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First sod dug at Bourton Meadow! (p 8-9 )

Training Weekend at Bourton Meadow
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Big boys (and girls) toys were spotted on our 
training weekend as BCS members enjoyed 
learning to driver diggers and dumpers. (p 13-15)
Photo: Dave Wedd shows us how its done. 



2

Our part-time course leading to an LLB (Hons) offers a unique blend of 
comprehensive material for home study with the added benefit of first
class teaching, by experienced University academics.

• Attendance one evening each week for 4 years
• Inclusive fee covers all study materials and textbooks
• Student loans available for part-time study
• Small group teaching with personal attention and support
• Networking opportunities with graduates and local employers

Improve your
career prospects
Study for a part-time Law degree this autumn 
– enrol now for an October start

Top in the National Student Survey 6 years running (2006-2011)

Contact Margaret for further information
T: 01280 828289  E: margaret.darrell@buckingham.ac.uk

W: www.buckingham.ac.uk/law
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Supporting restoration of the Buckingham Canal 
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General Building Services 
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Editorial

In This Issue

Dear Readers,

Welcome to the Navigator, Spring 2013!  An exciting start to the year was heralded 
with the announcement of a grant from WREN to re-water our Bourton Meadow 
site. This issue will give you more information on our plans this site and an update 
on our plans to re-water the Cosgrove end of the canal.  The AGM in January was 
a pleasure to attend and I think we should all feel very proud of Buckingham 
Canal Society as we pencil in dates to fill up parts of the Buckingham 
Canal with water! It has been said before but cannot be said enough, 
we couldn’t do it without all the help and support from all of you! Our 
thanks to our members, volunteers, partners and supporters.

All photography in this issue is © Richard Alan Lewis unless otherwise 
stated. As ever all comments on this issue will be gratefully received.
Richard Lewis (Your Editor)
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First of all I would like to thank everybody who has helped on work parties over the 
last year, and for those of you who were unable to attend our AGM and missed my 
speech I can report that a total of 2,580 hours were worked on site last year!  The 
big exciting announcement at the AGM was that we have been awarded a grant 
from WREN to restore and re-water the section of canal at Bourton Meadow near 
Buckingham.

Our volunteers have been working at the Bourton Meadow site since September 
last year preparing it for the contractors to come in and re-line the canal bed later 
this year.  The majority of this work consisted of removing tree stumps from the 
non-towpath side of the canal. The work is almost complete and as I write should be 
finished with about three to four more work parties. 

Work Party Report
Bourton Meadow

Above: Alan and 
Anton enjoying some 
Sunday tirforing.
Right: A welcome 
sighting of a Brian in 
his natural habitat.
Top of following 
page: Anton proudly 
posing with the tirfor. 
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Other work will include 
keeping the canal bed 
strimmed and cleared, raising 
the height of the overflow 
spillweir by at least two courses 
of bricks, and doing some 
preparation work so that the 
contractors can create a ford 
over the River Great Ouse to 
bring their equipment to site. 

We have done some initial 
survey work ourselves to 
determine the new waterline 
on the spillwier and banks. We 
have also dug a few trial pits 
to determine the depth of the 
topsoil and silt to be removed 
as part of the re-lining works, 
(approx 35cm). Photos of this 
work are below. 
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With the grant money in place we will be able to complete the project this year.  The 
contractors who have been chosen to carry out the re-lining works are Waterline 
Solutions; we hope they will start work in July; and it should take them four to six 
weeks to complete. We have had a number of meetings with them on site already 
and are looking forward to working with them on this project.

Once the canal bed has been re-lined, later in the year there will be a lot of re-
planting work to be carried out along the towpath and non-towpath sides using 
several native species of saplings, and coir rolls will be placed along the canal bank 
to give a soft edge down one side of the towpath. The off-side will be grassed over.

Furze Down School have been assisting us for the past few months at Bourton 
Meadow and our volunteers have been amazed at the energy of the fourteen year 
old pupils and their interest in the work we are doing. As pupils, staff and our own 
volunteers are all enjoying this arrangement, more joint sessions are planned in 
the future.

As you can imagine, getting this section of canal in water is a very important step in 
restoring the whole of the canal and part of the reason we received the grant is that 
local residents and a great many local groups supported the project.

Cosgrove
Elsewhere, there was very positive news in November at our Cosgrove site; 
Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has adopted this section of the canal from the lock 
on the Grand Union Canal to the A5. This is very good news as it will greatly enhance 
our ability to work on this site and more good news is that Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
has given permission for test trials to be carried out starting in May to re-water the 
first 500 metres. These re-watering trials include building bunds at approximately 
every 200 metres and then filling the sections in between with water and monitoring 
the seepage rate. Hoping of course that the water stays in the canal! A successful 
training session for our volunteers to learn to drive excavators and dumper trucks 
was run in March, more details on pages 13 to 16.

We have also adopted Cosgrove Lock and we will also be needing volunteers to carry 
out lock gate painting, so if this appeals to you again please contact me for more 
information.

Hopefully BCS will have two sections of the Buckingham Canal in water later this 
year.

Athina Beckett     
Work Party Organiser
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On Saturday 26th January we  held our AGM at Buckingham Community Centre 
with 70 people in attendance which proved to be a very successful evening. We 
introduced a change from last year, having taken on board feedback from the 
2012 AGM. Instead of the chairman and secretary reading their reports in full, 
only the highlights were read out – leaving people to digest the full reports more 
thoroughly in their own time.  Having the extra time available we were able to 
show a PowerPoint presentation featuring our Nature Reserve site, from the start 
of the work - when the lock was so overgrown that is was impossible to see the 
brickwork - up to our volunteers at work installing lock gates.  The evening finished 
with a talk by Steve Miles on the restoration of historic narrow boat Raymond.

Chairman’s Chat

Elsewhere, there was very positive news in November at our Cosgrove site; 
Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) has adopted this section of the canal from the lock 
on the Grand Union Canal to the A5. This is very good news as it will greatly enhance 
our ability to work on this site and more good news is that Canal & River Trust (CRT) 
has given permission for test trials to be carried out starting in May to re-water the 
first 500 metres. These re-watering trials include building bunds at approximately 
every 200 metres and then filling the sections in between with water and monitoring 
the seepage rate. Hoping of course that the water stays in the canal! A successful 
training session for our volunteers to learn to drive excavators and dumper trucks 
was run in March, more details on pages 13 to 16.

We have also adopted Cosgrove Lock and we will also be needing volunteers to carry 
out lock gate painting, so if this appeals to you again please contact me for more 
information.

Hopefully BCS will have two sections of the Buckingham Canal in water later this 
year.

Athina Beckett     
Work Party Organiser

Annual General Meeting
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At the AGM our then Secretary Helen Preston was able to announce that we had 
been selected by WREN to receive a grant of £69,985 to restore and re-water the 
section of canal at Bourton Meadow near Buckingham. This grant was enabled by 
over £7,000 of seed funding from a Community Chest grant. Both of these grants 
follow substantial support from residents in and around Buckingham. The following 
is an adjusted extract from a press release about the grants.

Buckingham Canal Society (BCS) and its members believe the canal restoration can 
bring multiple benefits to the towns and villages along the canal corridor. None of 
this would have been possible without the hard work and dedication of many BCS 
volunteers as well as the support of BCS’s members and partners.

At the end of January Buckingham Canal Society Patrons, The Rt Hon John Bercow 
and Lord Boswell of Aynho, joined Society members and other local community 
leaders for a photo shoot of cutting the first restoration sod at Bourton Meadow, on 
the outskirts of Buckingham. BCS are indebted to the landowners Nick Hawes and 
his family for their ongoing support of the project which was initially supported by 
his father who wished to have the canal restored.

Whilst digging the first sod John Bercow said, “In the time I have been involved 
with the Canal Society it has gone from aspirational plans for restoration to this 
very tangible project. A lot of hard work and time has been invested by many of the 
Society’s supporters, members and committee’’. Lord Boswell added, “My long term 
involvement with the Society has always been looking forwards to this first true step 

WREN Grant
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of practical restoration of the canal. It is wonderful to see plans coming to fruition.”

After the event, Emma Brooks from WREN said “It gives me great pleasure to 
be awarding this grant of £69,985 to BCS. The grant body was thrilled with the 
application and really excited by the project.’’ Kate Russell of Vale of Aylesbury 
Housing, current Chair of the Community Chest said “The Grants Panel was pleased 
to provide seed money for the WREN grant and in doing this significantly increase 
the value of the Community Chest grant to the Society, its supporters and the local 
community who will benefit.”

This project received £7,698 seed funding from the Community Chest, a grants 
scheme for community projects run jointly by AVDC and Vale of Aylesbury 
Housing.  If you would like more information about the grants available, please 
call the Community Chest Grants Officer, Sarah Rothwell, on 01296 585634.  

The seed funding unlocked a £69,985 grant from WREN (Waste Recycling 
Environmental Limited). WREN is a non-profit making Environmental Body 
registered to fund projects, which are eligible under the Landfill Communities 
Fund, which is in turn regulated by ENTRUST. WREN receives the majority of its 
funding from the landfill tax levied by FCC Environment who collect this from 
companies sending material to landfill. For more information about WREN please 
visit their website at www.wren.org.uk

Front Row left to right: Athina Beckett (BCS Chairman), The Rt. Hon 
John Bercow, Lord Boswell of Aynho, Terry Cavender (BCS Projects 
and Partnership Manager), Ruth Newell (Mayor of Buckingham).
Back Row left to right: Cllr David Pollhill (BCC), Helen Preston, 
Nigel Preston, Cllr Pearl Lewis (AVDC), Cllr Tim Mills (AVDC), 
Cllr Paul Hirons (BTC), Claire Cavender, Miami Holt (VAHT/
Community Chest), Masaud Subedar (VAHT/Community Chest).
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Please make sure you have marked July 13th and 14th in your diary for visiting 
the Cosgrove Festival and Lock Ransom (note this is a week earlier than in 
previous years).

It will be hard to top last year’s profit which was boosted by the Iron Trunk 
celebrations but every effort is being made to make this a successful event.

The Festival group would be particularly pleased to hear from anyone who 
would be interested in organising the cake stall.  Ted and Benita Wilson are 
taking well-earned retirement after sterling work over several years so we are 
looking for a replacement.  We would also be interested to hear from anyone 
who might be willing to contribute a few hours over the weekend, manning a 
stall, working the lock or helping out in any other way.

If you feel you can make a contribution please contact Vernon Draper 
(treasurer@buckinghamcanal.org.uk) or myself (talks@buckinghamcanal.org.
uk). We look forward to hearing from you.

Helen Preston, Festival Group

Following our recent canal adoption from CRT we are now officially looking after 
two sections of the canal, one at Cosgrove and one at the Nature Reserve. We would 
like to set up a rota to monitor all three of our sites including Bourton Meadow in 
case of problems.  If anyone would be prepared to walk the length of the canal at 
any of the these sites and report back to me any problems such as fallen trees etc. 
This would allow me rectify the problem quickly by sending out volunteers to clear 
any obstructions. Please ring or email if you are interested in helping. 

As per previous years we took part in the community raffle again this year. We sell 
raffle tickets and receive half the money taken for them. The other half goes to 
Milton Keynes Community Foundation who provide the tickets, administration and 
facilitate the prize of a car.  As a charity they provide grants to smaller community 
groups and charities. On March the 20th I was presented a cheque for £765 and BCS 
should be very proud this year as it turned out that we had sold more raffle tickets  
that any other group! With 120 groups selling raffle tickets this year this is a great 
achievement, well done us!
 
So a very big thanks to all those who helped sell the tickets or bought some, all our 
efforts were well worth while.
 
Athina Beckett, Chairman 

Calling All Walkers

Community Raffle

Coming to Canal near You



11

At the time of writing we are five weeks into 2013 and timesheet says 125 hours and 
459 miles so far. No wonder my wife is encouraging me to get round to all those 
domestic chores that may not quite have been ticked off the to-do list!

The only reason for keeping a timesheet and mileage record is for match funding 
and volunteer grants. The challenge is paperwork - I am sure some of you who 
came to the AGM were bemused at the thickness of the project file for Hyde Lane. 
Some folk wonder why we need to bother with the paperwork. “Can’t we just get on 
with it?” is a frequent question. I would love to - but as an example, next time you 
are on the internet, Google “Environment Agency Prosecutions waste” and you will 
see why just one of the dozen plus sets of paperwork is required in the 21st century 
and 21st year of BCS as we aim to move the restoration forward.

I am sure you will read elsewhere about grants and the ongoing commitments of 
the folk who turn up to bash the scrub, devotedly depriving Larry the Lizard of a 
new home (and long may it continue). Others join us digging sample holes in the 
ground or photographing water flows inside culverts. Some join me in secluded 
dark clandestine corners of various hotels or on conference calls whilst we mull 
over the latest project paperwork variations following advice from various parties. 
This ranges from Professional Indemnity Insurance for a volunteer to undertake a 
geotechnical survey of an embankment (thanks Alastair!) through to interpreting 
Town and Country Planning regulations; from DEFRA derogation submissions to 
reviewing quantity calculations for revised towpath topping specifications; from 
waterproof liner performance literature/COSHH sheets/design proposals, through 
to budgetary imponderables of the cost of fuel for the hire of an unknown pump for 
an unknown duration. The list could run into pages, and anyone looking closely at 
the project plans we had on the table at the AGM, you will see it does.

The good news is, it’s doable. And we are doing it. Never fast enough. Be that me 
and my focusing on driving the tasks as fast as we can, or be it the scrub bashers 
saying why we can’t get water in here and stop the grass from literally growing 
under our feet.

At the risk of annoying people, I will as ever ask for your help. You have read this 
far, for which I and the other trustees are grateful. If you have time to discuss, or 
read or review documents and ideas then please do get in touch. Call or email 
someone now. It would be great to have several hundred people giving 20+ hours 
a week but that’s not realistic. If anyone can spare a few hours a month from the 
bonfires and scrub bashing to help with the ideas and banter then please contact 
me or any of the committee. You too can come to our clandestine hotel meetings 
or even join us at the pub. But please do keep depriving Larry the Lizard of his new 
home, and the home fires burning even if it just with the project plans I generate.

Terry Cavender 
Buckingham Canal Society - Projects and Partnerships Manager

Tempted by Terry?
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In early February a small group of BCS volunteers walked the canal from Cosgrove 
lock to the A5. They agreed and marked the proposed location of each earth bund 
for the re-watering work this year, so if you see some blue marks on trees then you 
will now know what they mean. They also took soil samples at various intervals, 
which were to confirm that the material we are using to build the bunds is canal 
silt and has no contaminants in it. This is needed to validate the waste permits we 
hold from the Environment Agency (EA) apply. The analysis of these samples was 
kindly facilitated by CRT through their normal process, 
saving us approximately £400. The good news is that the 
material was not hazardous and we got the green light 
from CRT and the EA.  An interesting find on our wander 
down the canal was a culvert that we are investigating as 
a potential water source to feed into the canal. Thanks to 
all who came along on the day to help and all involved 
behind the scenes at the various organizations.

Richard Lewis, Editor
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A few weeks ago we ran a training weekend at Bourton Meadow for BCS volunteers 
to learn to drive diggers and dumper trucks. The purpose of this weekend was 
twofold. Firstly the training was to give us the expertise we need for our re-watering 
work at Cosgrove and we look forward to getting underway there soon (see our 
website for more details). Current work party dates are 9th to 14th May, 24th to 27th 
May and 7th to 10th June.. Please contact Terry if you would like to get involved.

Secondly we had to do some preparatory work for the re-watering project at Bourton 
Meadow. We removed a number of large tree stumps with the excavator to reduce 
the work required by our contractors. We also closed a disused badger sett in the 
canal bed. Over the past few months we have been in discussions with the AVDC 
biodiversity team, Natural England and with a local badger group regarding this. 
After following all advice and regulations we were fairly confident that the badgers 
had long moved on. The last thing we had to do before work could start was to 
confirm this. Bob Simpson from the local badger group installed wildlife cameras 
and inspected the site a number of times, the last one on the morning of our work 
party, and everything confirmed there were no badgers present. We all wish to thank 
Bob for working with us on this, his help has been greatly appreciated and saved us 
much needed funds (over £1000). Anton Hobbs has led this piece of work for BCS 
and the committee wish to thank him for his tireless efforts to bring it to fruition, 
including getting approval for the go ahead out of Natural England at 7:30pm on a 
Friday night. When the sett had been carefully dug out and collapsed we installed 
badger proof wire just below the soil’s surface to prevent any reinstatement by 
badgers.

Our grateful thanks go to all the members and volunteers who participated during 
the weekend. Please contact me if you want copies of any photos taken over the 
weekend, the next pages show only a selection. Special thanks go to Dave Wedd who 
was pivotal for the training. Dave is an instructor with Waterways Recovery Group 
(WRG) whose permit scheme we use to operate construction plant and satisfy 
insurance criteria.

Drivers authorised on dumpers and excavators during the weekend as safe to 
operate are Richard Lewis, Philip Strangeway, Alan Mynard, Anthony Smith-
Roberts, Pete Carr, Claire Tupman and Anton Hobbs. Richard was also evaluated 
and subsequently has now been ratified as an instructor for these machines. In 
addition, Terry Cavender was trained on the dumper and special thanks should go 
to him for organizing the weekend and training our volunteers on the excavator.  
All permits have now been validated as necessary and issued.

Thanks go to Nick Hawes of ATN Farms for his ongoing support and allowing us to 
train on the land at Bourton Meadow. 

Richard Lewis, Editor
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You may have been mistaken to think in the past few months that the canal either 
side of Thornton bridge had been restored, in fact I was actually asked about this 
at a recent publicity event. The truth is that the impressive images below are the 
result of the ability of the canal in this section to hold water and the large amounts 
of rainfall we have had this year so far. 

Richard Lewis, Editor

Canal in Water nr Thornton

Above, digging out 
the badger sett and the 
badger proof wire. Left 
checking the extent 
of a hole’s depth. This 
one was a dead end.
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There has been an exciting recent development for our project to re-water the 
Cosgrove stretch of the Buckingham Canal. Terry Cavender has been in discussions 
with a company called H&R ChemPharm (UK). They make and manufacture a 
synthetic alternative to Bentomat/Bentoline, which is traditionally used in canal 
restoration to re-line canals. Terry has managed to arrange for us to receive the 
liner we require to cover the slopes of the bunds at Cosgrove for FREE. Well done 
Terry! The only thing we have to do in return is allow the company to use our work 
at Cosgrove as a test site/case study to promote their product. 

A few weeks ago the liner arrived, an 80m roll of 4.5m wide TerraSeal. We wish to 
thank H&R ChemPharm and Michael Aerts (our contact there) for this very generous 
donation, which is worth at least £3,500 to us and would have cost considerably 

more if we had purchased it from a retailer. 
Some photos below show Terry and I cutting 
the monstrous roll down to size.

Richard Lewis, Editor

FREE Canal Liner?
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Read on for an interview with your editor Richard Lewis and CRT. This article has 
been reproduced with the kind permission of Canal & River Trust and can be found 
on their website www.canalrivertrust.org.uk

Richard Lewis juggles a career in IT project management with a jam-packed 
volunteer role. By day he grapples with technology. Evenings and weekends he 
manages publicity and promotions for Buckingham Canal Society – who have 
adopted a stretch of canal from the Canal & River Trust.

Richard is clearly a busy man - and Buckingham Canal Society is clearly a very busy 
organisation. Arranging a time for us to talk about the work of Buckingham Canal 
Society in the aftermath of their successful canal adoption scheme was easier said 
than done. And when the day finally came, it was obvious why squeezing anything 
else into Richard’s schedule was easier said than done. He is passionate about what 
he does – and he does an awful lot!

How did you get involved with Buckingham Canal Society?

My sister is involved with local politics and through this she came to hear about the 
restoration of the canal. Photography is a particular interest of mine, and the society 
needed some photos taking. So we went from there.

Were you already interested in the canals and boating?

Not at all. It was photography that started it all. Then I got involved with the manual 
side, digging, vegetation clearance and so on. And about six months after starting 
volunteering with the society I joined the committee and became editor of the 
quarterly newsletter.

Your Editor Meets CRT
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So you have a background in communications?

Again, no. I did amateur theatre at university and helped with the publicity there 
but my background is mainly in photography so it’s been a steep learning curve 
looking after all the communications for the society. I had never used web software 
before. I had never edited a newsletter. Now I’m in charge of both.

Have there been many challenges along the way?

The society used to be very focused on history and there’s been a shift recently 
to the here and now – and the progress we’re making with the restoration. So our 
newsletter has to reflect this. I recently re-designed the newsletter and made it very 
visual with lots of photos. We’ve also re-designed the logo to a really strong image 
which we’re all proud of.

We’ve spent a year working out what we want from the website. We’re still not quite 
there but we’ve made a lot of improvements. Web presence is so important these 
days. If you get that right – and you get the newsletter right – that reflects really 
positively on the society. It makes us appear more credible and shows people that 
we really mean business!

What other projects have you got in the pipeline?

We’re working with a local brewery to produce some canal society beer which will 
be called Buckingham Canal Water. We’re all excited about that. I’m also working 
on some posters and concentrating on our brand image. This year we hope to get 
water into the Buckingham Canal for the first time in 100 years or so. That will be 
an amazing achievement.

We’ve had a lot of help from the Canal & River Trust to re-water the stretch from 
Cosgrove Lock to the A5, which was our canal adoption scheme. Jeff Whyatt 
(waterway manager) and John Highmore (volunteer co-ordinator) have been really 
supportive. In fact the support of our partners, like the Canal & River Trust, has 
made an enormous difference over the last few years.

This must take up a lot of your time?

Yes, it’s been 3-4 days a week recently but usually I spend a couple of evenings and 
a day or so at the weekend on society work. It’s very worthwhile.

Can you sum up in a few words why you do it?

Because I love a challenge and I’m passionate about the cause.
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In February Terry and Jonathan met Phil 
Turner the BCC Rights of Way Officer. 
They visited three sites along the canal; 
Bourton Meadow, the towpath from 
Leckhampstead Wharf to Hyde Lane Lock 
and the old stone bridge over the canal 
by Thornton road. At Bourton Meadow 
they discussed our re-lining project for 
this year and the planned towpath works. 
They also discussed the 
possibility of improving 
access to the site with a 
new kissing gate, funding is 
being investigated for this. 
Between Leckhampstead 
Warf and Hyde Lane access 
has been greatly improved 
by recent work by Phil’s team to clear felled 
trees etc. The footbridge over the stream 
next to Hyde Lane lock was discussed and 
Terry is putting together a proposal for 
work on it. Photos above right show Terry, Jonathan and Phil on this bridge.

Richard Lewis, Editor

Rights Of Way Meeting

The first sight and taste of ‘Buckingham Canal Water’ was experienced at the BCS 
AGM. A project is afoot to work with Buckingham Brewery to have a BCS branded 
version of one of their beers, which they will sell under the name of ‘Buckingham 
Canal Water’. Feedback has been positive for the project and discussions are ongoing 
with the Brewery to move forward with it. If any of you are interested in helping 
promote the beer, the primairy purpose of which is publicity for BCS, or would like 
to get more involved with this project then please contact me (details on p27).

Richard Lewis, Publicity and Communications Manager

Buckingham Canal Water
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And what did Buckingham Canal Society do for the Romans?

During a trawl through the archives I thought I would 
share with you all some of the ancient history of the 
canal route area, and how such topics are still kept alive 
today.

The county of Buckinghamshire, and indeed much of England, 
has connections with the Roman occupation period. We can 
thank them for straight roads such as Watling Street(A5), 
Ermine Street (A1), and Fosse Way (most of A429). The 
local town of Towcester used to be known as Lactodorum, 
and if you stayed on Watling Street heading south you 
would eventually get to Londinium.

And just what has Buckingham Canal Society done for the 
Romans?

The next section of the Buckingham Canal to be restored is at 
Cosgrove and before anything gets restored or constructed 
it is a requirement under Health and Safety construction 
legislation to carry out searches for underground plant 
and features. Just down the canal route from Cosgrove 
Marina on the left there are the remains of a Roman Villa 
and the powers that be would be obliged if BCS did not 
disturb the remains during their work. To make that happen 
a construction plan is presented to Canal & River Trust 
before any spade, or powered excavator, goes anywhere 
near the area. In the construction plan are details of 
the location of the Roman remains and this means that BCS 
is demonstrating a reasonable duty of care for both newer 
and ancient structures to prevent damage.

More information can be found at www.cosgrovevillage.
co.uk/The%20Villa%20and%20Temple%20at%20Cosgrove.pdf

And what about the Archives?

All of these documents will be filed in the Archives for 
interest to current viewers, and those that will follow 
us. So Buckingham Canal Society is helping to keep history 
alive too.

Jim Mcilroy, Archivist, (contact details on p27)

The first sight and taste of ‘Buckingham Canal Water’ was experienced at the BCS 
AGM. A project is afoot to work with Buckingham Brewery to have a BCS branded 
version of one of their beers, which they will sell under the name of ‘Buckingham 
Canal Water’. Feedback has been positive for the project and discussions are ongoing 
with the Brewery to move forward with it. If any of you are interested in helping 
promote the beer, the primairy purpose of which is publicity for BCS, or would like 
to get more involved with this project then please contact me (details on p27).

Richard Lewis, Publicity and Communications Manager
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Situations Vacant

 Secretary
Main responsibilities are to provide secretarial services and 

support, and to take minutes at BCS Committee meetings . In 
addition other responsibilities include: to prepare agendas for 
meetings, to be responsible for the organisation of the AGM, 

to represent BCS trustees, to take the lead on monitoring 
the constitution, to keep policy documentation up to date, 
to handle BCS correspondence, to contribute to strategic 

planning and to provide other administrative and secretarial 
support where necessary. Desirable: an interest in canals.

Membership
New Members
We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members who have 
recently joined the Society:-

Anthony & Hillian Smith-Roberts Granborough

Kanchan Sharma Milton Keynes

Anton & Liz Hobbs Steeple Claydon

James Griffin Linslade

Avkar Sahonta & Carmen Austin Buckingham

Stephen Taylor Silverstone

Abigail Stephenson Bletchley

Claire Cavender Akeley

Bernard Page Maids Moreton

Rita Barnish Bedford

Tintin
For those volunteers who have been coming to our 
work parties for over a year you will have met our 
dog Tintin who always used to join us for them and 
was part of the team. Unfortunately Tintin is no 
longer with us but he did make it to the grand old 
age of 18 years and always enjoyed himself on work 
parties and meeting new volunteers. Photo © Athina

Athina & Jonathan
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Corporate Members

We are very grateful for the continued support of our patrons:
•	 Rt Hon John Bercow MP
•	 Lord Boswell of Aynho 

We have formal partnerships with the following:
•	 Buckinghamshire County Council (BCC)
•	 Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) 
•	 South Northants District Council
•	 Buckingham Town Council
•	 Canal & River Trust
•	 IWA Corporate Member

We have been recognised by the following:
•	 Cosgrove Parish Council
•	 Thornborough Parish Council
•	 Maids Moreton Parish Council
•	 Thornton Parish Meeting
•	 Deanshanger Parish Council
•	 Foscote Parish Meeting

Partnerships and Patrons

Wyvern Shipping Co. Nikon Optical UK. Ltd.

Taverners Boat Club Braunston Marina

Projects and Work Party Planning Assistant
BCS is looking for volunteers to help out 
with projects and work party planning. 

Contact Terry or Athina for info.

Publicity Assistant
BCS is expanding as a Society and Charity and 

is always in need of enthusiastic volunteers 
to help promote us far and wide!
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Thursday 18th April 8:00pm
Friends of Canal Museum

Talk: Braunston Narrowboat Rally
Tim Coghlan at

Stoke Bruerne Museum NN12 7SE

Friday 19th April 8:00pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BCS Pub Get-together
2 Brewers pub, Thornborough 

MK18 2DN

Monday 22nd April 7:45pm
IWA Milton Keynes

Talk: Bedford to Milton Keynes update
Roger Crews

Milton Keynes Village Pavilion, 
Worrelle Avenue

Middleton, Milton Keynes MK10 9AD 

Sunday 28th April 10:00am
IWA Northampton

Westbridge Arm Clean-Up
Meet car park by Boots Pharmacy

St James Retail Park,
Northampton NN1 1EE

Friday 3rd to Monday 6th May
IWA Northants Boat Gathering

Becket’s Park, Northampton

Tuesday 14th May 8:00pm
IWA Northants, 

Talk: Caledonian Capers
Glen Peckett

Walnut Tree pub, Blisworth NN7 3DS

Friday 17th May 8:00pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BCS Pub Evening
2 Brewers Pub, Thornborough 

MK18 2DN

Saturday15th-Sunday 16th June
Stoke Bruerne Gala Weekend

Friends of Stoke Bruerne Museum 

Friday 21st June 8:00pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BSC Pub Evening
2 Brewers Pub, Thornborough 

MK18 2DN

Saturday 29th-Sunday 30th June
Braunston Canal Festival

Braunston Marina Nr Daventry, 
Northants NN11 7JH

Saturday 13th-Sunday 14th July
Cosgrove Canal Festival

Cosgrove Lock
Grand Union Canal

Upcoming Events
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Tuesday 14th May 8:00pm

IWA Northants, 
Talk: Caledonian Capers

Glen Peckett
Walnut Tree pub, Blisworth NN7 3DS

Friday 17th May 8:00pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BCS Pub Evening
2 Brewers Pub, Thornborough 

MK18 2DN

Saturday15th-Sunday 16th June
Stoke Bruerne Gala Weekend

Friends of Stoke Bruerne Museum 

Friday 21st June 8:00pm
‘Fancy a Natter’

BSC Pub Evening
2 Brewers Pub, Thornborough 

MK18 2DN

Saturday 29th-Sunday 30th June
Braunston Canal Festival

Braunston Marina Nr Daventry, 
Northants NN11 7JH

Saturday 13th-Sunday 14th July
Cosgrove Canal Festival

Cosgrove Lock
Grand Union Canal

So we are nearing the end of another issue of the Navigator and I am sure many 
of you are eager for more. You can be part of what appears in the next issue. There 
are regular items from the committee but there is space assigned to YOU for 
your submissions. I am also always very interested to hear what you think of the 
newsletter and comments are most welcome! 

Please submit all contributions for the Summer Issue by the 15th May 2013
Emailed, on CD, typewritten or handwritten (in that order of preference) to :
editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk  OR Richard Lewis, Hillcrest, Akeley, Buckingham, 
Bucks, MK18 5HL

April

Thursday 4th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 18th

May
Thursday 2nd
Sunday 12th

Thursday 16th
Thursday 30th
extra dates p 13

June

Sunday 9th
Thursday 13th
Thursday 27th
extra dates p 13

July

Thursday 11th
Sunday 14th

Thursday 25th

August

Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th

Thursday 22nd

September 

Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th

Thursday 19th

October

Thursday 3rd
Sunday 13th

Thursday 17th
Thursday 31st

November

Sunday 10th
Thursday 14th
Thursday 28th

December

Sunday 8th
Thursday 12th
Thursday 26th

January

Thursday 9th
Sunday 12th

Thursday 23rd

February

Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

March

Thursday 6th
Sunday 9th

Thursday 20th

Work Party Dates 2013/2014

Next Navigator

•	 Whole Page:     £16.00
•	 Half Page:        £10.00
•	 Quarter Page:    £6.00

Adverts in the Navigator
We welcome advertisements in the Navigator to assist funding. Rates 

are as below. Payment is required before copy date. Cheques made 
payable to “Buckingham Canal Society”. 33% reduction for 3 issues.

•	 Inserts:              £7.50
•	 Back Page:         £22.00
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Health and Safety Officer

Anthony, as a young boy, remembers being driven 
through Birkenhead and seeing Brunel’s Great Eastern 
on the Liverpool skyline, being used as a huge grain 
store, towering over the City and, at the age of fourteen, 
recalls crossing the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct in a canoe 
which was being towed by his elder brother.  This early 
exposure to ships and waterways, in particular  the 
excitement of experiencing Thomas Telford’s ‘Stream 
in the Sky’ first hand, with only the thickness of the cast 
iron tank separating him from a drop of 126 feet into the 
River Dee below, had a lasting affect on him.

In 1985, he and his wife Hillian kept a boat at Braunston 
Marina, which they sold, sadly, prior to the re-opening 
of the Blisworth Tunnel, since it was too far away from 
Winslow, to make it a practical proposition to enjoy 
long term.

Having studied at the Mechanical/Electrical Faculty of Aston University, 
Birmingham, adjacent to the canal network referred to as the ‘Venice of the North’, 
he became a Health & Safety Consultant, and, newly married, he and his wife 
enjoyed their Wedding Blessing, by their local priest from Winslow, at the James 
Brindley, alongside Gas Street Basin, Birmingham, and their Reception on a narrow 
boat, which passed Watt’s famous Soho Foundry on its journey.

More recently, gaining his Masters in Health & Safety Law and Environmental 
Law at Salford University, with his graduation ceremony conducted in the Lowry 
Gallery, alongside Salford Quays, Manchester Ship Canal, he has continued with his 
Health & Safety work, which at this time is involving him in providing support to 
a client performing deconstruction work on the Polo Pools, section of the Olympic 
Site, alongside the River Lee Navigation Canal.

Anthony is very pleased to have been invited to be Health & Safety Officer for 
the Buckingham Canal Society and, with his Health & Safety and Environmental 
qualifications, is looking forward to being able to assist in the restoration work that 
is being progressed on the Buckingham Canal, at present.

Meet the Committee
Anthony Smith-Roberts
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Jean Beddard - Membership Secretary 
01908 674447
5 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX 
membership@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

Don Allison - Charity Commission Officer 
01908 610564
donallison@btinternet.com

Contact the Committee

Helen Preston 
- Illustrated Talks and Presentations
01280 821232
talks@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Athina Beckett - Chairman 
and Work Party Organiser
01908 661217
07721 319404
2 Staters Pound, Pennyland, 
Milton Keynes MK15 8AX
chairman@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Vernon Draper - Treasurer
01908 312239
07961 302039
12 Chipperfield Close, 
New Bradwell, Milton 
Keynes, MK13 0EP
treasurer@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Terry Cavender
- Partnerships and Projects
01280 860316
07976 629440

terry.cavender@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Anthony Smith-Roberts 
- Health and Safety Officer 
0780 7506411

a n t h o n y. s m i t h -r o b e r t s @ 
buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

Jim McIlroy 
- Archivist 
07801 862280

jim.mcilroy@buckinghamcanal.org.uk

Geoff Wood
- Committee Member

email: geoff.wood@buckinghamcanal.

Vacancy

Vacancy Vacancy

Other Key Roles

Richard Lewis - Editor/Publicity 
and Communications Manager
07708 969116
Hillcrest, Akeley, 
Buckingham MK18 5HL
editor@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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