the collection 
box. Besides this, 180 bottles of beer were sold for a total of £414.00.

The Society would like to thank all the volunteers who helped with the event on the day 
and the weeks leading up to it! Your help was greatly appreciated.

Ian Matson
Volunteer
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So	as	our	thoughts	turn	to	2014	…

 
There are still many tasks to be completed at Bourton Meadow by the work parties 
including further work on the spill weir, installation of a permanent top-up pump, further 
consolidation of the footpath, planting and general water management to mention but 
a few.

In the broader context, as some of you are already aware, there are on-going discussions 
with the Town, District and County Council on a number of topics relating to the Bourton 
Meadow site. The most exciting of these is that the surface water diversion proposal 
that BCS initially put forward in 2007 has been validated by consultants working for 
Bucks County Council. The basic diversion scheme to bring the surface water closer to 
the canal has been put forward for funding from the Environment Agency through a 
funding programme known as PR2014. We hope to have more news of progress on this 
in time for the AGM.

Other aspects involving the Buckingham Neighbourhood Development Plan, Vale of 
Aylesbury Plan and the Buckinghamshire County Council Green Infrastructure policies 
also continue to progress and we aim to ensure these are all beneficial to progressing 
the overall restoration of the canal.

If you are keen to get involved with any of the things mentioned above then give me a 
call (see inside back cover).

Terry Cavender
Projects	and	Partnership’s	Manager

What Next For Bourton Meadow?

© Ben Davis
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We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:

Richard	&	Emma	Payne Stewkley
Andy	&	Pat	Ogden Buckingham
Doug	&	Sally	Pett Eaton Ford, St Neots
Richard	Emsly Furnace Green Crawley
John	&	Jan	Halford Heathersett, Norwich
Mr	G	Woollett North Marston
Mr	S	Orlando Maids Moreton
Leigh	Willows Newport Pagnell
David	Bramwell Deanshanger
Mark	Spratt Two Mile Ash, Milton Keynes

Treasurer
A list of tasks the Treasurer is responsible for.
•	 Maintaining	the	day	to	day	running	of	our	current	account	and	savings	account	at	

Alliance & Leicester Commercial Bank, which is soon to be re- branded as Santander 
which has owned A&L for a few years now. Internet access is enabled.

•	 Banking	cheques	and	cash	on	a	regular	basis.	Cheques	have	to	be	posted	but	can	
be handed in free of charge at a Post Office. Cash can only be paid in at a Post 
Office, and at times there are substantial quantities of cash to bank including a large 
volume of coin, all of which has to be counted and bagged. 

•	 Payment	of	regular	bills	and	invoices	including	maintaining	accounts	with	various	
suppliers with whom we have trading accounts 

•	 Maintaining	the	Society’s	accounts	using	suitable	software	
•	 Preparing	 end	 of	 year	 accounts	 and	 organising	 independent	 review	 for	 annual	

return required by the Charity Commission 
•	 Providing	monthly	reports	to	committee	meetings	Budgeting	as	necessary	Annual	

Gift Aid Returns to HMRC, now online only 
•	 Assisting	with	grant	funding	applications	and	dealing	with	any	financial	reporting	

required by the grant funder 
•	 Provide	annual	returns	to	our	insurers	(IWA)	and	maintaining	all	insurance	matters	
•	 Maintaining	the	LocalGiving.com	account;	sending	acknowledgements	to	donors;	

updating the web interface at intervals to reflect current projects and progress 
•	 Maintaining	Easyfundraising	account
In addition there will be one-off tasks associated with taking over the accounts such 
as signature mandates, change of address, change of passwords.

New Members

Situations Vacant
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We are very grateful for the continued support of our patrons:
•	 Rt	Hon	John	Bercow	MP
•	 Lord	Boswell	of	Aynho	

We have formal partnerships with the following:
•	 Buckinghamshire	County	Council	(BCC)
•	 Aylesbury	Vale	District	Council	(AVDC)	
•	 South	Northants	District	Council
•	 Buckingham	Town	Council
•	 Canal	&	River	Trust
•	 IWA	Corporate	Member

We have been recognised by the following:
•	 Cosgrove	Parish	Council
•	 Thornborough	Parish	Council
•	 Maids	Moreton	Parish	Council
•	 Thornton	Parish	Meeting
•	 Deanshanger	Parish	Council
•	 Foscote	Parish	Meeting

Wyvern	Shipping	Co. Nikon	Optical	UK.	Ltd.

Taverners	Boat	Club Braunston	Marina

Partnerships and Patrons

Corporate Members
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Future Events  
Tuesday 14th January 8pm

IWA	Northants
Talk:	TBA

Walnut Tree pub, Blisworth NN7 3DS

Friday 17th January 8pm
‘Fancy	a	Natter’

BCS	Pub	get-together
2 Brewers pub, Thornborough  

MK18 2DN

Monday 27th January 7.45pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes
Waterway	Films	
David	Tucker

MK Village Pavilion, Worrelle Avenue
Middleton, Milton Keynes MK10 9AD

Saturday 1st February 7.15pm
BCS	AGM

Buckingham Community Centre
See Navigator for details

Tuesday 11th February 8pm
IWA	Northants

Talk:	tba
Walnut Tree pub, Blisworth NN7 3DS

Friday 21st February 8pm
‘Fancy	a	Natter’

BCS	Pub	get-together
2 Brewers pub, Thornborough  

MK18 2DN

Monday 24th February 7.45pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Branch	AGM	plus	Quiz
MK Village Pavilion, Worrelle Avenue
Middleton, Milton Keynes MK10 9AD

Tuesday 11th March 8pm
IWA	Northants

Talk:	tba
Walnut Tree pub, Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Friday 21st March 8pm
‘Fancy	a	Natter’

BCS	Pub	get-together
2 Brewers pub, Thornborough  

MK18 2DN

Monday 24th March 7.45pm
IWA	Milton	Keynes

Talk:	Lock	gates	–building,		
repairs	&	abuse

Lee	King	&	Neil	Owen
Canal	&	River	Trust		

MK Village Pavilion, Worrelle Avenue
Middleton, Milton Keynes MK10 9AD
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January
Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

February
Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

March
Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

April
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th

May
Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th

June
Sunday 8th

Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

July
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Thursday 24th

August
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th

Thursday 21st

Work Party dates 2014

September
Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

October
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 12th

Thursday 16th 
Thursday 30th

November

Sunday 9th
Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th

December
Sunday 4th

Thursday 11th

Next Navigator
So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many of you 
are eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There are regular 
items from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU for your submissions. I am 
also always very interested to hear what you think of the newsletter and comments are 
most welcome! 

Please submit all contributions for the Spring Issue by the 10th March 2014

Emailed, on CD, typewritten or handwritten (in that order of preference) to:

editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or  
Richard Lewis, Hillcrest, Akeley, Buckingham, Buckinghamshire MK18 5HL

Advertising	with	us		We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to  
assist funding. Rates are as below. Payment is required before copy date.  
Cheques made payable to ‘Buckingham Canal Society’. 33% reduction for 3 issues.

Whole Page: £16
Half Page: £10

Quarter Page: £6
Inserts:  £7.50

Back Page: £22
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Meet the Committee

Stuart	Cummins
A Chartered Civil Engineer and Registered CDM 
Co-ordinator, Stuart’s first experience of canals was 
as a schoolboy digging for bottles in the disused 
Wilts and Berks canal. His love of digging continued 
in a more structured way through a career in civil 
engineering on many large infrastructure projects 
throughout the UK, but alas never a canal. He has 
been putting this right since 2010 as an active 
BCS working party volunteer. At the start of 2013, 
after 26 years of corporate life, he felt that he could 
provide a better and more Client orientated service 
by setting up his own company. He continues 
to work as a Consultant Project Manager and 
CDM-C. He lives in North Oxfordshire with his very 
understanding wife Penny and hound, Moppet. 
Stuart brings his practical skills in mediation and 
management to the BCS Committee.

BLACK DOG
DESIGN D

14 Cotton End, Buckingham MK18 7RJ
01280 817773 •  07889 299699
christina@blackdogdesign.uk.com
www.black-dog-design.co.uk

Fast, friendly and  
reliable design, typesetting 
and print management.
•	leaflets
•	flyers
•	brochures
•	logos
•	stationery
•	business	reports

•	programmes
•	posters
•	advertisements
•	books
•	journals
•	magazines

Newton Road
Emberton

Olney
MK46 5JW

sales@acorn-mk-nurseries.co.uk
01234 862805

www.acorn-mk-nurseries.co.uk

Special thanks from Buckingham 
Canal Society for the donation 
of 50 saplings for the Bourton 

Meadow hedge infill
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Vernon	Draper – Treasurer
01908 312239
07961 302039
12 Chipperfield Close, 
New Bradwell,  
Milton Keynes, MK13 0EP
treasurer@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

	Terry	Cavender
– Partnerships and Projects
01280 860316
07976 629440

terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Richard	Lewis	– Editor/Publicity  
and Communications Manager
07708 969116
Hillcrest, Akeley, 
Buckingham 
MK18 5HL
editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony	Smith-Roberts	
– Health and Safety Officer 
0780 7506411

anthony.smith-roberts@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Rob	Oldham	
– Committee Member 
07720 265626

rob.oldham@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina	Beckett – Chairman 
and Work Party Organiser
01908 661217
07721 319404
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland,  
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX
athinabec@aol.com

Contact the Committee

Jean	Beddard – Membership Secretary 
01908 674447
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX 
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

Don	Allison	– Charity Commission Officer 
01908 610564
donallison@btinternet.com

Helen	Preston	– Illustrated Talks and Presentations
01280 821232
talks@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim	McIlroy – Archivist
07801 862280
jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Lesley	Abrams – Minutes Secretary
Contact – via the committee

Other	Key	Roles

Stuart	Cummins	
– Committee Member 
07806 614616

stuart.cummins@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Vacancy




