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          Dates for your Diary 
              Work Party Dates 
                                     Meet at Buckingham 10am 
  For more information please call Athina Beckett on 01908 661217. 

Wednesday  2nd 
Sunday        13th 
Wednesday 16th 
Wednesday 30th 

Sunday          11th 
Wednesday   14th 
Wednesday   28th 

Sunday            8th  
Wednesday   11th  
Wednesday   25th   

Shows and Events                                                
 *May 15th. BCS Social.  Boat Trip from Cosgrove  Lock.  7.30pm*. 
                             For important booking details see inside.       
  
   May 24th to 26th.            Crick boat Show.   
 
   May 24th to 26th.            Wendover Festival. 
 
  *June 14th 15th.               Annual Boat Rally at Cosgrove Lock.*  
                                                 Booking form enclosed. 
 
   June 21st to 22nd.          Great Linford festival. 
 
   July 12th.                         North Bucks Show  Stowe House Buckingham. 
                                                    Further Details of all events  inside 

The next issue of the Navigator is due for publication in  July  . Your contributions, articles, letters, general  observations will 
help to make it more interesting. Please send all contributions by 1st June 03   emailed ,  3,5 floppy disc, typewritten, hand-
written faxed ( in that order of preference) to Tony Collins 18 Skeats Wharf, Pennyland, Milton Keynes. MK15 8 AY phone/fax  
01908 604731.                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                info@buckinghamcanal.org.uk  

GETTING IN TOUCH 
There is a list of BCS Committee members and others 
who are active in the Society on the back page. Please 
contact any member for details of the BCS activities, 
future events,sponsership opportunities, membership 
details or any other matters. 
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More events for the coming Months 

IWA Northampton Branch 
*Northampton Boat Gathering 2nd�5th May 2003.* 

For more details please contact David King 
01908 661309 or email david.stuartking@tesco.net 

 
Social Events. 

Meet at the Turnpike Motel, Harpole Northampton 8pm. 
More details from Graham Treagus 01604 870515. 

 
Tuesday  April 8th  The Adventures of a Corby Seafarer. Capt DL Davidson OBE. 
 
Sunday 27th April   Canal Clean up.  10am to 12.30pm West bridge Arm 
                                St Johns Retail Park Towcester Road Northampton. 
                  Contact David King 01908 661309 or email david.stuartking@tesco.net  
 
Tuesday 13th May  Water Mills.          Talk by Geoffrey Starmer. 
 
 

IWA Milton Keynes Branch 
Social Events. 

Meet at Bletchley Sports Club Manor Field Bletchley. 
More details from Rodney Evans 01908 376 449. 

 
 Wednesday 9th April Region AGM and Talk by Mike Beech, Archivist and Manager Foxton    
canal Museum. 
 
Monday 28th April. Hotel boating Past &Present. Robin Smithett, Chairman, APCO Hotel Boat 
Section. 
 
May 30th to 1st June. Lock Ransom Weekend, Soulbury Three Locks.  

Details Roy Cleverly 01908 376928 
 
 

May 15th BCS Social Boat trip from Cosgrove lock 7.30pm. 
 
Steve Miles has kindly offered to  host a evening trip on" Elizabeth of Glamis,�  the  trip  is open 
to all members, family and friends. This should be a good opportunity to meet old friends and 
have a natter to new members. The boat trip is free, there is a licensed bar on board selling Real 
Ales Wines and Spirits and together with a fund raising raffle it should be good evening. Space is 
limited so booking is essential to secure your places. Steve  will be busy in the coming weeks 
running his own trips, so for this one please don�t contact him but ring: 
                             
                          Tony or Diana Collins to reserve your place on 01908 604731. 

Or email at :  info@buckinghamcanal.org.uk 



 
 WORK PARTY ORGANISERS REPORT  

The clearance work has gone well at Cosgrove and we are finishing this session by bridge 
number 2.  I�d arranged for us to park in the Scouts place at the Quarries car park so that we 
could walk directly to site saving a half mile walk along the tow path.  The only disadvantage is 
that we no longer walk past the previous work we have cleared which was always an inspiring 
and encouraging sight when we could contemplate how much work had been achieved since we 
returned to Cosgrove in September.  
On Sunday 9th March we once again took part in the Whitbread Action Earth day.  A very 
successful day with a good number of volunteers on site. The Buckingham Advertiser and the 
Milton Keynes Citizen both sent photographers  so we had a good article and photos in the pa-
pers on March 13th & 14th. 
 
Wednesday 19th March was our  last day at Cosgrove for a while and we had a crew from 
Anglia Television film the occasion. They spent some four hours with us and we featured on An-
glia News at  6oc that evening. 
 
The first weekend in April  Essex Waterway Recovery Group will be starting to re-build the 
spillweir at Buckingham.  A new venture for us and an opportunity for us to have a go at 
bricklaying!.   
 
Our first Sunday work party at Buckingham will be the 13th April where we shall be continuing 
the work Essex WRG started.  Once the spillweir is re-built the prospect of re-watering this 
section is brought that much closer.  So hope to see as many of you as possible at a future work 
party. 
Athina Beckett. Work Party Organiser 

3 Chairman’s Notes. 
When I was asked to stand as your Chairman my first thoughts were � not on your life,� there is 
no way I could follow in the footsteps of Steve Miles who in my opinion has done a marvellous 
job over the last few years both in researching the history and working towards the restoration of 
the canal. He is a true enthusiast with years of experience whereas my knowledge consists of 
what has been gleamed on annual  hire boat holidays over the years, most of which was lost 
from memory within hours of starting back at work. 
 
Steve explained to me that pressure of  work and the need to have more time to his self  was his 
prime reason for standing down but did offer to stay on the committee and to help with the history   
if we were stuck. The work load of the other committee members persuaded me to take the posi-
tion on if elected, as nobody objected at the AGM  here I am. It will take time for me to build up 
contacts so don�t be surprised if you get a call for help.  There will be occasions, as with the AGM 
when I will not be able to attend meetings or represent the Society, Diana and I have strong fam-
ily  and some business  ties still in Sussex  which sometimes will have to take preference over all 
else, we also retired to do a lot more boating while we are still fit enough so that  may also get in 
the way  from time to time. 
 
I am as keen as you all to see progress with the restoration  and have started by recently attend-
ing couple of funding courses with Bill Upton at Hatton. It is very evident from these that there is 
a lot of hard work to be done not only with the manual work on the ground but with membership 
drives and fundraising, we are going to be asking for large amounts of money from the lottery 
fund and such like and competing  for funds and grants with many other Society’s so our case 
will need to be presented in such great detail that they can�t turn us down.  
I believe that we can do this and it will speed our efforts if we can call on the expertise of more 
Society members with experience in membership drives and fundraising once we get underway. 
Anyone out there that feels they can help even with just a couple of hours here and there please 
contact myself or Bill Upton.                                                                                    Tony Collins. 
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More from the Archives. 
 
These  two  letters show  more 
problems causing concern to 
the Grand Junction Canal  
Company and CW Roberts, 
can you imagine the sight of a 
Steamer coming through the 
bridge hole belching smoke 
and steam bearing down on 
barges moored nearby. It must 
have been quite scary. 
 
You will recall that in the last 
Navigator we copied a letter 
from the Grand junction Canal 
Company concerning their 
man “Lovesy” catching rabbits 
on the towpath at Buckingham. 
Through our web site we have 
had another request from a 
Celia Renshaw   who is re-
searching her stepfathers fam-
ily tree . She believes that his , 
Great Grandfather  John 
Lovesy born 1850 Dean-
shanger lived with his wife An-
nie (nee White ) worked or 
lived at the lock cttage Buck-
ingham around 1875-99 when 
their 9 children were born, with 
a family this size if this is the 
same chap no wonder he was 
catching rabbits. 
On Celia's mothers side she 
has a connection to  Philip Box 
who was one of the original 
shareholders of the canal and 
its first treasurer in 1792. 
If anyone has knowledge of 
Lovesy’s,  White or Box  in the 
area please let me know. 
In return Celia has offered to 
write an article for the Naviga-
tor if she has any luck with her 
research either through us or  
with her own at Aylesbury. 

Peter Robertson has put 1892 maps showing the route of the Old Stratford and 
Buckingham Canal on http:/homepage.virgin.net/sgn.robertson they are well 
worth a look. 


