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Dates for your Diary
Work Party Dates

Meet at 10am Buckingham
For more information please call Athina Beckett on 01908 661217.

July Auqgust September October
Wednesday 9th Wednesday 6th Sunday 3rd Wednesday 1st
Sunday 13th | |Sunday 10th Wednesday 14th Sunday 12th
Wednesday 23rd | |Wednesday 20th Wednesday 17th Wednesday 15th

Saturday 25th MADD
Wednesday 29th

Shows and Events
July 12th North Bucks Show @ Stowe House Buckingham. ***xx*x

September 18th  BCS Social Evening 8pm Cosgrove Village Hall. speaker TBA

November 20th BCS Social evening 8pm Cosgrove Village Hall = speaker TBA
*ekxxkx |f you can assist at this show please contact Athina on 01908 661217 *****

Details of other events inside.

The next issue of the Navigator is due for publication in October . Your contributions, articles, letters, general observa-
tions will help to make it more interesting. Please send all contributions by 1st September 03 emailed, 3,5 floppy
disc, typewritten, handwritten faxed ( in that order of preference) to Tony Collins 18 Skeats Wharf, Pennyland, Milton
Keynes. MK15 8 AY phone/fax 01908 604731.

info@buckinghamcanal.org.uk
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More events for the coming months.

August 22nd to 25th National Waterways Festival. Beale Park. River Thames.

IWA Milton Keynes branch.

September 22nd Talk by Bruce Hall on the Cotswold Canal Restoration,
8pm at Bletchley Sports Club, Manor Fields Bletchley.

October 4 & 5th.  Branch Canal Clean up, for more details contact Roy Cleverly 01908 367928

Chairman’s Notes.

IWA Grand Junction Region Donation

At the Grand Junction Region AGM in April
their chairman Mrs Elizabeth Payne pre-
sented the BCS with a cheque for £400. As |
said at the time that cheque was worth ten
times the amount to those who have put in a
tremendous amount of hard work over the
years by giving them recognition for their ef-
forts, it also shows that their work is getting
noticed and will give encouragement for the
future.

Bill, Athina and myself met Jacqui Palmer, the
new project Officer for the Northants Canal
Partnership in April at Gayton, it was by way
of an introductory meeting for Jacqui to get to
know about the BCS. Lee King the new BW
supervisor for Cosgrove to Stoke Bruerne
also attended the meeting and a useful ex-
change of views took place. For my part it
gave me a chance to put faces to people, and
| came away with the impression that they
are very willing to work together with us in
our restoration project , Jacqui has already
offered to mend fences with those with
whom our relationship is not as cordial as it
should be. This will be very useful to me as
the new man in town

Cosgrove Local school children joined the
unveiling of a larger- than- life boatman on
the Grand Union Canal bank on Monday 23rd
June. Dressed in flat cap & flared trousers
and constructed from thick steel rods the
sculpture pushes on a long shaft as he would
to turn an unpowered boat in the nearby
winding hole. The work was commissioned by
the Northampton Canal Partnership to link the
village with its canal heritage and made by
artist David Gosling

Crick show.

Tony and myself together with our Daughter
Tina s family went to Crick show and between us
we took part in the try a boat event with
Westmead and the setting up and manning the
society’s stand in the Barlow marquee. Tony and
| found this very tiring and if it had not been for
Grand Daughter Helens presence on the stand
for the whole weekend and Pam Forrest's
attendance all day Sunday and Monday | am not
sure how we would have coped. ( we were very
grateful for your help girls) Between us we raised
around £70 from the bric a brac and took out
around 270 people on Westmead for try a boat.

Due to our future commitments with Sea Otter
and our Daughters plans with the ATC we will not
be available to set up and man the stand full time
at the 2004 Crick show. The committee believe
that we need a presence at this local show so to
keep it going we will need extra volunteers for
next year. If you are able to help please contact
any committee member. Diana Collins.

Wendover Festival
Athina Beckett and Jonathon Brown took the
other BCS stand to Wendover Festival where ap-
parently they had less rain by far than us at Crick.
Jonathon set up a new lucky dip which was so
successful he had to go out and buy more trinkets
on the Monday, they raised a very creditable £194
between them which was an excellent effort. A lot
of effort was put in to get these two shows up and
running by just four of us which does show that
we defiantly will need more assistance at further
large shows, it is too much hard work for one or
two volunteers.

TC



A new Patron for the Society.
Tim Boswell MP
Member of Parliament for Daventry.
Back in April Bill Upton and myself arranged to meet Mr Boswell at Deanshanger with a view
to discussing the possibilities of him becoming our Patron, we had been told that he was a
keen waterway enthusiast and in all probability would be able to point us in the right direction
when we meet problems with restoration around the villages along the route of the canal.

The meeting was short and to the point and Mr Boswells knowledge of our restoration project
and its problems were very impressive, he was aware of the future development of the former
iron works at Deanshanger and agreed that the canal line through Deanshanger should be
preserved where ever possible and would keep his eye on the situation for us. After this we
invited him then and there to become our Patron to which he readily agreed.

Tim Boswell MP has lived all his adult life in South Northants at Ayno, where
he farms and is a riparian owner on the Oxford Canal (OC.) He has been MP
for the Daventry constituency, which comes up to Cosgrove and Old Stratford,
Deanshanger and Wicken since 1987 and has long taken an interest in conser-
vation and the rural economy, and arguably he has the longest stretch of canal
within his constituency of any MP.

As a subsidiary interest, he has a Scottish cousin who is very active in the Seagull Trust which
enables disabled young people to go on the canals in the Falkirk area, and Tim has recently
had the opportunity of seeing for himself the magnificent Wheel.

He thinks the challenge of reopening the Buckingham arm of the Grand Union are less formi-
dable in engineering terms, so given a bit of ingenuity, goodwill and the persistence of the
Society he hopes we will see real progress in years to come.

Myself and your committee welcome Tim to the Society and wish that our mutual interests will
be of benefit to us all in the years to come.

Work Party Organisers Report.

The work of rebuilding the spillweir at For those who haven't visited the site |
Buckingham is going well and a big should explain that the tunnels are part of the
thanks to all those who have helped, par- overflow system from the spillweir into the
ticularly those who have participated in River Ouse and have silted up over the

the bricklaying. years.

There is still some way to go yet so any- From discussions with Nick Hawes the land-
one who wants to join us would be wel- owner we believe that the path over the tun-
come. As well as bricklaying you can try nels was extended to cope with modern farm
your hand at tunnelling Colditz style and equipment and a pipe inserted from the origi-
scrub bashing. nal tunnel to extend it. This has fallen in and

will need to be rebuilt.
The tunnellers have done very well and

have cleaned one of the tunnels to the So not only do we need people with bricklay-
blockage. The second tunnel is almost ing skills our next challenge will be to con-
cleared. struct and rebuild a tunnel. So if you fancy

something different come and join us on our
next work party at Buckingham.
Athina Beckett.



