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       Dates for your Diary 
              Work Party Dates 
                              Meet at Cosgrove Lock 10am 
  For more information please call Athina Beckett on 01908 661217. 

       January          February                                                                          March                                    
Wednesday      8th 
Sunday           12th 
Wednesday    22nd 

Wednesday     5th 
Sunday            9th 
Wednesday   19th 

Wednesday      5th  
Sunday             9th 
Wednesday    19th    

                 Saturday 25th January. AGM and Social Evening 
                                                    (see inside for details) 
                      BCS Social  Thursday 20th March 8.00pm  
            At Cosgrove Village Hall     Speaker to be announced. 
 
IWA Northampton The Turnpike Motel, Harpole,  Northampton.      Tuesday 14th January  
                                                       Canal du Midi by John Russell. 
IWA Milton Keynes Bletchley Sports Club Manor Fields, Bletchley. Monday 27th January  
                                              Military manoeuvres on the Canals by Rex Wright 
IWA Northampton The Turnpike Motel, Harpole,  Northampton.       Tuesday 11th February. 
                                                    Waterway Wonders by Richard Thomas. 
IWA Milton Keynes Bletchley Sports Club, Manor Fields Bletchley.  Monday 24th February. 
                                   Branch AGM and a Talk by John Hopkins, Boating Far, Far Away   

************************************************************************************************************************************************* 
The next issue of the Navigator is due for publication in   April 2003. Your contributions, articles, letters, general   observations 
will help to make it more interesting. Please send all contributions by 1st March 2003  on : 3,5 floppy disc, typewritten, hand-
written faxed or emailed ( in that order of preference) to Tony Collins 18 Skeats Wharf, Pennyland, Milton Keynes. MK15 8 AY 
phone/fax  01908 604731.                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                info@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 

GETTING IN TOUCH 
There is a list of BCS Committee members and others who 
are active in the Society on the back page. Please contact 
any member for details of the BCS activities, future 
events,sponsership opportunities, membership details or 
any other matters. 

Website change                �����Page 2 
A change from Turkey     .   ����.Page 2 
Working party report        .�����Page 3  
From the archives            ����� Page 4 
Lost Ancestors                 �����.Page 4  

                              Social Events 



 
 
 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

 The tenth annual general meeting of the Buckingham Canal Society will be held on  
Saturday 25th January 2003,at the Community Centre, Cornwalls Meadow, Buckingham,        

commencing at 7.30 pm. 
As always, all interested parties are welcome to attend, but only current members are entitled to 

vote. 
 
AGENDA 
 

1. To receive apologies for absence. 
2. To confirm the minutes of the previous AGM. 
3. Matters arising from the minutes. 
4. To receive a report on the years activities.  
5.  To receive the accounts for the year ended 30th Nov 2002  
6. To appoint the auditor 
7. Election of Officers and Committee Members. 
8. Subscription rates for the year to January 2004. 

Proposed new rates from 1st February 2003. 
Adult from £7.50 to £9.50.  Family £12.00 to £15.00.  Corporate £25 to £35.  

Unwaged £3.50 to £5.00.  Under 18 £1.00 to £3.00. 
                          Subscriptions paid before the AGM qualify for the old rate. 
 
9. Any other business. 

 
NOMINATIONS TO THE COMMITTEE 
 

According to the constitution, nominations should be in the hands of the Secretary 14 days before 

the AGM. We would welcome additional members. There is work for willing hands! 

 
RESOLUTIONS TO THE MEETING 
Any resolution you wish to be discussed at the meeting must be notified m writing to the Secretary 
14 days before the meeting. 

Note: The Secretary�s address is 18 Elmers Park, Old Bletchley, Milton Keynes, MK3 6DJ. 
 
 
The formal part of the meeting will be followed by a 

                             Cheese and wine social 
where members will have the opportunity to meet and talk. Members of the Committee will be on 
hand to discuss future plans, answer questions or talk about ideas or suggestions you may have. 
 

 
W Upton 
Hon. Secretary 
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Changes to our Website. 
So that the society can remain in control of its own internet presence Jeremy Cooper has now regis-
tered a domain name for the Society together with an email address. We can now be reached at:  
       www.buckinghamcanal.org.uk with emails going to info@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 
 

Nut Roast with Tomato Sauce 

Ingredients. 
8 oz Chopped Mixed Nuts 4 oz Mushrooms 
1 small tin Chopped Tomatoes Large pinch 
of Mixed Herbs 2 sticks of Celery, diced 
4 oz Red Lentils 
1 medium Carrot, grated "Squidge" Tomato 
Puree 
1 small Onion, finely chopped 10 fl oz Vege-
table or Marmite Stock. 
Sauce. 
1 large tin Chopped Tomatoes Pinch Mixed 
Herbs. 
Small glass of Red Wine 2 cloves Garlic, 
crushed  
Method 
Boil lentils for 15 minutes, drain and rinse 
with boiling water. Flash-fry the mushrooms, 
carrots, onion and celery until tender. 
1. 2. 3. 
Place stock, tomato puree, herbs and toma-
toes in a saucepan and bring to the boil. Re-
duce this mixture until it becomes a thin 
sauce consistency. Remove from heat. 
4. Add vegetables, lentils and nuts. Place 
in 2 lb Loaf Tin and press down firmly. 
5. Bake at Gas Mark 5 for 1 hour or until 
crispy on top. 

6. To make Sauce put all ingredients in a 
saucepan and boil, until reduced to a thick 
sauce. 
Can be served cold with salad. 
Serves 4. 

Sausage and Mushroom Crumble  
Ingredients 
2 tbsp Oil 1 lb Thick Sausages 
1 large Onion (I use leek) 8 oz Button Mushrooms 
1 large tbsp Flour 1 Beef OXO Cube. 
1 tbsp Tomato Puree Salt and Pepper 
 
Crumble Topping. 
3 oz Butter 6 oz Plain Flour. 
2 oz Grated Cheese 1 tbsp Chopped Parsley. 
Method 
1. Preheat oven to 190°C (Gas Mark 5). 
2. Heat oil in a frying pan. Add the sausages and 
cook over a medium heat for about 5 minutes until 
sausages have browned. Remove from pan. 
3. Add the onion and cook for 4-5 minutes. Add 
the mushrooms and cook for 2 minutes. Stir in the 
flour. 
4. Crumble the OXO cube into 1/2 a pint of boil-
ing water. Stir into the mushrooms and onion and 
add the tomato puree. 
5. Cut each sausage into three, return to pan and 
allow to simmer until the sauce thickens. Season 
and transfer to an ovenproof dish. 
6. For topping, rub the butter into the flour until it 
resembles breadcrumbs. Stir in the cheese and 
parsley and sprinkle the mixture over the casserole. 
7. Bake for 40 - 45 minutes until golden. 
Preparation time 15 minutes, cooking time 40-45 
minutes. Feeds 4. 
Casserole base and topping can both be frozen 
separately. 
The topping can be used in other dishes, e.g. on 
Shepherd’s Pie instead of potato, etc. 
From the OXO Cookery Book -a good freeby!  

A Change from Turkey.  
 When you are fed up using the left over Christmas Turkey why not try one of the following. 

 Both recipes  reproduced  by kind permission of   �Immanuel’s Imaginative Recipe book�, copies of 
which can be purchased from Mandy Morley.     
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 Welcome to New Members. 
We are please to welcome you into membership of the Society  and  hope to see you at our events, if the 
distance does not permit this we hope you enjoy reading about our activities and thank you for your support 



 
Help us to cut costs 

 
Now that we have our own website and email address we would like to try and reduce postage and 
printing cost by asking all members with internet connection and email to receive the Navigator       
electronically,        if you agree would you please send me your email address via: 
                                                   info@buckinghamcanal.org.uk  
By sending me your address we will also be able to send you reminders of social events and BCS 
news between Navigators. ED.       

 
 WORK PARTY ORGANISERS REPORT  
 
We have now been back at Cosgrove for about three months. but we had a bit of a disaster when we 
lost our small tool shed in the gales a few weeks ago but Steve Miles has kindly loaned us part of his 
tool shed at present.  The work also proved to be quite slow going at first because of all the saplings 
and rushes encountered in the first section of the canal bed and some massive logs left over from a 
WRG visit. 
 
The next section is proving to be a lot quicker to clear as most of it is strimming but the walk to site 
gets longer each time and as one volunteer remarked it�s now like being in the ramblers  walking to 
site but once you get there it is beginning to look like a canal again and the three months hard work is 
beginning to show which is very encouraging  We are also getting a lot more people turning up to help 
on both Sundays and Wednesdays but still room for more if anybody out there fancies giving it a try!. 
 
I�m hoping we shall be able to trim and clear the canal right up to the A5 section we worked on last 
year by the time we stop in March and return to Buckingham 
 
Talking about the Buckingham end plans are a foot to start re-building the spillweir from the beginning 
of April with the help of Essex WRG but more about that next time. 
 
For those who can�t make the work parties I�m hoping to be able to catch up with you at the AGM on 
Saturday 25th January at Buckingham Community Centre 
 
Athina Beckett. Work Party Organiser. 01908 661217 
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Advertising in "The Buckingham 
Navigator" 

 
Advertisements are welcome in the Navi-
gator to    assist funding. Rates are as 
below. Payment is required before copy 
date. Cheques made payable to 
"Buckingham Canal Society". 33% reduc-
tion for 3 issues. 
Whole Page: £16.00                
Half Page: £10.00   
Quarter page: £ 6.00   
Back page: £22.00 -  
Inserts: £7.50 

This edition of The Buckingham Navigator was 
compiled by Jeremy Cooper using a Power 
Macintosh G3 and AppleWorks 6.0. Please visit 
his website at http://www.olio.demon.co.uk 

Disclaimer 
The Buckingham Navigator is published by the Committee of the Buckingham Canal Society. The views expressed in it are not 
necessarily those of the Society. Nothing printed herein may be construed as Society policy unless specifically stated. The Soci-
ety and its Committee accept no responsibility for any matter advertised in, or included in this newsletter. 

Buckingham Christmas Fair 
Tony & I spent a very pleasant day at     Buck-
ingham on the 14th December manning the So-
ciety stand, we didn't take a lot of money  but 
the interest shown in the Society  by visitors to 
the fair and the number of our brochures that 
were taken made it all worthwhile. Our thanks to 
Jonathon and Athina for their help setting up 
and  for their assistance during the day. Diana 
Collins. 



Lost Ancestors. 
While on the subject of archives  we 
have had two enquiries through our 
website from people trying to trace 
their family tree. One from Canada 
was in the Slough, Wooburn, Little 
Marlow area & Diana has helped here 
where she can but the one from Aus-
tralia is researching a little closer to 
home at Horton Lock (no 31) on the 
Grand Union South. His records show 
so far that his ancestors William Pool/
Poole may have worked on the canals 
in Buckinghamshire or around the 
Fenny Stratford area. From the 
Church records of Fenny Stratford in 
1815 at the birth of one of his children 
his  occupation  was shown as a Navi-
gator, at the death of his wife in 1838 
he was residing at Horton Lock which 
apparently was also known as Pools 
Lock , a term we have not heard be-
fore.  Both enquirer’s have offered 
small donations for research through 
our archives so if you have any knowl-
edge of Horton or “Pools Lock” let me 
know. 
TC/DC 

From the Archives. 
While looking through our archives 
for material to put on our website I 
could see that the business’s along 
the branch were experiencing all 
sorts of difficulty in going about their 
daily work. 
Because of the lovely old style of 
the letterheads I have copied some 
to the site together with a selection 
of letters these firms had sent to   
Mr TW Milner who was the Chief  
Engineer for the   Grand Junction 
Canal. He had his  Office at Blis-
worth. 
The two on the right also show the 
problems and space permitting I will 
include more in future Navigators.  
TC 
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