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2pm
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Bourton 
Meadow Canal 

Re-Opening

Issue No. 81 Autumn 2013

Great turn out at our annual festival!

Water in the canal!
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Our Bourton Meadow 
site has been re-profiled, 
re-lined, re-watered and 
therefore RESTORED. Canal 
restoration at its finest. Find 
out more inside (p 4 to 8).
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Our part-time course leading to an LLB (Hons) offers a unique blend of 
comprehensive material for home study with the added benefit of first
class teaching, by experienced University academics.

• Attendance one evening each week for 4 years
• Inclusive fee covers all study materials and textbooks
• Student loans available for part-time study
• Small group teaching with personal attention and support
• Networking opportunities with graduates and local employers

Improve your
career prospects
Study for a part-time Law degree this autumn 
– enrol now for an October start

Top in the National Student Survey 6 years running (2006-2011)

Contact Margaret for further information
T: 01280 828289  E: margaret.darrell@buckingham.ac.uk

W: www.buckingham.ac.uk/law

  

COMPANY DIRECTOR G SMITH 
 REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES COMPANY NO 6013965  

VAT NO 765293696  

 
 
 
 

G SMITH 
GROUNDWORKS LTD 

Supporting restoration of the Buckingham Canal 
 

 

 
Approved Highways Contractor 

Wide range of groundworks undertaken including: 
 

Drainage 
Concrete Works 

Foundations 
Earthworks 

 

Landscaping 
Formwork 

General Building Services 
Traffic Management 

FIELDVIEW FARM, BLETCHLEY RD 
THORNBOROUGH, BUCKS, MK18 2DZ 

OFFICE TEL /FAX  01280 815651 
MOBILE NO 07949 671493 
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Editorial

In This Issue

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the Navigator, Autumn 2013! 

Well, so much has happened since the last issue that I have had to delay aritcles 
until the next one. With our Bourton Meadow stretch of canal restored and holding 
water as well as a very succesful festival at Cosgrove there is so much for us all to 
be proud of.  There is also not a better time to jump in and get involved. Our huge 
thanks for all of your continued support. Behind the scenes we are 
working on evolving the charity so it can support the canal restoration 
to its fullest in the years to come. 

All photography in this issue is © Richard Alan Lewis or Ian Matson 
unless otherwise stated. Why not drop me an email about what you 
enjoyed in this issue?

Richard Lewis (Your Editor)



4

It is an exciting time for 
Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) 
at present.  Having received a grant 
from WREN (enabled with third 
party funding from Aylesbury Vale 
Community Chest) to re-water 
our Bourton Meadow site near 
Buckingham, our volunteers were 
working on preparing the site before 
our contractor moved in. Fencing 
was put up and signs were installed for the footpath closure and the construction 
site. We also installed depth indicators for fording the river and a pollution boom 
down river of the site.

Chug Chug, Dig, Dig! On the 24th of June the great day had arrived. Water-Lines 
Solutions are the contractor who had been working with us over the past two years 
culminating in the moment when they finally got to be on site! Low loaders arrived 
with excavators and dumper trucks. A welfare unit was installed in the farm yard 
and we had ourselves a construction site!

Restoration Site Update
Bourton Meadow

The images above show the site before the contractor moved in and after the canal 
had been part filled with water.

The first few days were largely preparatory but by end of day two, soil was being 
moved, the last few tree stumps whisked away and the serious work had begun. The 
liner arrived on a very big lorry and was transported to site.
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Once levels were determined and datums set, the contractors set about re-profiling 
the canal and putting the soil aside to go back on top of the liner later. 

By day 4 the bund was in at the Lock Meadow Cottage end and liner application was 
well underway until we all slowed it down with a photo shoot arranged by Canal & 
River Trust (CRT). We got some good pictures and publicity so mustn’t grumble!  
Photo below right is one from the shoot, thanks to CRT for allowing us to use it.

Once all the liner was laid in strips, overlapping each other with a fine clay powder 
to join them, a foot of soil was then placed on top of it to protect and hold the liner 
in place.



6

Over the next 3 weeks, our hopes were right and we were blessed with some 
wonderful weather enabling the four week job to be completed in around 3 weeks. 
A very minimal amount of soil was left over and this has been used to infill the 
canal near the kissing gate entrance.

Whilst the contractor were on site they placed piles of stone on the towpath ready 
for our volunteers to use. This was then spread over a geotextile weed suppressing 
membrane followed by many hours of placing over seventy 4.8m long boards 
in place to form the boundary between the towpath and the canal. This is to the 
specification agreed with Buckinghamshire County Council and based on the 
Waterways Recovery Group handbook as usual. A great deal of labour went into the 
towpath and we are sure this will be appreciated by future generations of visitors.
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As part of this work the towpath has been levelled by our volunteers using a little 
excavator. They have also been installing coir pallets along the canal bank to protect 
the bank from erosion. One of the next jobs is to plant these with non-invasive 
native aquatic and marginal plants as detailed in the planning applciation.

There were several more work parties focusing on the towpath over July and 
August culminating in the Bank Holiday weekend when we lined up the pump, 
and after some fiddling, turned it on. It was faster than expected at first, then slower 



8than expected. Then not at all, 
then some, then some more and 
SPLASH. IT’S A CANAL with 
enough water in it for navigation 
for the first time in around 100 
years thanks to a slightly grumpy 
4” pump! This was a sight many 
of us had waited years to see but 
it was definitely worth the wait as 
you will see from the photos.

There’s still more to come with 
work on the path from the kissing 
gate to the canal and the planting 
to be finished. We plan to re-plant 
the hedge along the offside bank 
with native sapling species. So in 

conclusion a 5 million litre toast to our volunteers, landowners, members, funders, 
supporters, partners, patrons, trustees, neighbours......... oh ....and any sceptics.

A separate piece of work at Bourton Meadow has been carried out by a group of
Community Service Volunteers. They have carried on from the good work started 
by Stowe School pupils and cleared the flood drain for us.  This is the first time we 
have worked with Community Service Volunteers and we hope to work with them 
again soon.
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As part of the adoption scheme with CRT we are required to keep the lock gates 
at Cosgrove and the surrounding area in good condition. Our volunteers, working 
with a group from the Environment Agency, painted the lock gates at Cosgrove 
and litter picked the whole area over a two day period in June just in time for our 
annual festival held over the weekend of 13th-14th July, which we hope many of you 
attended and enjoyed. 
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We have had two large work parties from Santander in the last few months. For 
the first work party they sent a group of 26 to join 6 of our own volunteers. For the 
second they sent a group of 31 people to join 9 of our own volunteers. The second 
party was the largest work party we have ever had, with a total of 40 people on site. 
See photo below. We would like to thank Santander and its staff for their continued 
support and volunteering. 

With so many people on site we were able to carry out a blitz at the Nature Reserve 
so a big thanks goes to all those volunteers who helped. We would also like to thank 
CRT and their volunteer co-ordinator Miriam Tedder who donated four large tins of 
paint for the lock gates and eight life jackets.

Hyde Lane

Team Building days with outside companies have been going well this year 
and, as well as the Environment Agency, companies taking part recently have 
included a group from Price Waterhouse Coopers on Thursday 27th June and a 
group from Santander on Tuesday 23rd July. Both groups worked with our own 
volunteers improving the towpath. 

Also at the Cosgrove end negotiations are taking place with local landowners to 
allow access to the site with excavators and dumper trucks, so hopefully by the 
beginning of next year we should have two sections of canal in water.

As you can see there is a great deal happening at present and a lot more is planned 
for the future.  We are always looking for more volunteers so if you think you could 
help with this exciting project of restoring the Buckingham Arm, either by assisting 
at work parties or helping with administration duties, please contact one of the 
committee.

Athina Beckett, Work Party Organiser
Terry Cavender, Partnerships and Projects Manager
Richard Lewis, Editor
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I would like to thank our Festival Committee who did such a grand job and 
organised one of the best ever festivals, so a big thanks goes to them for all their 
hard work. I would also like to thank all those who turned up to help on stalls, with 
the lock ransom, with setting up the festival on the Friday and, most importantly, 
with taking everything down at the end.

The fish and chip 
supper again proved 
to be very popular 
with about fifty people 
staying on into the 
evening where a very 
successful raffle was 
held and thanks must 
go to the musicians 
who provided evening 
entertainment – thanks 
to Martin and friends 
and please come again 
next year! 

Overall, about £1,500 was added to the Society’s funds from all the activities but 
almost as important, everyone who attended seemed to have enjoyed themselves – 
perhaps the Buckingham Canal Water beer on sale for the first time helped!

BCS News
Cosgrove Festival

Committee

Events

There have been some changes in the committee over the last few months and I 
would like to take this opportunity to welcome Rob Oldham who joined us recently 
and to thank Jim McIlroy, who has stood  down from the committee but will remain 
as our Archivist, for all his hard work.

There are some special events planned for this autumn, the first being the National 
Heritage Open Day which is happening as we prepare this issue. BCS will be taking 
part as usual, but instead of organising a walk as in previous years we have decided 
that our Heritage Open Day will be held at Bourton Meadow on Sunday 15th 
September to discuss with members and the public how we restored the canal and 
some information on its heritage.

The Society is hosting a the Bourton Meadow grand re-opening day on Saturday 26th 
October to celebrate the success of the project at Bourton Meadow and everyone is 
invited to share in the success of getting this part of the Buckingham Canal in water. 
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As an extra social event for members and friends there is a boat trip planned 
on the River Great Ouse in Bedford on Saturday 5th October aboard the B&MK 
Community boat the John Bunyan. This has been made possible by one of our 
members making a very generous donation towards the cost of building the boat.  
See details on page 14 of how to join us.

I can also report a very successful weekend held at the Buckingham Table Beer 
Festival over the weekend 21st to 23rd June, with Sunday 23rd providing a lot of 
entertainment and promoting the Buckingham Canal Water beer.

Our bric-a-brac stall has 
been attending several 
local canal festivals and 
these have included 
Stoke Bruerne Festival 
15th-16th June, Lionhearts 
Cruising Club festival 
22nd June, Braunston 
Historic Narrowboat 
Rally 29th-30th June and 
here we would like to 
thank Tim Coghlan of 
Braunston Marina for his 
very generous donation 
of £200 to the Society 
(photo right of this being 
presented by Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales 
- photo by Harry Arnold/
Waterway Images). Last 
but not least the Linslade Waterside Festival on Saturday 27th July where the stall 
did a marvellous job promoting the Society.

Having attended so many canal festivals this year the bric-a-brac stall is now 
running short of stock so if any one can help, donations of bric-a-brac or books 
would be much appreciated.

Finally as you can see from the this issue so far it has been a very successful few 
months for us with a lot of extra publicity for the Society, even including an item 
in the Daily Telegraph.

I do hope to meet up with most of our members at the various events that are 
planned for the next few months, particularly on the boat trip or at our Bourton 
Meadow grand re-opening day in October.

Athina Beckett, Chairman
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GROW YOUR TENNER
Localgiving.com is giving away £500,000 as Grow Your Tenner returns for 
another match fund bonanza. 

During the Match Challenge they will double all donations up to £10, so 
your tenner becomes £20.00, or £22.50 with Gift Aid. And on regular monthly 
donations (via direct debit), they will double up to £10 a month for six months.

Let’s raise some money to fill the next section of canal!

So how do I do this I hear you ask.... 
Visit the localgiving.com/buckscanal website from Tuesday 15th of October at 
10am.
 
PLEASE DONATE EARLY AS WHEN THEN MONEY IS GONE THE 
PROMOTION WILL END

Casting off City cares; work woes; rat race
Retreating into snail shell -
discovering life at calmer pace

We journey back the transport lines.
Cocooned in 8 mil plated steel.
To gentle burr and diesel fumes,
We potter in the engine room.

Heath Robinson: bohemian, cradled
By this watery womb, we journey back
With time and tide lapping gently at our side.

The passing sights of busy lives and
Monuments to man’s desires,
Mean nothing to our freer minds 
As peace envelops all our hours.

© Belinda Hunt

Poetry Corner
River Rats
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Aboard John Bunyan, the B&MK’s brand new community boat

Saturday 5th October

Open to all, but places limited so don’t delay in reserving your place

Meet 11.00, Boat leaves at 11.30, returns 14.30
travelling downstream through Cardington Lock and return

Cost £6 to include lunch
Non-alcoholic refreshments are available from the on-board 

bar but you are free to bring your own beer or wine 

Address: Priory Marina, Barkers Lane, Bedford, MK41 9RJ
Parking: at the adjacent Priory Marina Beefeater restaurant

Join us for a day out on the river. 
To book a place email events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

BCS BOAT TRIP 
on the RIVER GREAT OUSE

Photo supplied by B&MK
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INVITATION

The trustees of Buckingham Canal Society have 
great pleasure in inviting you to the

GRAND RE-OPENING

Of the Buckingham Canal, Bourton Meadow section

On Saturday 26th October at 2pm

by

Rt Hon John Bercow 
MP for Buckingham and a patron of Buckingham Canal Socxiety

This marks the most important achievement to date for the Society with 
the first section of the canal restored, re-lined and re-watered. We hope 
you will join us in celebrating this milestone. We would also like to thank 
you all for your continued support, help and hard work getting us to this 
point. We could not have achieved what we have without this from our 
Volunteers, Members, Partners, Landowners, Patrons, Trustees (Past and 
Present), Funders and Supporters.  

RSVP to richard.lewis@buckinghamcanal.org.uk or 07708969116

We are indebted to our funders for their support 
of this project. To find out more information 
about them please visit their websites at the 
following links. 

WREN (Waste, Recycling and Environment) - http://www.wren.org.uk/

Aylesbury Vale Community Chest – http://tinyurl.com/AV-CChest
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The Cosgrove Festival was held in lovely weather which encouraged good 
attendance and much consumption of ice cream. 

Many volunteers came together to prepare the site on Friday and a number then 
ended the day with an excellent meal at The Barley Mow, which is now under new 
management and which was very keen to support the Festival weekend.

A good number of visitors viewed the displays on the BCS promotional stall. Three 
new memberships were registered and more than 100 signatures of support were 
obtained, taking the total number on the Register of Support to over 1000. As the 
weekend progressed a wall of bricks grew as visitors sponsored bricks to be used for 
restoration purposes.

The Lock Ransom saw a good level of donations this year from the interesting 
variety of boats passing through the lock. Of particular note was restored narrow 
boat “Purton”, previously photographed many years ago passing through Cosgrove 
lock breasted up with a butty during its days as a working boat, but now owned by 
BCS members Alan & Angie Rose.

There was a good variety of trade boats and stalls including, new this year, a 
demonstration of traditional rope making and knotting. The BCS cake stall made 
a record profit helped by generous contributions from members and friends.  
Particular thanks go to Puratos UK in Buckingham who supplied a mouth-watering 
tray of cakes.

The games stall attracted both children and adults to try 
their hand at the marble game. Ladies were particularly 
skilled with the weekend winner being new volunteer, 
Linda Komacio (on the right in the photo) , who 
generously donated her prize to BCS funds.

On Saturday evening members and friends enjoyed an 
excellent fish and chip supper on the Cosgrove “island” 
with music supplied by Martin Banks. Entertainment 
was provided on Sunday by the Buckingham U3A bell-ringers, displaying their new 
music stand banners for the first time, and playing a wide variety of music.

With such good weather it is not surprising that the total profit was second only to 
last year, when the additional Iron Trunk event on the Sunday considerably boosted 
the takings. Many thanks go to all the many volunteers who helped to make this 
occasion such a success, with particular thanks going to Vernon Draper who led the 
organising team.

Cosgrove Festival 
Fun for All the Family
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THEN NOW 



20Why Bother...making it up?
As I write this, we have just spent another day at Bourton Meadow, this time 
working on the towpath. It’s one more day into the many many hours put in by 
our volunteers (in which I include my fellow trustees) to get Bourton Meadow (and 
Cosgrove) back in water.
A few folk ask, why? No, not why restore the canal but why do that bit this way and 
this bit that way. Several have suggested it would be good to share some of that at 
an appropriate summary level so here goes.

Q: What level did the canal used to be and have we restored it to that level?
A: We don’t know! Sounds silly but none of the original engineer’s drawings have 
been seen nor is there anyone surviving who can give this level of detail. So, the spill 
weir was built to about the right level based on the lock at Lock Meadow Cottage 
and from there, we designed the re-lining of Bourton Meadow in accordance with 
the constraints of the Bentonite material and with the guidance of Water-Lines 
Solutions (our prime contractor).

Q: Why rip up a perfectly good towpath?
A: As per the above, there were design constraints. These resulted in us having 
to disturb the edge of the towpath in several places. In addition the towpath had 
slumped into the canal in places due to rabbit burrows. and combine this with the 
need to work in partnership with the BCC Rights of Way in order to get agreement 
to close the path etc. We have therefore rebuilt the towpath to an agreed standard 
(based on the WRG PRH towing path guidance available on their website) adjusted 
by agreements with the AVDC town planners and the Rights of Way officers.

Q: Why bother putting a trail boat into a canal without water (also known as when 
is a slipway not a slipway)?
A: We recognised the need to get access into the canal in its dry form as part of the 
construction works. Therefore the ring road end bund was built with a 30º slope. In 
order to check width, turning space, slope, clearance of trailer nose and boat nose to 
towing vehicle etc., it was sensible to try the access ramp out before re-watering. It’s 
not a formal slipway as this would require significant investment with safety rails, 
non slip surfaces and other features. Details can be found by searching at WRG for 
Slipway Design. We are hoping to possibly add some cellular grass reinforcing as 
part of the access ramp which will help vehicle access when it is needed.

Q: Why is there a gap at the cottage end?
A: The gap serves two purposes. The first is to provide a visual buffer zone so that 
any leakage permeating the bund can be seen by us and the adjacent householder. 
The second is in fact to provide future linkage to the next section when it is restored 
(see next question).

Q: How will we link this section to the rest of the canal?
A: Carefully! We have future proofed the project by extending the lining material 
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to the full extent of the site at Lock Meadow Cottage and fully to the farm gate at 
the ring road end. This will enable further sections when funded and built to key 
into the liner without having to drain the canal at Bourton Meadow. The bunds can 
then be removed as required.

Q: What are the pipes for at the spillwier?
A: The pipes are intended to form part of a permanent solution for top up involving 
a pump. They will be used to measure the level of the canal and initiate top up 
when it drops below the required level.

And to round off a few ‘one liners’:

Q: What’s green, costs £135 and comes in 24 pages?
A: An Environment Agency temporary abstraction permit for Bourton Meadow to 
fill the canal.

Q: What’s white and floats and goes boom boom?
A: A floating hydrocarbon pollution control boom across 
the river at Bourton Meadow which was a requirement 
of the Flood Defence Consent from the Environment 
Agency (photo of the boom ----->).

In summary, yes we have made it up as we have gone 
along. Made it up over 21 years of talking. Made it up over 
4 years of planning. Made it up today whilst levelling 
the towpath. Made it up pretty much as the Victorian 
engineers of over 200 years ago did, hopefully using 
a bit of common sense sprinkled with research, trial, 
error and observation. And we will continue to make it up tomorrow and any day 
that comes up when in order to progress the restoration when we need to make a 
judgement call.

I can’t guarantee we will get it right every time but we seem to be making progress.
If you want to join in making these decisions then we would welcome your input 
to the tasks ahead of us all. 

Cosgrove – UPDATE
Following the disappointment of the previous offer of access to the canal not being 
able to be utilised, we have been fortunate in reaching agreement in principle with 
the Radcliffe Trust to create an access track to the canal bed.  This is (as I write) 
going through final commercial negotiations and then will go
through legal review for a formal lease. I am optimistic that this will give us the 
capability to get excavators into the channel at Cosgrove early next year.

Terry Cavender - Partnerships and Projects
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Situations Vacant

Other Available Opportunities
•	 Projects and Work Party Planning Assistant
•	 Publicity Assistant
•	 Publicity and Communications Work Group Member

 Biodiversity Officer
This voluntary role is intended to lead, develop and deliver the 
biodiversity and environmental aspects of the BCS restoration 
projects. It will encompass awareness raising activities to bring 

the environmental concepts, relevance and benefits of the canal 
restoration to both our partners and the wider community. 
Regular reports will need to be provided to the executive 

committee who will work alongside the successful applicant and 
relevant working groups to deliver the ever increasing important 
contribution of this role. This is an exciting opportunity to make a 
real difference to the environment through the range of projects 

that we are working on. Job Specification available on request. 

Membership
New Members
We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:-

Emma & Richard Payne Stewkley 

Maggie O’Connor Buckingham

Ant King Stony Stratford

Linda Komaclo Wolverton

Kevin Davis Milton Keynes

Colin Scrivener Bromsgrove

Rod Briggs Buckingham

Paul Smith Milton Keynes

Ian Matson Chertsey

Martin & Lyn Banks Fenny Stratford

Peter Carr Great Linford

Stephanie Lishman Maids Moreton

David Hutchinson Bletchley
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 Secretary

Main responsibilities are to provide secretarial services and 
support, and to take minutes at BCS Committee meetings . In 
addition other responsibilities include: to prepare agendas for 
meetings, to be responsible for the organisation of the AGM, 

to represent BCS trustees, to take the lead on monitoring 
the constitution, to keep policy documentation up to date, 
to handle BCS correspondence, to contribute to strategic 

planning and to provide other administrative and secretarial 
support where necessary. Desirable: an interest in canals.

Corporate Members

We are very grateful for the continued support of our patrons:
•	 Rt Hon John Bercow MP
•	 Lord Boswell of Aynho 

We have formal partnerships with the following:
•	 Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC)
•	 Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) 
•	 South Northants District Council
•	 Buckingham Town Council
•	 Canal & River Trust
•	 IWA Corporate Member

We have been recognised by the following:
•	 Cosgrove Parish Council
•	 Thornborough Parish Council
•	 Maids Moreton Parish Council
•	 Thornton Parish Meeting
•	 Deanshanger Parish Council
•	 Foscote Parish Meeting

Partnerships and Patrons

Wyvern Shipping Co. Nikon Optical UK. Ltd.

Taverners Boat Club Braunston Marina
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Tuesday 10th September 8pm
IWA Northants

Talk: Manchester Ship Canal
Richard Thomas

Walnut Tree pub, Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Sunday 15th September
BCS Heritage Open Day event

11am – 3pm 
Bourton Meadow Open Day

Further details on BCS website

Friday 20th September 8pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BCS get-together
2 Brewers pub, Thornborough 

MK18 2DN

Monday 23rd September
IWA Milton Keynes 7.45
Members Boating Forum 

& Croatian Film 
Rodney Evans

MK Village Pavilion, Worrelle Avenue
Middleton, Milton Keynes MK10 9AD

Saturday 5th October
Boat Trip on BMK Community 

Boat John Bunyan
Meet 11.00, Priory Marina,

Bedford, MK41 9DJ
events@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Tuesday 8th October 8pm
IWA Northants

Talk: tba
Walnut Tree pub,

Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Friday 18th October 8pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BCS get-together
2 Brewers pub, Thornborough 

MK18 2DN

Saturday 26th October
BCS Celebration Day

Bourton Meadow 
Details Richard Lewis

Monday 28th October
IWA Milton Keynes 7.45

Talk:  Marinas  and All that Jazz
Richard Goosey

MK Village Pavilion, Worrelle Avenue
Middleton, Milton Keynes MK10 9AD

Tuesday 12th November 8pm
IWA Northants

Talk: tba
Walnut Tree pub,

Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Friday 15th November  8pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BCS get-together
2 Brewers pub, Thornborough 

MK18 2DN

Monday 25th November
IWA Milton Keynes 7.45

Talk: Waterways Photography Secrets
Robin Smithett  

MK Village Pavilion, Worrelle Avenue
Middleton, Milton Keynes MK10 9AD

Tuesday 10th December 8pm
IWA Northants

Talk: tba
Walnut Tree pub,

Blisworth, NN7 3DS

Saturday 25th January
BCS AGM

Buckingham Community Centre

Upcoming Events
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So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many 
of you are eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There 
are regular items from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU for 
your submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the 
newsletter and comments are most welcome! 

Please submit all contributions for the Winter Issue by the 9th November 2013
Emailed, on CD, typewritten or handwritten (in that order of preference) to :
editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk  OR Richard Lewis, Hillcrest, Akeley, Buckingham, 
Bucks, MK18 5HL

September 

Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

October

Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th
Thursday 31st

November

Sunday 10th
Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th

December

Sunday 8th
Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

January

Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

February

Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

March

Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

April

Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th

May

Thursday 1st
Sunday 11th

Thursday 15th
Thursday 29th

June

Sunday 8th
Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

July

Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th

Thursday 24th

August

Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th
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26Situations Vacant - Treasurer
After much soul-searching I have decided to retire from the post of treasurer and 
will not be seeking election at the next AGM – at the end of January 2014. I will have 
held the position for ten years, and now other pressures are making it more and 
more difficult to devote the time and attention to the job that it deserves. 

I hope I’ve been a safe custodian of the Society’s finances over that period. We’ve 
certainly grown in many ways and we’ve carried out a number of significant projects 
that have helped people to take us seriously, albeit with the assistance of various 
grants. But nevertheless  I think I’m handing over with the finances in decent shape 
and with a respectable balance in the bank.

The committee have asked me to list out the duties and responsibilities in the hope 
that someone will come forward with an offer to take over from me. I’m not so sure; 
when I look at the list I wonder if it will only succeed in putting people off from 
coming forward – it would probably have put me off ten years ago! So here goes:-
•	 Maintaining	 the	 day	 to	 day	 running	 of	 our	 current	 account	 and	 savings	

account at Alliance & Leicester Commercial Bank, which is soon to be re-
branded as Santander which has owned A&L for a few years now. Internet 
access is enabled.

•	 Banking	cheques	and	cash	on	a	regular	basis.	Cheques	have	to	be	posted	but	
can be handed in free of charge at a Post Office. Cash can only be paid in at 
a Post Office, and at times there are substantial quantities of cash to bank 
including a large volume of coin, all of which has to be counted and bagged.

•	 Payment	of	 regular	bills	and	 invoices	 including	maintaining	accounts	with	
various suppliers with whom we have trading accounts

•	 Maintaining	the	Society’s	accounts	using	suitable	software
•	 Preparing	end	of	year	accounts	and	organising	independent	review	for	annual	

return required by the Charity Commission
•	 Providing	monthly	reports	to	committee	meetings
•	 Budgeting	as	necessary
•	 Annual	Gift	Aid	Returns	to	HMRC,	now	online	only
•	 Assisting	 with	 grant	 funding	 applications	 and	 dealing	 with	 any	 financial	

reporting required by the grant funder
•	 Provide	annual	returns	to	our	insurers	(IWA)	and	maintaining	all	insurance	

matters
•	 Maintaining	 the	 LocalGiving.com	 account;	 sending	 acknowledgements	 to	

donors; updating the web interface at intervals to reflect current projects and 
progress

•	 Maintaining	Easyfundraising	account

That’s all that comes to mind at a first stab, but of course there will be one-off tasks 
associated with taking over the accounts such as signature mandates, change of 
address, change of passwords, etc.
Vernon Draper
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Jean Beddard - Membership Secretary 
01908 674447
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX 
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

Don Allison - Charity Commission Officer 
01908 610564
donallison@btinternet.com

Contact the Committee

Helen Preston 
- Illustrated Talks and Presentations
01280 821232
talks@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Jim McIlroy - Archivist
07801 862280
jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Lesleym Abrams - Minutes Secretary
Contact - via the committee

Athina Beckett - Chairman 
and Work Party Organiser
01908 661217
07721 319404
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX
chairman@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Vernon Draper - Treasurer
01908 312239
07961 302039
12 Chipperfield Close, 
New Bradwell, Milton 
Keynes, MK13 0EP
treasurer@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Terry Cavender
- Partnerships and Projects
01280 860316
07976 629440

terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony Smith-Roberts 
- Health and Safety Officer 
0780 7506411

a n t h o n y. s m i t h -r o b e r t s @ 
buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

Rob Oldham 
- Committee Member 
07720 265626

rob.oldham@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Other Key Roles

Richard Lewis - Editor/Publicity 
and Communications Manager
07708 969116
Hillcrest, Akeley, 
Buckingham MK18 5HL
editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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